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Clockwise fromtop left: POW/MIA Ceremony
at Leavenworth VA ~ Harry Kelley, Clarence
Neitzel, John Reichley (speaker), Steve Woelk,
Ben Lohman (Cmdr.) & Bob Besinger; MD-East
Chapter at the dedication of the new Veterans £
Memorial ~ Guy Martin, Cmdr. Joseph g
Sangermano (with wreath) and Clifton Streat;
Brooklyn, NY names street for the late Peter H.
Leone of the Brooklyn “Key” Chapter. Leone’s
son, Charles, is holding the sign; #4&5,The Ft.
Worth Chapter celebrates Independence Day.
The float won I* prize for Unique Non-
Commercial Entry; Members of the Texas
Panhandle Chapter on POW Recognition Day in
Amarillo, TX; Forties Night, St. Paul’s Lutheran
School ~ Albert J. Bland MD North Chapter Cmdr.
Milton Price, Sr., Veteran of the Year, Orville & __
Hughes, Bud Huson, 6™ grade teacher Denise

Wright, State Cmdr. Jack Meyers, Charles
Rutkowski and Walter Czawlytko.




national commander

James Cooper
I recently received a letter from Mrs.
Beth Brooks who copied enough
people that I thought this column
would be the best forum to answer
her. She stated that she was right,
honorable and true and our operating
standards in AXPOW do not meet
these standards. [ assume Mrs.
Brooks' statement that she is right
means correct and is not her position
in the political spectrum. 1 was also
pleased to note the comma between
right and honorable. She further
stated that she had thought long and
hard and brought all of the knowledge
she had. Excellent advice for us all.
The following are some of my obser-
vations of her letter.

The writer stated she contacted her
Congressman's office and was in-
formed that we had not re-chartered
our organization. That is correct. But
she further states our charter restricts
our membership to certain wars. Ob-
viously Mrs. Brooks isn’t familiar with
our charter. The paragraph in our
charters states, in its entirety: Para
2105 Membership: Eligibility for mem-
bership in the corporation and the
rights and privileges of the members
shall be as provided in the bylaws.
Sorry, Mrs. Brooks, we are not in vio-
lation of our charter. Mrs. Brooks also
reports checking with the members of
the Membership committee. Our Ad-
jutant contacted two of the three
members of the committee to clarify
this. They stated Mrs. Brooks had not
contacted them.

In a separate, lengthier letter, she
states my May column indicated I was
aware of problems before the meet-
ing. This is correct, which is why 1
wrote to President Norm Bussel of the
Foundation on 4 March 2005 and
asked him to attend our meeting to
discuss Foundation finances. On 15
March 2005 I received a reply stating

they would not attend our meeting,
as his closed meeting was the place
to discuss their finances. Mr. Bussel
did not ask why we wished to bring it
up. We made no attempt to Keep any-
onc in the dark. As a matter of fact, |
had copies of my May column avail-
able at the Board of Directors meet-
ing in Washington, DC.

The Scrooge list had been published.
It was public knowledge as were the
other reports criticizing the Founda-
tion. When the vote was taken four
members abstained. Mrs. Brooks pre-
sumes they were confused. Since de-
bate was not cut off and no one had
any more questions, it is possible they
voted their conscience. Mrs. Brooks
states that the Foundation was caught
by surprise and offered no rebuttal.
Not true. The President spoke and de-
fended one point - that only 1% was
spent on programs. PNC Mottern
spoke and, as a matter of fact, so did
Mrs. Brooks, who stated that other
than the Foundation members' wives;
she was the only person to attend their
meetings. I congratulated her as no
one clse was ever invited, certainly not
the members of our board even those
were ex-officio members of their
board. If Mrs. Brooks knew of incon-
sistencies why didn’t she mention
them? She had the floor.

The Scrooge list criticized the Foun-
dation on two points. The second was
that the fundraiser was keeping 89%
of all monies raised. No one attempted
to defend this. How could they? The
Foundation's own 990s filed with the
IRS confirmed this.

Mrs. Brooks may have thought long
and hard but obviously not well. As
she misquotes and belittles Director
Herbert 'Kirchhoff by stating he was
duped into voting for the Strategic
Planning committee report. 1 don't
know it he said he was confused but
the record shows he voted against it.
Actually Director Kirchhoft said he
was duped into voting for the mail
ballot. The record shows he first ab-
stained and then voted against it when
confirmed at the board meeting. Mrs.
Brooks states Board members (note
plural) told her the ballot contained
instructions for writing committee
reports. I have a hard time believing
two or more members could come up
with such a story including an end
product from cach. If true, such mem-
bers should be censored. The mail

ballot contained a list of committees
and under cach were listed the mem-
bers assigned with the chairperson
designated.

The writer stated that the Adjutant
and I said that contributions to AX-
POW were tax deductible. Tape record-
ing will show this to be totally incor-
rect. If we were tax deductible I would
not have worked to establish a foun-
dation. Mrs. Brooks also complains
that we have no liability insurance for
service officers. They are not employ-
ces so I don’t know whether we, or
any service organization, can legally
do so.

The writer stated that we are in viola-
tion of our bylaws as well as our char-
ter. The last membership category in
our bylaws states "“heirs-at-law”. There
is a possibility for various interpreta-
tions of this. Therefore I appointed,
and the board approved, an ad hoc
committee to consult with Washing-
ton State authorities to get a defini-
tive ruling. When prepared, it will be
presented to the board. Mrs. Brooks
demanded a copy of a report that
doesn't yet exist. Meanwhile she is
substituting her opinion for that of
the Washington authorities.

In conclusion, no one knew that a
motion to rescind the AXNPOW name
would be presented but, after listen-
ing to all the evidence, including com-
ments by members of the Foundation,
a majority of those voting cast their
ballots. Mrs. Brooks’ opinions to the
contrary, they were intelligent people
and were not led by a few. The defend-
crs of the Foundation used personal
attacks as a smoke screen to cover the
fact that they have no ammunition
with which to fight the Scrooge list,
the report of the American Institute
of Philanthropy, the Better Business
Bureau and a decision ot the U.S. Su-
preme Court in an Illinois case. The
Supreme Court decision said a
fundraiser taking 85% of the money
could be sued, as this was 2 ¥ times
the maximum acceptable amount.

I appreciate Mrs. Brooks’ interest but
question her reasons for sending such
a poorly researched letter out to the
membership.
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axpow officers & directors 2004-2005

National Headquarters - Clydie J. Morgan, Adjutant
3201 E. Pioneer Pkwy, #40, Arlington, TX 76010
: 2 (817) 649-2979 _(817) 649-0109 fax HQ@axpow.org.

|Officers | Directors

National Commander
James Cooper
PO Box 65
Douglas, AZ 85608
(520) 364-8582; (520) 805-9401 fax
Jjeoopdogaz(@yahoo.com

National Senior Vice Commander

Gerald Harvey
1504 West 5th St.
Sedalia, MO 65301
(660) 827-2178
(660) 827-6186

National Treasurer
Sonnie Bill Mottern
706 1/2 North Lynn Avenue
Elizabethton, TN 37643
(423) 542-4142; (423) 543-6221 fax
battery(@preferred.com

National Judge Advocate
PNC Richard M. Throckmorton
6530 Saulsbury Court
Arvada, CO 80003
(303) 422-2941; (303) 432-7497 fax
Jjeanneandrichard@aol.com

National Chaplain
John Romine
1609 S. 23rd Street
Rogers, AR 72756
(479) 636-2287

Jr. Vice Commanders
Richard Manners - Eastern Zone
190-10 Gibson Blvd.
Clark, NJ 07066-1452
(732) 382-5847

Robert W. Fletcher - Central Zone
1331 S. Zeeb

Ann Arbor, Michigan 48103
734-663-8649; 734-663-4960 (fax)

cefletch@umich.edu

Isaac Ornelas - Western Zone
1324 Falcon Ave.

Bakersfield, CA 93304

(661) 836-1630; (661) 836-1630 fax
ivornelas(@aol.com

Committee addresses appear
with their columns

North East Region
Charles Susino
136 Jefferson Street
Metuchen, NJ 08840
(732) 549-5775

Laura MclIntyre

PO Box 475

Hardwick, MA 01037

(413) 477-8260 (413) 477-0172 fax
expow62a(@fastdial.net

East Central Region -
William J. Richardson
5125 Lake Valley Drive
Tayetteville, NC 28303
(910) 864-7318; (910) 487-5100 fax
(910) 867-0359 office
\\-'richardsonjr.f(}?nc,rr,com

Warren G King, Sr.

1015 Mitchell Rd.
Nashville, TN 37206-1113
(615) 226-7811

Southeast Region
Charles M. “Charlie” Hill
729 Olive Street
Columbia, SC 29205-1853
(803) 799-0202
mercha@bellsouth.net

Edward L. DeMent

8735 Doral Oaks Dr.,, #1617
Temple Terrace, FL. 33617

(813) 985-3783; (813) 989-8871 fax
deme8805(@aol.com

North Central Region
Carroll Bogard
726 N. Carolina Place
Mason City, A 50401
(641) 424-4870

Kenny H. Hanson

9401 Lyndale Ave. S #228
Bloomington, MN 55420
(952) 888-2703
khanson95@mn.rr.com.

Senior Director, F. Paul Dallas
916 Bingham Dr.

Fayetteville, NC 28304

(910) 867-2775; (910) 867-0339 fax
threatt273(@aol.com

Mid-Central Region
Leonard E. Rose

8103 E. 50th Street

Lawrence, IN 46226

(317) 546-1860: (317) 546-3806 fax
lerose(@comceast.net

Grover L. Swearingen

408 Fair Park Avenue

West Union, OH 45693
(937) 544-2459 phone & fax
db6194(@dragonbbs.com

South Central Region
William E. Roberts
408 Fenwick Dr.
Windcrest, TX 78239
(210) 655-2293
x8707(@juno.com

Jim Clark

214 Oakdale

Bastrop, LA 71220-2330
(318) 281-5505 phone & fax
jaclark(@bayou.com

Northwest Region
Herbert C. Kirchhoff
2910 Fernan Ct.
Coeur d’Alene, ID 83814-5804
(208) 667-6716
herbertkirchhoffi@hotmail.com

Bonnie Sharp

9716 54th Street CT West
University Place, WA 98467-1118
(253) 565-0444
SHARP1955@msn.com

Southwest Region
William Manda
6649 EE. Cooper
Tucson, AZ 85710
(520) 747-1576
sgtmanda(@aol.com

Lucien George Bergez

4033 Huron Avenue

Culver City, CA 90232

(310) 839-7278, (310) 839-0540 fax
lgbergez(@aol.com
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From the Publisher:

As a Past National Commander, I am prompted to speak to the responsibili-
ties to, and support of, our National Commander.

Upon the election by our membership of a new National Commander, it is
expected that the new Past National Commander, as well as all PNC’s, devote
their energy to supporting the new Commander and assist him in promoting
his policies. By doing so, the PNC’s show support to our organization and the
membership. Once that National Commander then becomes a PNC, it is now
his responsibility to give his full support to the National Commander who
follows him.

As PNC'’s, we must realize that if we do not show support of our National
Commander, it sends mixed messages to our membership and may cause
them to feel that we are not truly working in the best interest of the organi-
zation. To criticize or condemn our National Commander can only slow down
our progress in the organization and therefore we must support and encour-
age him in any way we can and show him our utmost respect.

As PNC’s, we must always be aware of the necessity for teamwork and strive
to meet the desires of the very membership who elected us and gave us the
privilege of becoming Past National Commanders. The manner in which we
must do that is to constantly work together in all our endeavors so that the
peace and harmony of this organization is assured and our true commit-
ment is commensurate to our promise to the organization...

“WE SUPPORT THOSE WHO CANNOT HELP THEMSELVES.”
PNC Maurice Sharp, Publisher

Correction: Jim Zobel wrote the excellent piece for the Civilian Column which
appears in the July issue of the Bulletin. Jim is the curator of the MacArthur
Museum in Norfolk, Virginia. It was an oversight not having his name with his
story. His contact information is: james.zobel@norfolk.gov.

Notice: If you are an NSO with the American Ex-Prisoners of War and are not
listed in the July issue (or are listed incorrectly), please contact Doris Jenks.
Her contact information is with her column in each Bulletin. Additionally, if
you know of a listed NSO who is no longer active or has died, please let Doris
know as well.

EX-POW Bulletin (ISSN 0161-7451) is published monthly except for a combined issue in November/December by the American Ex-Prisoners of War, 3201 E.
Pioneer Pkway, Arlington, TX 76010. Periodical postage paid at Arlington, TX and additional mailing offices. Postmaster: send address changes to EX-POW Bulletin,
AXPOW Headquarters, 3201 E. Pioneer Pkwy. Suite 40, Arlington, TX 76010-5396. Founded April 14, 1942, in Albuquerque, NM, then known as Bataan Relief
Organization, Washington State non- profit corporation, “American Ex-Prisoners of War™, October 11, 1949, recorded as Document No. 133762, Roll 1, Page 386-
392. NONPROFIT CORPORATION. Nationally Chartered August 10, 1982. Appearance in this publication does not constitute endorsement by the American Ex-
Prisoners of War of the product or service advertised. The publisher reserves the right to decline or discontinue any such advertisement.

© 2005 American Ex-Prisoners of War
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sr. vice commander

Gerald Harvey

Summer is in full swing. How won-
derful it is to have local vegetables
and fruit. We keep forgetting how
good the real thing tastes. Enjoy it
while it is here. This is also the sea-
son for picnics, barbecues, family
reunions, and vacations. We still
have a great and beautiful America.
Go some place where you haven't
been before. If you are not up to a
long trip, there are interesting
places close to home.

This is also the time to plan to go
to our AXPOW national convention
in Denver, Colorado. Registration
form and Hotel information has
been in your Bulletin for several
months. There are a lot of interest-
ing and beautiful places not too far
from Denver. Have you ever been
to the Air Force Academy, the Gar-
den of the Gods, Pikes Peak, or

Rocky Mountain National Park? See
the Convention Registration in your
Bulletin for two tours that have
been planned for Tuesday before
the convention begins. One time
when we were in this area we went
on a glider ride. In the Colorado
Springs area we had a ride in a hot
air balloon. You never get too old
for some of the fun things.

When vou are away on vacation or
traveling, what should vou do if
you have a medical emergency?
You need to talk about this in your
chapters. I am finding that many
of our members do not know the
importance of doing the right thing.
You go straight to the nearest hos-
pital for emergency treatment. You
or the person who takes you to the
hospital MUST, within thirty-six
hours, report to the VA hospital
that is nearest to where you are,
telling them where you are and
what your condition is. Give them
your social security number and
tell them that you are a disabled
ex-prisoner of war. If you have
100% disability, tell them that. Also
the hospital and the doctor where
you are MUST be told that you are
a veteran and a disabled ex-pris-
oner of war. Tell them to, within
thirty-six hours, call the VA hospi-

tal that is nearest to where you are
and report where you are and what
your condition is. The VA doctors
will decide if they will transport
you to the VA hospital, or if you
should be cared for in the hospital
where you are. If this is reported
within thirty-six hours, the VA hos-
pital will pay for the care that you
receive.

It is important that your family and
whoever might take you to the hos-
pital knows what needs to be done.
One of our members has suggested
that you make a card that will fit
in your billfold. Use red ink and
write your name, your Social Secu-
rity number, and that you are a dis-
abled prisoner of war. Include a
note like this, “If I am in the hospi-
tal, please, within thirty-six hours,
notify the nearest VA hospital that
I am here. Tell them about my con-
dition. This is very important.
Thank you.” One of our National
Service Officers told me that he has
this information on a piece of pa-
per attached to the back of his
driver’s license. This could be very
important if you were unconscious
and could not speak for yourself.
Have a great summer. [ hope to see
you at our National Convention in
Denver.

national adjutant

Clydie J. Morgan
HQ®@axpow.org

Several months ago the software [
was using to maintain the website
began responding strangely. Our
website is a complex site and the

Ex-POW Bulletin
August 2005

6

software could not handle the up-
dates and additions. The organiza-
tion purchased Adobe GolLive
which is designed specifically to
create and maintain websites. [ am
still in the learning curve but the
program is stable and working
properly.

During the switch from MS
FrontPage to GoLive some of the
changes and updates that were
made previously seemed to have
disappeared. One of the casualties
appears to be the NSO listing. This
page has now been fully updated
after many days and emails be-
tween me and Doris Jenks. Thank
you, Doris, for your listings of
NSOs and their contact info.

Please, if you are an NSO, check the
website at http://www.axpow.org/

nso_list.htm to make sure vour list-
ing is correct. If a change is neces-
sary, please contact Doris at
dorisjenks@juno.com with the
proper information. Please do not
contact me. I will only make
changes as directed by Doris.

Thank you for your patience and
understanding. The website is a
time-consuming project and keep-
ing it updated is a priority.

Clydie, Sally, Marsha & Donna
Your National Headquarters

Early Bird Renewal Notice!

Annual Members!

Take a minute and send your 2006
dues to National Headquarters.
Don't miss out on all the benefits
membership in AXPOW offers!




civilian committee
Ted Cadwallader - Chairman

9501 Nut Tree Ct.

Elk Grove, CA 95624

(916) 685-3369

dcadwall@aol.com

THE DAY WAR CAME
by Curt Brooks

As I remember, it was a bright, mild
morning, that December 8™, as pleas-
ant as they come. My brother and 1|
had just returned from a school week-
end in Baguio, an outing to accompany
the American School basketball team
who had gone up there for the annual
game with Brent School, our arch ri-
val. It had been a sparkling and irrev-
erent weekend, which we had enjoyed
very much and which would be long
remembered. Yet even in the midst
of the fun and diversions the trip
brought, the crisis in the Far East
loomed over us. But war was not a
known quantity to be factored into our
routines should it arrive. It was a
vague, amorphous (to those our age)
shadowy possibility, and to that ex-
tent unreal and strangely remote.

As with all school days we got up at
around 6 a.m. to get dressed and
breakfast before leaving for school
shortly before 7. Each morning it was
our habit to turn on the radio to lis-
ten to the news. This morning the
radio seemed to be malfunctioning, we
could get no signal from the usual
station we listened to, KZRH. All was
static, and since, as usual, time
pressed we did not bother with the
radio further. Our parents were just
getting up when we left; the company
chauffeur, Fernandez, drove us in the
company car and dropped us off, as
he did every school day in front of the
American School building, where we
expected to pass the time in play and
chatter until classes started at 7:30.
We two were standing there, along
with a few other students, when an
older student, and my recollection is
that it was Bill Bauman, came along
and asked in a voice whose tone had
something electric about it, “How do
vou like being at war?” We had no
idea what he was referring to. And
said so. He replied that the Japanese
had bombed Honolulu that morning.
It was hard to believe, but he seemed
quite certain of his information. Ha-
wail, for us, was half way around the
world, on the other side of the Pacific.

We believed that if war came, the Phil-
ippines would be among the first
places attacked. Hawaii was many
thousands of miles away, Formosa,
and French Indochina, Japanese
bases, were but a few hundred. We
were not surprised, as I recall, that
the crisis had come to a breaking
point. The political situation in the
Far East had grown increasingly tense,
casily perceptible to all. The reports
in the newspapers, and on the radio,
of a Japanese convoy sighted moving
through the Gulf of Siam had meant
to many, including myself, that war
could come at any time. But here it
was, irrationally far away. The bright
morning sky and the calm that pre-
vailed around us belied any sense that
war had come.

So school began and proceeded on its
normal course throughout the morn-
ing hours. The teachers that morn-
ing must have found it hard to keep
our attention on scholastics. Was it
true? Was it real? Was it war? 1 can
remember our home room teacher,
Mrs. Youngberg, standing in front of
the class, wringing her hands and tell-
ing us all, “I don’t believe a word of
it, it is all rumors, there is nothing to
it" And so it almost seemed. At re-
cess, around 10:30 we went as usual
to the little tienda across the street
for the customary snacks. The city
was calm, unchanged, peaceful. Was
there a war? Here? Anywhere? And
so we finished that day's school, at
12:30. As was routine, my dad, in the
company car, would stop by and pick
us up on his way home for lunch and
the sacrosanct siesta of Manila life.
We got into the car, and of course our
first question was, “What is this about
war?”  “It's true,” he replied quietly,
“the Japanese have bombed Baguio
and Clark Field.” There in the com-
pany car, on the grounds of the Ameri-
can School, reality struck hard. Up
until that point, war had been still a
far-off, perhaps non-existent event, af-
fecting others. That wasn’t so; it was
here, it was upon us. We had just been
in Baguio, we had just traveled past
Clark Field, and watched in awe as a
large 4-engined bomber came in to
land. One of the famous B-17s, sent
out to strengthen the American mili-
tary posture in the Far East. War had
come to these places already.

We drove home along Taft Avenue and
we could see Philippine Army guards
at the residences of some of the Japa-

nese community in Manila. We arrived
home, and this time we were able to
pick up news on the radio. I remem-
ber getting a very confused picture of
what had happened in Hawaii and re-
alizing that the Philippines, too was
now fully involved. However, the af-
ternoon remained calm and my dad
returned to work as usual. That night
there was a blackout, no lights in our
house, except in my parents’ bedroom,
which had air conditioning and hence
could be closed oft, made light tight.
Our home was in Pasay, near Taft Av-
enue extension, hardly a quarter mile
as the crow flies, from Nichols Field,
the Army Air Field at Manila. There
was a nearly full moon that night, and
the blacked out city had a ghostly,
almost sinister air.

Around midnight, the sirens sounded,
that dreadful wail. We had no air raid
shelter at the house, and had made
no provisions other than to agree to
gather near the steps on the ground
floor (we lived on the scecond as did
most in those suburban Manila
houses), in an almost pathetic effort
to stay safe. So we gathered; the four
of us, and our servants. [ don't re-
member if there was an all clear, but
after about half an hour when noth-
ing happened, we decided to go back
to bed.

At about 3 a.m., I was awakened by
the drone of a number of high-flying
airplancs approaching. I called to my
brother, Barney, and asked if he heard
them. “I think they're ours,” he said.
At that moment came a series of the
loudest explosions 1 had ever heard,
each one sounding closer than the
last, cach seemingly, terrifyingly irre-
sistible. We rushed to get downstairs,
joined by our parents. From the di-
rection of Nichols Field we could hear
anti-aircraft machine guns firing as
the planes passed over. In the distance
came the sound of sirens from ambu-
lances and perhaps fire trucks driv-
ing along Taft towards Nichols; I re-
alized people were hurt and dying and
others would follow; in the sinister
calm that followed I lay in terror that
the drone would return. We were |
felt, I knew, helpless against such vio-
lence.

War had come. It was here, it was us.
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Les Jackson, Executive Director

National Capitol Office

1722 Eye Street, NW

Washington, D.C. 20006

PO Box 30324, Bethesda, MD 20824

(202) 530-9220; (202) 223-8818 fax

(301) 951-0048 home; e-mail: lesjax@earthlink.net

on capitol hill

Charles Stenger, Ph.D, Legislative Co-Chairman
5709 Brewer House Circle, Rockville, MD 20852

(301) 231-7555

Mary Rolen, Legislative Co-Chairman
7450 Spring Village Dr. CC510
Springfield, VA 22150

(703) 923-9444

Everybody's ta]km about it. No, not
Tom Cruise’s latest “foot in mouth”
escapade. I mean the serious busi-
ness of the VETERANS DISABILITY
BENEFITS COMMISSION. We are
going to jump in and give you what
we know. The Commission was
appointed by the President and the
leaders of Congress to study the
benefits and services intended to
compensate and assist veterans
and their survivors for disabilities
and deaths attributable to military
service.

At their first meeting on May 9%,
Chairman Terry Scott said “We will
conduct a thorough and objective
analysis of the full range of pro-
grams that are intended to meet the
needs of veterans. We'll have to
address many issues that are com-
plex and sensitive, and we will do
so impartially. We take very seri-
ously the fact that the level and
nature of future benefits and ser-
vices depends to some extent on
us and on this Commission. We all
believe that veterans have earned
their Nation’s support with their
sacrifices, and we intend to be sure
they are looked after.”

Who are these people?

The Commission will ultimately
have thirteen members, seven of
whom must hold one of the three
highest awards for valor - the Con-
gressional Medal of Honor, the Dis-
tinguished Service Cross, the Navy
Cross, Air Force Cross or the Silver
Star. So far, eleven members have
been appointed and five have these
awards, including two who have
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the Congressional Medal of Honor.
Eight are retired military. Members
of the Commission are:

James Terry Scott, LTG, US Army
(Ret), Texas - Chairman

Nick D. Bacon, 1SG, US Arm} (Ret),
Arkansas

Larry G. Brown, COL, US Army (Ret),
Oregon

Jennifer Sandra Carroll LCDR, US
Navy (Ret), Florida

Donald M. Cassiday, COL, USAF
(Ret), Illinois

John Holland Grady, Texas
Charles “Butch” Joeckel, USMC
(Ret), Florida

James Everett Livingston, MG,
USMC (Ret), South Carolina
Dennis Vincent McGinn, VADM, US
Navy (Ret), Maryland

Rick Surratt, Virginia

Joe Wynn, Washington, DC

Ray Wilburn is the Executive Direc-
tor of the Commission, with offices
located at 1101 Pennsylvania Ave.,
NW, Suite 520, Washington, DC
20004.

The Commission is interested in
receiving input from all veterans.
Anyone may submit a written state-
ment at any time by e-mailing it to
vetscommission@va.gov or by
USPS to their street address.

However, the Commission is not in
a position to respond to individual
claims. Questions or requests for
assistance should be directed to the
Department of Veterans Affairs.
The website is: http://iris.va.gov, or
call toll free 1-800-827-1000. Your
local Regional Office will help you.
Ask for the POW Coordinator. Our
AXPOW National Service Officer in
your area will work with you.

The second meeting of the Com-
mission on June 9" concentrated
on the recently released IG report
on State Variances in VA Disability
Compensation Payments, a discus-
sion of PTSD and IU (Individual
Unemployability) claims.

Around the first of the year, the
Chicago Sun Times ran a series of
articles comparing the compensa-
tion payment of Illinois veterans to
national data. Illinois veterans were
well below the average. The
Speaker of the House, Dennis
Hassert, is from Illinois. Lane
Evans, the Ranking Member of the
House Veterans Affairs Committee,
is from Illinois. The two Senators
from Illinois, Richard Durbin and
Barack Obama have expressed in-
terest in this issue. Secretary
Nicholson was hearing from all of
them and it was not to wish him a
“Happy New Year".

The Secretary responded immedi-
ately by requesting that the Office
of Inspector General (OIG) deter-
mine why there are differences for
veterans living in different states.
The result is a report discussing the
various issues and presented ten
recommendations. They also got
feedback from a good cross-section
of Rating Specialists and Decision
Review Officers.

The American Ex-Prisoners of War
presented a written statement pre-
pared by Charles Stenger in which
he states the IG Report “confirms
what has long been known; many
deserving veterans throughout the
50 states are either denied service-
connection or are inadequately
compensated for their service-con-
nected disabilities.” He went on to
say “VA does know how to do this




on capitol hill

continued

job right. It has already demon-
strated this with respect to former
prisoners of war.

No veteran with a service-incurred
disability should be left out or sub-
ject to untimely, insensitive admin-
istrative processing. It is a matter
of priority, commitment and deter-
mination to fulfill this objective
and to do it in a fair, objective and
compassionate manner. Veterans
Affairs Central Office program of-
ficials should emphasize and sup-
port ‘doing it right’ the first time
rather than relying on costly and
protracted belated corrective ac-
tion.”

LES

The last few weeks have been ex-
tremely busy for us in our effort
to obtain legislation for DIABETES
& OSTEOPOROSIS in the Senate.
Yes, we have a bill! S1271 was in-
troduced by Sen. Patty Murray late
on Monday, June 20™. On Tuesday,
after it was numbered, we imme-
diately sent copies to Commander
Cooper, SVC Harvey and members
of the Legislative Committee, fol-
lowed by copies to the members of
the Board.

Our time was precious as there was
a lot going on, like a hearing by the
Senate Veterans Affairs Committee
already scheduled in just three
days for the morning of June 23
for 11 other veterans bills. If we
move fast, we can get ours on that
agenda. After many well-placed
phone calls, our bill was included
for this hearing. The witnesses to
be heard had been selected. There
were five VSOs.

I immediately contacted all of them
- the DAV, American Legion, VFW,
AMVETS and PVA and asked for
their verbal endorsement for sup-
port of our bill when they testify.
All of them did! After the hearing,

I personally thanked each of them
for their support and favorable
comments on our behalf.

Please, when you see some of the
leaders of these VSOs, make it a
point to thank them and ask for
their continued support by asking
their Senators to cosponsor by call-
ing Senator Murray’s office (202-
224-0221). When speaking to the
committee, Senator Murray deliv-
ered an outstanding introduction
to our bill. She highly praised our
PNC Fran Agnes, her “dearly be-
loved friend for his excellent work
for all veterans” and further stated
why this bill needs to become law
for former POWs.

In addition to the Washington of-
fice, others who so generously con-
tributed to the success of this leg-
islation were Dr. Mack Orsborn of
the VA Puget Sound Health Care
System in Seattle, Dr. Robert E.
Hain, Director of the Robert E.
Mitchell Center for POW Studies in
Pensacola, FL, Dr. Jerrold E.
Johnson, formerly with VAMC,
Reno, NV, and Dr. Jo Harbour,
VAMC, Jackson, MS. Our sincere
thanks for all they have done and
will continue to do for former
POWs.

“What can I do?” you ask. Contact
your Senators and Representative
now and ask them to cosponsor our
bills - S1271 in the Senate and
HR1598 in the House.

To cosponsor all the legislator
needs to do is call the Sponsor’s
office to add their name as a co-
sponsor. Murray in the Senate -
202-224-0221, Legislative Director
Evan Schatz; and Bilirakis in the
House - 202-225-5755, Chief of
Staff Rebecca Hyder. We ask you
to do it now because we need to
get it done this first session of Con-
gress scheduled to adjourn Sept.
30. Just two months from now.

Maxry

House & Senate Veterans
Affairs Committee Members

Representatives

REPUBLICANS

Steve Buyer (IN) Chairman
Mike Bilirakis (FL)
Terry Everett (AL)

CIliff Stearns (FL)

Jerry Moran (KS)
Richard Baker (LA)
Henry Brown (SC)

Jeff Miller (FL)

John Boozman (AR)

Jeb Bradley (NH)

Ginny Brown-Waite (FL)
Devin Nunes (CA)
Michael R. Turner (OH)

DEMOCRATS

Lane Evans (IL) Ranking Member
Bob Filner (CA)

Luiz Gutierrez (IL)
Corrine Brown (FL)
Vic Snyder (AR)

Mike Michaud (ME)
Stephanie Herseth (SD)
Ted Strickland (OH)
Darlene Hooley (OR)
Silvestre Reyes (TX)
Shelley Berkley (NV)
Tom Udall (NM)

Senators

REPUBLICAN

Larry E. Craig (ID) Chairman
Arlen Specter (PA)

Kay Bailey Hutchison (TX)
Lindsey O. Graham (SC)
Richard Burr (NC)

John Ensign (NV)

John Thune (SD)

Johnny Isakson (GA)
DEMOCRAT

Daniel K. Akaka (HI) Ranking
John D. Rockefeller, IV (WV)
Patty Murray (WA)

Barak Obama (IL)

Ken Salazar (CO)
INDEPENDENT

James A. Jeffords (VT)
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pow medsearch

Marsha Coke ~ Chairman

Office hours: 9-3 Monday-Friday
3201 East Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40
Arlington, TX 76010-5396

(817) 649-2979; (817) 649-0109 fax

e-mail: marsha.coke@axpow.org

PACKET #5 (What Every POW Wife Should Know Before She is Your Widow) includes the most recent laws
and benefits published. The packet (approximately 110 pages) may be purchased from National Headquarters.
The cost of the packet is $11.00 plus shipping.

About VA
Research & Development

Mission: To discover knowledge,
develop VA researchers and health
care leaders, and create innovations
that advance health care for our
veterans and the nation.

VA R&D Organization

The Office of Research and Devel-
opment aspires to lead the Veter-
ans Health Administration in provid-
ing unequaled health care value to
veterans. That endeavor is made
ever greater-and challenged by-the
changing dynamics of healthcare,
which is always evolving as consum-
ers demand quality for their dollar,
and medical technology leaps ahead
of our capacity to manage it.

The Office of Research and Devel-

opment is like a major “wheel” of

research, and four Services are its
“spokes.” Each Service oversees a
number of world renowned re-
search centers nationwide;

Biomedical Laboratory Research &
Development

Clinical Science Research & Devel-
opment

Cooperative Studies Program
Health Services Research & Devel-
opment Service

Rehabilitation Research & Develop-
ment Service

Each of these services is headed by
adirector who is supervised by the
Chief Research and Development

Ex-POW Bulletin
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Officer (CRADO), who in turn re-
ports to the Office of the Under
Secretary for Health. An organiza-
tional chart is provided below.

VAR&D 3
Designated Research Areas

While each of VA’s four research
services have particular foci and ex-
pertise, the new strategic plan for
VA research streamlines and com-
bines appropriate goals and objec-
tives into one integrated effort.

Built into this plan, Designated Re-
search Areas identify aging, chronic
diseases, mental illness, substance
abuse, sensory loss, trauma-related
impairment, health systems, special
populations, and military occupa-
tional and environmental exposures
as primary research targets because
of their prevalence in the veteran
patient population. These Desig-
nated Research Areas cut across
the traditional boundaries of VA’'s
four research services to achieve a
new synergy.

Major initiatives in the coming years
will reflect the conviction that solv-
ing complex health problems re-
quires not only specialized exper-
tise but continuing synthesis, re-
examination of important issues,
and communication among disci-
plines.

Aging and Age-Related Changes

Normal age-related changes

Aging syndromes (e.g., frailty, immo-
bility, falls)

Compound problems  and
comorbidities (e.g., coexisting diabe-
tes and coronary artery disease,
dementia and hip fracture)

Care of elderly veterans
End of life issues

Acute and Traumatic Injury

Amputation (due to injury or dis-
case)

Bone fractures and joint injuries (in-
cluding repair and replacement)
(Traumatic) brain injury
Multi-organ failure

Shock (including sepsis)

Military Occupational & Environ-
mental Exposures

Emerging pathogens
Post-traumatic stress disorder
(PTSD)

Psychological stress (including vio-
lence, sexual abuse)

Thermal exposure (burns, hypother-
mia)

Toxins and irritants (e.g., dermal, re-
productive, and respiratory)

Chronic Diseases

Bone and joint disorders (including
chronic low back pain, osteoarthri-
tis and osteoporosis).

Cancers (adult leukemia/lymphoma,
and solid tissue tumors; including
cancer pain).

Cardiovascular, cerebrovascular and
peripheral vascular diseases (includ-
ing related acute events such as
myocardial infarction, stroke, and
heart failure)

Chronic infectious diseases (HIV/
AIDS, hepatitis)

Chronic lung discase

Chronic renal disease

Dementia & neuronal dysfunction
(including Alzheimer’s Discase,
Parkinson's)



medsearch continued

Diabetes & major complications
Gastrointestinal disorders (including
bowel and liver disorders)

Spinal cord injury & regeneration

Sensory Disorders and Loss

Hearing disorders
Vision disorders
Disorders of taste and smell

Mental Illness

Anxiety disorders

Behavioral disorders

Depression and mood disorders
Schizophrenia

Specialized VA mental health ser-
vices (behavioral and medical inter-
ventions)

Substance Abuse

Alcohol

Drug

Tobacco

Dual diagnosis (e.g., alcohol and
drugs)

Specialized substance abuse ser-
vices (behavioral and medical inter-
ventions)

Special (Underserved, High Risk)
Populations

Veterans with permanent disabilities
(e.g., blind and paralyzed )

Veteran cohorts defined by shared
military experience (e.g., prisoners of
war, Persian Gulf veterans)
Historically underserved veterans
(e.g., women, racial, ethnic and cul-
tural minorities, rural veterans)
Veterans whose living arrangements
pose challenges to their health (e.g.,
homeless or homebound)

Health Services and Systems

Supply and organization of re-
sources & services,
Delivery/coordination of resources
& services.

Outcomes of care.

VAR&D
Historical Accomplishments

1946

Developed and tested effective
therapies for tuberculosis following
World War II. Multi-center clinical tri-
als led to development of the Co-
operative Studies Program, which
has since produced effective treat-
ments for diseases and conditions
including schizophrenia, diabetes,
depression, heart disease and
stroke.

Established the standard for devel-
oping better-fitting, lighter artificial
limbs through studies of human lo-
comotion, enhanced surgical tech-
niques and modernized design and
manufacturing methods.

1947

Introduced the first mobility and
orientation rehabilitation-training
program for blind persons.

1958

Invented the implantable cardiac
pacemaker, helping many patients
prevent potentially life-threatening
complications from irregular heart-
beats.

1960

Pioneered the concepts that led to
development of computerized axial
tomography (CAT scan).

1961 «

Conducted groundbreaking work
with radioisotopes that led to de-
velopment of modern radioimmu-
noassay diagnostic techniques.

1968

Performed the first successful liver
transplants and developed tech-
niques for suppressing the body’s
natural attempt to reject trans-
planted tissue.

1970

Expanded understanding of how
brain hormones interact with the
endocrine system.

1984

Developed the nicotine patch and
other therapies to help smokers
give up the habit.

1989

Invented a computer system that
provides patients on ventilators
with more accurate respirator set-
tings, fewer medical complications,
and better patient outcomes.

1990

Contributed to development of the
first standards for wheelchair pre-
scriptions.

1991

Development of Functional Electri-
cal Stimulation systems that allow
patients to move paralyzed limbs.

Demonstrated that early treatment
with corticosteroids reduces dam-
age from spinal cord injury.

1993

Developed and tested a new device
that has lead to improved wheel-
chair designs by enhancing assess-
ments of upper extremity pain in
manual wheelchair users.

1994

Demonstrated that one aspirin tab-
let a day reduced by half the rate
of death and nonfatal heart attacks
in patients with unstable angina.

1995

Conducted the National Surgical
Quality Improvement Program, which
is instrumental in identifying ways
to improve surgical care.
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1996

Identified the gene that causes
Werner's syndrome, a disease
marked by premature aging.

Developed clinical practice guide-
lines on cholesterol screening for
the American College of Physicians

Found that an implantable insulin
pump offers better blood sugar
control, weight control and quality
of life for adult-onset diabetes than
multiple daily injections.

1997

Identified a gene associated with a
major risk for schizophrenia.

1998

Identified a gene that causes arare
form of dementia, providing a po-
tential target for treatment of
Alzheimer's disease.

Found that less expensive, conser-
vative treatment of a common type
of heart attack is superior to the
standard heart catheterization and
balloon angioplasty.

Demonstrated that administering
ervthropoetin under the skin is as
effective and less expensive than
intravenous administration for treat-
ment of severe anemia in hemodi-
alysis patients.

Started the Quality Enhancement
Research Initiative that is rapidly
translating research results into clini-
cal practice for conditions prevalent
among veterans.

1999

Found that a chemical messenger
and a neurotoxin can shut down
neurons associated with chronic
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pain while leaving intact those
needed for a normal pain response.

Conducted the first treatment tri-
als for Gulf War Veterans' llinesses.
One study is testing an antibiotic,
and another is testing exercise and
behavioral therapy for effective-
ness in treating unexplained symp-
toms reported by veterans.

2000

Showed that colonoscopy is supe-
rior to the more widely used sigmoi-
doscopy as a primary screening
mechanism for colon cancer.

Conducted the first large clinical trial
of hearing aids, showing that the
devices can help the hearing-im-
paired in both quiet and noisy envi-
ronments.

2001

Began the first clinical trial under the
new Tri-National Research Initiative,
Researchers from the VA are col-
laborating with colleagues from
Canada and the United Kingdom to
determine the optimal antiretroviral
therapy for AIDS and HIV infection.

Initiated a landmark clinical trial that
will assess the effectiveness of im-
planting deep brain stimulators as a
treatment for Parkinson's disease.
The study will be conducted at the
VA's six new Parkinson's Disease
Research, Education and Clinical
Centers.

Recent Advances

Shingles Vaccine Proves
Effective in Large VA Trial

In one of the largest adult vaccine
trials ever, researchers from the
Department of Veterans Affairs and
colleagues have shown that an ex-
perimental vaccine against shingles
prevented about 51 percent of
cases of shingles, a painful nerve
and skin infection, and dramatically
reduced its severity and complica-
tions in vaccinated persons who got
shingles.

The findings appeared in the June
2, 2005, New England Journal of
Medicine.

ALS clinical trial follows promis-
ing animal study

Patients with amyotrophic lateral
sclerosis (ALS), or Lou Gehrig's dis-
ease, will be recruited starting in late
March for a VA-funded nationwide
study testing the safety of sodium
phenylbutyrate as a life-extending
treatment.

The drug, which has been used for
years as a cancer therapy, signifi-
cantly extended the lives of ALS
mice in a recent study.

VA continues to play
key role in PTSD research

Recent reports indicate that as many
as 10 to 20 percent of service per-
sonnel deployed to Iraq and Af-
ghanistan may be diagnosed with
posttraumatic stress disorder
(PTSD), presenting future healthcare
challenges for VA.

Until relatively recently, a diagnosis
of PTSD was rarely made and gen-
erally only applied to veterans.

VA patients receive
better care than
non-VA patients

VA patients are significantly more
likely than similar patients in the
general population to receive rec-
ommended preventive and chronic
care, according to a study released
in the Annals of Internal Medicine.

Study Urges Better Blood-Pres-
sure Control in Seniors

A review study led by Sarwat I.
Chaudhry, MD, a fellow at the West
Haven VAMC, backs recent recom-
mendations from a national commit-
tee that urged doctors to be more
proactive in treating systolic hyper-
tension in older adults.




. Santo Tomas prisoncamp 1, POWs at Cabanatuan
internces Lee Rogers and

John Todd.

11. Bilibid POW hospital 12. Bataan Death March,
Camp 3 beaten with clubs.  ward. Philippine Islands. April 1942.

j_ Pvt. Robert Collins & M/ 3. Pfc. Robert Brandon ra- icld Detail. PI. n American POW suf-
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behind UN lines. Chechon, lag IX-B. ing treated in Bilibid.
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POW Photos Order Form

These black & white 8x10” photographs are available
: from MedSearch. Please include a‘'donation of $5.00 :
6. A Gl s liberated from a  per picture, or $50.00 for the complete set of 12 with 9+ 100 days as a POW -
German prison camp. your order. Fill out the form below with selections. 100 1b. weight loss.

Fill in the number of copics Mail to:
of cach pic[urc desired in the MEDSEARCH., AXPOW National Hcadquartcrs

blank beside the picture’s 3201 East Pioneer Parkway. Suite 40

identification number: Arlington. TX 76010. PH: 817-649-2979: fax 817-649-0109; e-mail: marsha.coke/@ axpow.org

1. 5. 9.
Name

2. 6. 10. Address

3. 7. 1. City/State/Zip

4. 8. 12, Credit Card: MasterCard VISA
Card # _ - Expiration: N

Set of 12 photos 2
Total Amount Enclosed or Charged Ex-POW Bulletin
($5.00 per picture/$50.00 for set of 12) August 2005
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Doris Jenks, National
Service Director~ Training
1120 Daleside Lane

New Port Richey, Fl. 34655

(727) 372-7238 - Home

(727) 319-5914 - Office

dorisjenks@juno.com

[ have received inquiries about vari-
ous subjects over the last year. |
will address some of them now.

1) Dependency Indemnity Compen-
sation (DIC): The current rate is
$993 a month. Widows DO NOT re-
ceive their husband’s full 100% com-
pensation even if the death is ser-
vice-connected. An award of a ser-
vice-connected death only grants a
one-time additional amount for
burial expenses - up to $2,000.

Add: $213 to the DIC payment, if at
the time of veteran’s death, the vet-
eran was in receipt of, or entitled
to receive, compensation for a ser-
vice-connected disability (including
arating based on individual unem-
ployability) for a continuous period
of at least 8 years immediately pre-
ceding death and the surviving
Spouse was married to the veteran
for those same 8 years.

NOTE: This means the veteran must
be ALIVE and in receipt of the 100%
for those 8 vears.

2) When filing a claim for the
presumptives in effect since Oct.
7, 2004, please remember, even
though you are submitting medical
evidence, you could be scheduled
for a compensation examination.

Ex-POW Bulletin
August 2005

14

Exams will be scheduled at the clos-
est V.A. to you to determine the
severity of your disability, based on
V.A. criteria,

3) When filing a new claim with the
V.A,, list on the claim, only those
Former Prisoner of War
presumptives or injuries you believe
you have, or you have been treated
for.

4) Nursing Care: Former Prisoners
of War who have a service-con-
nected disability are eligible for V.A.
health care. This includes hospital,
nursing home and outpatient treat-
ment. Former Prisoners of War who
do not have a service-connected
disability are eligible for V.A. hospi-
tal and nursing home care - without
regard to their ability to pay.

5) Veterans living or planning to
travel outside the U.S., should reg-
ister with the Denver Foreign Medi-
cal Program Office, P.0O, Box 65021,
Denver, Co. 80206-9021. USA
Phone (303) 331-7590. Veterans liv-
ing or traveling in Germany, Panama,
Australia, Italy, United Kingdom, Ja-
pan and Spain, can call toll free (8 77)
345-8179. Veterans in Mexico or
Costa Rica can use the same num-
ber, but must first use the U.S. coun-
try code. Spouses or widows eli-
gible for ChampaVA are also cov-
ered for health care outside of the
U.S.

A number of NSOs were omitted
from the July Bulletin listing. If you
were not listed, please contact me.
If someone you know was listed
and is not an active NSO, please let
me know that as well. Below are
some of the NSOs who were not in
the July issue.

Doris Jenks

Edwin W. Hays

W. 143 Ridgewood Avenue
Paramus, NJ 07652
(201)445-1533
Tloguml@cs.com

Robert Levine

228 Zabriskie Place

River Edge, NJ 07661
(201)342-0393
bobnede@aol.com

Vincent R. Fugarazzo

69 Prospect St.

Nutley, N.J. 07110-3153
(973) 667-5939

Melanie R. Bussel
Norman Bussel

1739 Horton Rd.,
Monhegan Lake, N.Y. 10547
(914) 528-7147

Lorrance T. Cohn

23 Robin Rd.
Poughkeepsie, N.Y. 12601
(845) 462-1695
Alexander LePenna

47 Thornwood Dr.
Poughkeepsie, N.Y. 12603
(845) 454-8875

Harold Perkins

Majorie Perkins

972 Main St.,

Clifton Park, N.Y. 12065
Eugene M Powell

Neva M. Powell

456 Christian Herald Rd.
Valley Cottage, N.Y. 10989
(845) 480-5172

Irving Schrom

4 South Amundsen Lane
Suffern, N.Y. 10901

(845) 357-7404 _!

Ruth Grondeck Klumpp
2817 Lera Jones Dr.
Antioch, TN 37017 |
(615) 367-9383

Wright Swaney

407 Pine Hill Road |
Elizabethton, TN 37643
(423) 543-2189

Jack Diamond

8601 S.W. 85th Ave,

Miami, Fl. 33143-6969

(305) 595-8949

(305) 324-4455, Ext. 4709 VA Miami
Frederick G. Fink

10180 West Bay Harbor Dr., Apt. 3C
Bay Harbor Island, Fl. 33154

(305) 865-6505

(305) 324-4455, Ext. 4709 VA Miami
Annette Steres

1100 S.W. 128 Terrace, CAM-U #309
Pembroke Pines, Fl. 33027

(954) 437-7360

(305) 324-4455, Fxt. 4709, VA Miami



VA Outreach
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Before it’s too late

NSO Fred Campbell, Chairman
3312 Chatterton Dr.

San Angelo, TX 76904
325-944-4002; fredrev@webtv.net

Committee members:

NSO Frank Kravetz (412) 824-2674;
ND Bill Richardson (910) 864-7318;
ND Bonnie Sharp (253) 565-0444.

AXPOW must be about
Caring ACTION with
PERSISTENT Integrity!

Of all places! In Madison, Wisconsin!
AXPOW National Service Officers
Walter & Violet Peterson on Memo-
rial Day found the CONFEDERATE
cemetery with Confederate flags
abounding, flying in the face of all
those damnyankees surrounding
them. But also Walt & VI share “Our
Most Heart Wrenching Claim”.

“We met Jim Ballew at the Veterans
Supermarket in Madison, WI. We
were there to give out information
on POW benefits. Jim came by and
visited, finally got around to telling
us that he was on the USS Hous-
ton, captured, March 3, 1942, when
his ship was sunk. Finally was taken
to the River Quai, as forced labor
on the railroad. Was liberated Aug.
15, 1945. He had filed a claim in
1984. But there was no proof of his
ever being a POW; he was told that
he was denied benefits.

We talked to him, and he finally let
us re-file his claim on 6/10/02. He
was denied again. We had to have
proof of his capture. Jim brought us
a book written by James H. Fischer.
All prisoners taken from the USS
Houston were listed. Jim's name
was among the surviving prisoners.

We took the book to the organiza-
tion that had filed his first claim in
1984, asked for a copy of the

records they had previously filed
and were denied. We were told they
would keep his file that we had with
us, that it would be filed along with
his old records. We refused, and
took what we had to the VA, gave
them the book as proof, and were
told, ‘This is all we need! We could
hardly wait to get back home to call
him...only to learn he had passed
away and was buried the day be-
fore. His claim would have gone
back to his first denial in 1984. Jim
had become near and dear to us.

(Some of his background history. He
was from Oklahoma, a descendent
of Cynthia Ann Parker, the little
white girl captured by the
Comanche Indians. She was married
later to a Chief. They had two chil-
dren, a little girl and a son named
Quanah, who would become the
last great Comanche chief. He was
the grandfather of Jim Ballew.
Cynthia Ann was returned to her
family, but escaped and returned to
her Comanche family.)

A heart-wrenching claim. Not only
was Jim wronged by our govern-
ment, he was wronged by the coun-
try he loved so much!:

Before it’s too late? Sometimes it
is. Have you upgraded Your VA
claim?

Success
Stories

This is About W.0.M.

Word of Mouth is so important! You
may be a key person for another
POW or POW’s widow...who has
never been aware of Former POW
benefits due them by the VA,

Wyoming. We don’t have any Na-
tional Service Officers there.

Here in San Angelo, TX, I was help-
ing former POW Stoney who had
never applied for a VA benefit. He
got his 100% award, and wanted to
join AXPOW. I cut the membership

application request out of the
monthly Bulletin. He noticed some
new members listed on the back of
that cut-out. There was an old
school chum, both raised together
in Kaycee, Wyoming. Stoney put in
a call to his old friend, Bill. Bill had
30% disability rating from his POW
experience. I called Bill to see if we
could get his rating upgraded. He had
several presumptive conditions that
cried out for an upgrade. Now Bill
has 100% disability rating. And his
wife should have ChampVA free
Medicare supplement by now.
W.0.M. can be important.

In talking to another Key person, a
former POW in Oklahoma, I found
he had his 100% disability rating, and
he said, “My wife has ChampVA, too,
and it really works good. I appreci-
ate your calling. And maybe you
could help an acquaintance of mine
in Wyoming. Ed lives in Cody. I called
Ed and found he had never applied
to the VA for former POW benefits.
He had been going to the nearest
VAMC for 15 years for hearing aids
and dental care, but no one had
mentioned POW presumptives. AND,
he was a military retiree, and he
knew any POW disability compensa-
tion he might receive would reduce
his military pension by a like amount.
BUT, new rule. Congress has
changed that old rule, so that many
are now receiving their disability
compensation IN ADDITION to their
military pension. Now Ed ha the pos-
sibility to get both, and is filing a
claim to the VA for his former POW
disability compensation. Finally jus-
tice for POW military pensioners.
W.0.M. again!

Do yvou know someone who needs
a push to pursue VA POW benefits?
Contact your nearest AXPOW Na-
tional Service Officer. Or AXPOW’s
NSO Director Doris Jenks; see her
AXPOW Bulletin column for address
and phone number.
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pow-mia committee

PNC John Edwards, Chairman
889 Randall Road

Niskayuna, NY 12309-4815

(518) 393-3907 phone & fax

POW/MIA car-window decals are
available at a cost of $20 per 100
by sending a check to the League
office at 1005 North Glebe Road,
Suite 170, Arlington, VA 22201.
POW/MIA lapel pins are also
available at $3 each or 2/$5. For
added information please contact
the League's web site at www.pow-
miaftamilies.org or call the national
office at 703-465-7432. If no one
is available to take your call, please
leave a message.

NOTICE: Korean War Accounting
Activities in North Korea Sus-
pended!

On May 25, following the exit of all
U.S. personnel from North Korea,
for security reasons, joint recovery
operations in that country were tem-
porarily suspended. The suspen-
sion continues at this time. Joint
Field Activities (JFAs) 39 and 40 have
been cancelled by Pacific Com-
mands’ Joint POW/MIA Accounting
Command (JPAC); JFA 41, the final
JFA that has been planned for 2005,
remains on hold. If the temporary
suspension of operations is not
lifted by July 26, it too will be can-
celled. There are no U.S. personnel
in North Korea at this time.

Following the completion of JFA 38
and the exiting of all associated U.S.
personnel from North Korea, a tem-
Ex-POW Bulletin
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porary suspension of recovery op-
erations was placed into effect.
JPAC indicates JFA recovery teams
recovered more than one set of re-
mains from North Korea during this
JEA, the first in 2005.

On June 24, at Hickam Air Force
Base, Hawaii, the U.S. Pacific Com-
mand and JPAC conducted a repa-
ration ceremony for probable Ameri-
can remains recovered during JFA 37
in North Korea and remains recently
recovered during JFAs in Laos,
China, and Palau.

2005 Annual Government Brief-
ings for Vietnam War Families of
Missing Americans

The Defense POW/Missing Person-
nel Office (DPMO) hosted 263 fam-
ily members representing 115 loss
cases at the 2005 Annual Govern-
ment Briefings for tamilies of Ameri-
cans missing from the Vietham War
from June |5-17, at the DoubleTree
Crystal City Hotel, in Arlington, Vir-
ginia. Annually, Congress has au-
thorized the Secretary of Defense
to have the military services fund
the transportation for up to two
family members of an American
missing from the war who reside
outside of a 350-mile radius of
Washington, D.C., to attend the
briefings.

U.S.-Russian Commissioners
Meet on POW/MIA Issues

The U.S.-Russia Joint Commission
on POW/MIAs concluded a series of
meetings in Moscow as part of a
worldwide effort to account for
more than 88,000 Americans miss-
ing from past conflicts.

The Commission, established in
1992 by Presidents Bush and
Yeltsin, held its 19th plenary session
Tuesday and Wednesday. Chaired
by Commissioner A. Denis Clift on
the U.S. side and General Major (ret.)
Vladimir Antonovich Zolotarev on
the Russian side, the Commission
explored open questions in work-
ing groups that tfocused on the Viet-
nam War, the Cold War, the Korean
War, and World War Il1. Clift, presi-

dent of the Joint Military Intelligence
College, served as U.S. chairman for
this plenum.

In the two days of discussions, the
U.S. pressed the Russian side for
assistance on four Cold War shoot
downs in the Russian Far East. The
Vietnam War group discussed ways
in which the Russians could facili-
tate interviews with former KGB
officials and other military and dip-
lomatic personnel who served in
Southeast Asia during that war. This
group also discussed U.S. access to
documents now classified that are
believed to hold information about
Americans who were held prisoners
of war and who did not return from
Vietnam.

During the plenum, Mr. Clift also met
with General Major Aleksandr V.
Kirilin, Chief of the Memorial Cen-
ter of the Russian Federation Armed
Forces. General Kirilin, who repre-
sented General Lieutenant Vladimir
A. Shamanov, the new Chairman of
Russia’s newly-established Inter-
agency Commission for Prisoners
of War, Internees, and Missing in Ac-
tion, assured Mr. Clift that the Joint
Commission's work will go forward,
and General Kirilin's organization will
provide the staff to support the
work of the Russian side.

The U.S. participants, including the
senior staff of the Joint Commis-
sion Support Directorate (JCSD)
from the Defense Department's
POW/Missing Personnel Office, also
asked for Russian assistance in ar-
ranging expeditions to the Far East
in search of WWII downed aircraft.

The U.S. side cited the value of con-
tinuing archival access granted by
the Russians to DoD researchers in
the military archives at Podolsk.
Since 1997, JCSD researchers have
retrieved more than 45,000 pages
from that archive, clarifying the fates
of more than 250 U.S. airmen who
were shot down during the Korean
War. Soviet pilots flew more than 75
per cent of the MiG-15 missions
against U.S. pilots during that war.




news. events and information

August 18-21. Ohio Department
AXPOW convention will be held at
Comfort Inn (740-775-3500) in
Chillicothe. Registration $30. Reg-
istrar DJVC Eleanora Morrow; 134
Kanawha Rd.; Lancaster, OH 43130-
3476.

August 24-27, 2005. The 86™ An-
nual Convention of the 80th Divi-
sion Veterans Assn. will be held at
the Marriott North, 6500 Doubletree
Ave., Columbus, OH 43229; (614)
885-1885. Chairman: Walter
Spangler, 8275 Hagerty Rd, Ashville,
OH 43103; (740) 474-5734.

August 26-28, 2005. Department of
North Carolina Annual Convention
will be held at the Woodlawn Inn and
Conference Center, 212 W.
Woodlawn Road, Charlotte, NC
28120. Roomrate is $55.50 plus tax.
For reservations, call 704-525-8350.
Contact Roy Hudnall, Dept. Com-
mander, 704-841-2174.

Aug. 27-31, 2005. The 42nd and
final Annual Reunion for Survivors
of Bataan, Corregidor and Former
Prisoners of War of the Far East will
again be held at the Fontana Village.
Reservations: 800-849-2258. For
information, please contact Wayne
Carringer, PO Box 46, Robbinsville,
NC 28771; (828) 479-6205.

Aug. 27-30, 2005. The 84th Infan-
try ‘Railsplitter’ Division 60th an-
nual reunion will be held at the
Crowne Plaza Hotel, 3000 S. Dirksen
Parkway, Springfield, IL 62703; ph:
217-529-7777. For information,
contact: Troy Mallory, Chairman,
217-223-9062; fax: 217-223-9065.

Aug. 31-Sept. 4, 2005. The 59 An-
nual Reunion of the 106" Infantry
Division Association will be held at
the Doubletree Hotel, 300 Canal
Street, New Orleans, LA; 800-562-
5110. Contact: Armed Forces Re-

unions, Inc., 322 Madison Mews,
Norfolk, VA 23510; attn. 106" Inf.

Sept. 7-11, 2005. The Mukden Sur-
vivors Annual Reunion will be held
in Kingston, NY, at the Ramada Inn.
We are working on a visit and pos-
sibly a seminar at West Point, as well
as a Boat ride up the Hudson and a
tour of Historic Kingston, First Capi-
tol of NY state during the Revolu-
tionary War. Our banquet dinner will
be Saturday evening. For additional
information- please contact:
Sheldon Zimbler 845-339-9960;
email address: Shelzanne@aol.com,
or write to: 90 Fairview Avenue,
#7-8, Kingston, NY 12401.

Sept 8-12, 2005: the 157th Regi-
ment of the 45th Infantry Division
will hold its annual Reunion in
Washington, DC at the Hilton Crys-
tal City Hotel, Arlington, VA. For
further information contact Gordon
Kinley, Pres., 7227 W 23rd Ave,
Lakewood, CO 92919. Tel (303) 233-
2369, e-mail Gordonlk@cox.net.

Sept. 15-18, 2005. The Third Infan-
try Division Society and attached
units will hold their 86" reunion
at the Red Lion Hanalei Hotel, 2270
Hotel Circle North, San Diego, CA
92108; 800-882-0858. Contact:
Bruce Monkman, 818-343-3370;
brucemonkman@earthlink.net, or
Linda Irvine, 360-663-2521;
info@TheReunionBrat.com.

Sept. 20-25, 2005. 390" BG (H) Vet-
erans Association annual reunion
will be held in Washington DC. Con-
tact: Ken Rowland, PO Box 28363,
Spokane, WA 99228; 509-467-2565;
rkenrow@msn.com.

Sept. 21-25, 2005. USS Abanki AFT
96 Reunion will be held in Bowie,
Maryland. Contact: Adolph
Channell, R.R. 1, Box 246A,
Marlinton, WV 24954; (304) 799-
6442; achannell@marlintonwv.com.

Sept. 27-Oct. 2, 2005. AXPOW Na-
tional Convention will be held in
Denver, CO at the Doubletree Hotel,

3203 Quebec St. Registration forms
and additional information will be
in the Bulletin until convention.

Sept. 30, 2005. The annual Stalag
Luft IV & VI Reunion Night will be
held at the Denver Convention,
Doubletree Hotel. 7:00PM. You all
come. Contact Leonard E. Rose.

Sept. 28-Oct. 2, 2005. The 48™ FS,
FIS & FTS Association annual re-
union will be held in San Antonio,
TX. For information, contact: Joe
Onesty, 455 Galleon Way, Seal
Beach, CA 90740; 562-431-2901;
jonesty?2@adelphia.net.

September 29-Oct. 1, 2005. The
New England Chapter of the Chosin
Few Annual Reunion will be held
at the Radisson Hotel, Milford, MA.
For more information, contact John
Gutermuch, 23 Kettering Road,
Norwood, MA 02062; 781-769-

5656.

Sept. 29-Oct. 5, 2005. The 45 [n-
fantry Division Association
(Thunderbirds) Reunion will be
held in Oklahoma City, OK. Please
contact: Raul Trevino, 2145 NE
Street, Oklahoma City, OK 73111;
(210) 681-9134.

October 2-5, 2005. The Korean War
Veterans Association Annual Re-
union will be held at the Isle of Capri
Hotel, Bossier City, LA. Hotel reser-
vations: 877-465-3711. For more
information, contact Steve
dePyssler, RAQ@barksdale.af.mil;
318-456-5976.

October 11-15, 2005. The Second
Schweinfurt Memorial Association
Inc.(SSMA) will be hosting their
62nd Anniversary Reunion of
“Black Thursday” at the St. Peters-
burg Hilton, St. Petersburg, Florida.
The SSMA membership includes
men of the 8th Air Force who flew
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Mission 115 or “Black Thursday” to
Schweinfurt, Germany on October
14, 1943. Contact HB Associates,
419 N. Ring Ave., Tarpon Springs,
FL 34689 (727) 937-3232 or email:
info@hbassociates.net.

Oct. 19-22, 2005. 35™ Infantry Di-
vision Reunion will be held in
Springfield, MO. Contact: Bob
Dalton, 785-267-3295. Children and
orphans of 35™ Division members
are invited to join and spend time
with their fathers’ WWII comrades.

Ongoing.
Happy 75th
Anniversary, VA!

President Herbert Hoover signs Ex-
ecutive Order 5398 “Consolidation
and Coordination of Governmental
Activities Affecting Veterans” imple-
menting legislation passed July 3 by
Congress placing under one “admin-
istration” federal pension and other
benefits program and veterans
medical facilities.

This consolidated the U.S. Veterans’
Bureau, the National Homes for Dis-
abled Soldiers and the Bureau of
Pensions, Interior Department, into
the Veterans Administration (VA). At
the end of the fiscal year, VA oper-
ated 48 hospitals and 54 regional
offices with a work force of more
than 30,000. - Veterans Administra-
tion Annual Report, July 21, 1930

Secretary Nicholson has made ob-
servance and celebration of the 75th
Anniversary of the U.S. Department
of Veterans Affairs a priority for the
Department,

On July 21, 2005, VA Headquarters
began the celebration with a kick-
off program at the D.A.R. Constitu-
tion Hall near the White House. The
President was invited, along with an
audience of 3,000 VIPs, veterans and
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VA employees. A major Capitol Hill
event observing the VA 75th anni-
versary followed and special 75th
anniversary programs will be held
in conjunction with Veterans Day
2005 and Memorial Day 2006.

A 75th anniversary logo has been
approved and a special 75th anni-
versary poster will be ready in mul-
tiple formats very soon. Stay tuned
for more news and activities as it

becomes available.

looking
for

This letter is a request in the name
of my husband, Harold W.
Dorschner, who was captured dur-
ing the Battle of the Bulge and was
held prisoner in four different loca-
tions in Germany. The last location,
from where he was liberated at war's
end, was Stalag 10-B, located be-
tween Hamburg and Bremen.

We have been receiving the EX-POW
BULLETIN for many vyears and al-
most never see any mention of this
location. My husband was very ill,
near death, at the time of his libera-
tion and never had a chance to be-
come acquainted with any of his
fellow American prisoners. We have
visited the scene of the Battle of the
Bulge where he was captured and
also each of the four locations where
he was held as a prisoner. I even
have photos which I took at the site
of Stalag 10-B. However, in spite of
all this we have never received
knowledge of any other Americans
who were held prisoner at Stalag 10-
B. If you can supply us with any ad-
ditional information, it will be
greatly appreciated. Betty/Harold W.
Dorschner, 10701 N. La Reserve
Drive, Apt. 335, Oro Valley, AZ
85737-9145; 520-575-0120.

I have been researching the 307th
AEB Co B men. My uncle was one

of them and was killed on June 6,
1944. In the course of my research,
[ came across an intelligence report
about another member of B com-
pany, Robert Hause. He was cap-
tured on June 6, 1944 and ended
up in Stalag 4B in Muhlberg (of
Grasseth, Czech Republic). On Oc-
tober 26, 1944 there was a mine
cave-in that killed one POW. The
next day Robert House had an ar-
gument with the Captain Brawn
head of the POW Camp and said the
men were not going back into the
mines. He said you can shoot me,
but we aren’t going back down. The
Captain drew his pistol and shot
Hause dead. I am looking for any-
one who remembers this incident.
One of his buddies from the 307th
was in another camp never knew
that Robert had not made it through
the war. In fact he was the one who
gave me the phone number to your
organization. If anyone could help
me with this from your group it
would be greatly appreciated. Brian
Siddall, P.O. Box 3897, Ithaca, NY
14852; bsiddall@tweny.rr.com.

I am searching for info on POWs
from Anzio beachhead. Do you hap-
pen to know or know where I can
find information? I am looking for
how man were taken prisoners from
the 45th division on the Anzio
beachhead during the 4 months of
battle there. If you know where I can
search or maybe get answers please
let me know. Your help is much ap-
preciated; Cordino Longiotti, 522 E.
Valley View Rd., Ashland, Or. 97520;
corlon@charter.net.

I have a request of help from the
family of Gustave Frederick
Anchorstar, 423 Inf. Reg. of the
106th Inf. Div. He was in Stalag 9B
(his name doesn’t show in the list
that was given to me by Pete House),
and according to the person inquir-
ing, he - Anchorstar - was also at
“Berga.” I also cannot locate an
“Anchorstar” on any of the CIB or-
ders that I have. Does anybody rec-
ognize that name and can you tell
me what “Company” he was with in
the 423rd Regiment. John Kline
jpk@mm.com.



Andersonville

Andersonville NHS

496 Cemetery Road
Andersonville, GA 31711
(229) 924-0343
Alan_Marsh@nps.gov
Kandace_Muller@nps.gov

Submitted by
Mark A. Stibitz, President
Friends of Andersonville

The staff at Andersonville National
Historic Site was kind enough to ask
that The Friends of Andersonville
submit an article for vyour
publication this month. Given that
we have recently achieved our goal
of growing the Andersonville
National Historic Site Endowment
Trust to one million dollars, 1
thought that I would relate to your
membership, as best I can, how that
goal was attained. For some, this
will be re-hashed information.
Hopefully, for all it will be as exciting
as it is for me.

The Friends of Andersonville is a
non-profit Internal Revenue Service
recognized 501(c) (3) organization
that provides support to
Andersonville National Historic Site.
Past projects the Friends have
helped fund include interviews with
former POWSs, exhibits in the
National Prisoner of War Museum,
and the annual Andersonville Prison
Living History Weekend - a program
that interprets the events and
conditions associated with the Civil
War Prison. The Friends have also
participated in several cost sharing
projects in partnership with the
National Park Service including
production of a new video that
highlights the Andersonville Prison
story.

The latest cost sharing project will
result in the transcription of over
800 interviews with former POWs
that the Park has collected over the
years |over 100 interviews were
already transcribed thanks to the
efforts of Don (deceased, AXPOW
member)and Jean Jurgs. The
Friends of Andersonville was also
instrumental in the purchase of 20
acres of land adjoining the Park. The
donation of the parcel of land to
the National Park Service made it
possible to relocate a very unsafe
county road that crossed the new
entrance road into the Park.

As you can imagine, this support of
the park takes a lot of effort and
money. The majority of the funding
for these efforts comes from the
Andersonville National Historic Site
Endowment Trust, more commonly
known as the Andersonville Trust.
The Trust is managed by The Friends
of Andersonville and was an
outgrowth of the efforts to build
the National Prisoner of War
Museum. The Trust was established
during 1995 with the purpose of
providing The Friends with a
permanent source of income with
which to carry on its mission as
prescribed by the Memorandum of
Agreement with the National Park
Service. The goal of the tledgling
Trust was to some day achieve a
corpus of one million doHars. I am
proud to say that day has come. As
of this month the Trust now has a
corpus of over $1,024,000!

So how did we get to where we are
today? With much sweat and work
by numerous people. During the
1990s Friends President Carl Runge
worked tirelessly and successfully
to seek grants and donations from
various foundations. American Ex-
Prisoners of War also played a large
role and lobbied to have the U.S. Mint
issue a commemorative POW coin
to raise funds for the museum.
Coin sales accounted for three
million dollars toward POW Museum
construction. After the money was
secured to build the Museum, work
started on obtaining funding for
establishing the Trust. Through
Superintendent Fred Bovyles a letter
was sent to the director of the
National Park Service explaining our

goal. At that point, $20,000 in
pledges was in hand and the Lettie
Pate Evans Foundation gave us a
grant of $150,000. AXPOW added
$100,000 left over from museum
construction to the endowment.
Another large donation was made
by the Magnolia Chapter in
Mississippi. With these efforts, the
Trust was born and started growing.

Since that time we have received a
few major donations. A $390,000
donation came from the estate of
former POW Mr. Oscar H. Thielen.
Thielen was a Staff Sergeant in the
15™ Air Force, 737" Bombardment
Squadron and served as a nose
gunner in a B-24 Liberator during
WWIL.  Just this past month we
received a $50,000 donation from
the estate of Mrs. Lillian Comeau,
the widow of the late Philbert
Comeau. Mr. Comeau was a former
POW held captive by the Germans
in WWII. It was this donation of
$50,000 that put the value of the
Trust in excess of $1,024,000.

It is the donations made in honor
of someone that are most
important to me. Many individuals
have made Memorial gifts to the
Trust in honor of former POWs who
have passed away. It is these
donations that remind me that the
Trust is here because of the lives
of many men and women who
endured innumerable atrocities and
persevered to live full and complete
lives. It reminds me that with
Freedom come sacrifices and we
should not forget the men and
women who helped in the past, and
those who do so today, to
preserve that Freedom. This is what
the Trust is all about...to be able to
continue to educate the public
about the plight of the POW long
after you and I have gone. 1 look
forward to the continued growth of
the Trust so that we are able to do
even more to assist the National
Park Service with its charter to
educate the public about the POW
story.
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Bi]l Aims to Connect
Vets, Benefits

Officials in the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs and major veterans’
advocacy groups recently threw
their weight behind a bill that would
boost efforts to find veterans who
are not getting disability and other
benefits due them. The legislation
would require the VA to detail its
plans to identify veterans who are
not enrolled for VA benefits or ser-
vices. It also would require the VA
to coordinate with veterans' groups
and state officials who conduct
such outreach. The bill is: S. 151 ~
To amend title 38, United States
Code, to require an annual plan on
outreach activities of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs.

POW/MIA Recognition
Day Poster Unveiled

The 2005 POW/MIA Recognition Day
poster was unveiled in Washington,
DC, on June 15 in honor of the sac-
rifices made by prisoners of war
and servicemembers still unac-
counted for, spanning World War II
to Operation Iragi Freedom. The
unveiling was a highlight of the De-
fense Department’s annual govern-
ment briefings in Washington, and
more than 270 family members of
servicemen still missing in Southeast
Asia are gathered for the three-day
conclave. The briefings give MIA fam-
ily members a chance to speak with
casualty officers, review their loved
one’s case file, and meet with other
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families. By custom, POW/MIA Rec-
ognition Day is observed in Penta-
gon ceremonies on the third Friday
of September, It will be observed on
Sept. 16.this year. The Defense
POW/Missing Personnel Office will
ship about 140,000 copies of the
poster to all the ships at sea and
military units around the world as
well as to veterans organizations,
VA medical facilities, and organiza-
tions that represent the interests of
the families of the missing. Pointing
out that “art is always in the mind
of the beholder,” said Larry Greer,
spokesman for the Defense POW/
Missing Personnel Office, “It's pretty
clear that what this poster is saying
is, ‘We Remember.’ And we as a na-
tion are committed to bringing these
guys home.”

For more information on the 2005
POW/MIA Recognition Day, visit its
website at http://www.dtic.mil/
dpmo/powday/index.htm. Informa-
tion on the Defense POW/Missing
Personnel Office, visit its website
at http://www.dtic.mil/dpmo/

Veterans Medical
Care Act Update

The House Veterans' Affairs Sub-
committee on Oversight & Investi-
gations held a markup last week of
the Veterans Medical Care Revenue
Enhancement Act of 2005 (H.R.

2988), which authorizes a two year
demonstration project to improve
business practices within the Vet-
erans Health Administration (VHA)
relating to third-party billing collec-
tions. The bill was also sent to full
committee for markup. The bill will
address operational issues within
the VHA that create weaknesses in
the billing and collections pro-
cesses. These weaknesses prevent
the Department of Veterans Affairs
(VA) from efficiently collecting third-
party reimbursements for medical
care and medications for treatment
of nonservice-connected condi-
tions. Let your representatives
know how you feel about this im-
portant legislation!

POW’S Vision Helped

Adapt Hospital to a War
by Alice A Booher

Stars and Stripes of 14 June 2005
described it as follows: “Departing
commander’'s vision helped
Landstuhl adapt to war: Cornum re-
vamped procedures for receiving,
treating wounded”.

On 16 June 2005, COL Rhonda
Cornum, USA MC, relinquished com-
mand of Landstuhl Regional Medical
Center (LRMC) to COL James
Francis. Persian Gulf POW Cornum
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has been at LRMC for 2 years, dur-
ing which time the hospital has been
the military’s major hub for
wounded troops from OIF and Af-
ghanistan, plus all the regular pa-
tients from all over Europe. A flight
surgeon and board certified urolo-
gist, in addition to running the 500+
bed hospital, she pitched in with
surgery, played diplomat with all of
the non-American patients and their
representatives, and guided one
after another batch of visiting fire-
men, i.e., congressmen, service sec-
retaries and ministers of defense,
and shepherded virtually ever me-
dia person and entertainer of any
sort known to man.

Innovative LRMC upgrades in care
during her tour were widespread to
include instigating and effectuating
a volunteer program with stateside
private neurosurgeons. Another
recent innovation involved the use
of a rather unique medical device,
an interventional lung assist, a
simple slender box the size of a
portable CD player that performs
the work of a lung without the draw-
backs of a traditional ventilator.
Plugged into the femoral blood ves-
sels and powered by the patient’s
own heartbeat, the box provides
oxygen to a patient by passing
blood through a special membrane
passively doing the work of the
damaged organs. The borrowed
machine managed to Keep at least
3 soldiers alive who would not have
otherwise survived.

Cornum’s Change of Command cer-
emony on the Landstuhl Parade
Field was combined with one for her
husband, Col Kory Cornum, USAF,
an orthopedic surgeon who has
been serving as 435" Medical Squad-
ron commander at Ramstein AFB,
and thought to be the first of its
kind, i.e., joint USA-USAF Changes
of Command (thus the unusual com-
binations of flags, USA, German, Air
Force, Army, LRMC and 435" MS,
shown in the photo).

Col Kory Cornum now goes to Lan-
gley AFB, VA; and COL Rhonda
Cornum will serve as Commander
Surgeon at Ft. McPherson, GA. In her
farewell to LRMC, she said “I'd like
to be remembered as someone
who took good care of patients and
took good care of the people who
worked here.”

S ome Ailments More

Likely in Veterans of 1st
Gulf War

A detailed comparison of the health
of veterans who were deployed to
the first Gulf Warin 1991 and vet-
erans who served elsewhere has
found that the Gulf War veterans
are more likely to have chronic fa-
tigue syndrome and fibromyalgia
syndrome. The Department of Vet-
erans Affairs funded the study of
2,200 veterans that was conducted
at sixteen VA medical centers across
the nation over a period of approxi-
mately 3 years.

Long—sealed Military
Files Made Available

The National Personnel Records
Center in St. Louis, MO, has opened
and made available numerous mili-
tary records that have not been
available before now. This is be-
cause millions of old personnel
records no longer belong to the
armed forces. They are now the

property of the National Archives,
which runs the records center. The
Pentagon and the National Archives
decided to keep the records of vet-
erans sealed until 62 years past the
date an individual left active service,
so that means most World War 11
records will remain out of reach for
several more years. The records
that have just been made available
are those of (1) Navy enlisted men
from 1885 until Sept. 8, 1939, (2)
Marine Corps enlisted men from
1906 until 1939, in general, and (3)
the first 150 of about 3,000 Ameri-
cans identified as “persons of ex-
ceptional prominence” in-
cluding those of Lt. Gen. George
S. Patton Jr., Lt. Jackie Robinson,
and Pfc. Elvis Presley. For more
information on how to ob-
tain these and other available mili-
tary personnel records from the
center, visit the National Personnel
Records Center webpage at
www.archives.gov/facilities/mo/
st_louis/

military_personnel_records.html.

Social Security
COLA 2006

Seniors will get little help from their
Cost-Of-Living Adjustment (COLA)
next year to cover the expected

jump in Medicare costs. The Social

Security Trustees recently esti-
mated that the COLA paid on 1 JAN
06 would be about 2% to 2.6%. This
is hardly enough to keep up with a
planned 15% Medicare Part B pre-
mium and deductible increase from
$78.20 to $89.20 per month. Nev-
ertheless, despite the low COLAs
in recent years some Social Secu-
rity reform proposals that include
provisions to cut COLAs are being
considered by Congress. Although
most supporters of proposals to
add private accounts to Social Se-
curity have promised that the ben-
efits of current retirees would not
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be cut, Comptroller General David
Walker recently testified before the
House Committee on Ways and
Means, that some of the proposals
to reform Social Security do include
COLA cutting options. The propos-
als include cutting COLAs so they
are less than the CPI, limit the COLA
to a specific threshold, or delay
COLAs as was done in 1983 as part
of reforms under the Greenspan
Social Security Commission. Senator
Maria Cantwell (WA) has introduced
legislation which, if approved, would
nullify SSA COLA reduction propos-
als. S.275 would provide a more fair
COLA by computing the annual in-
crease using a seniors only index
(i.e. Consumer Price Index for the
Elderly). Seniors concerned over
this issue have the option of con-
tacting their legislators to sign on
to this bill as sponsors.

Prestigious

Semper Fidelis Award
to Vietham POW

by Alice A. Booher

Giles Norrington’s initial 11 years in
the military were served with the
U.S. Marine Corps, both as an en-
listed man and officer, as an infan-
tryman and pilot. He had served an-
other 3 years in the U.S. Navy and
was awaiting selection to LCDR by
the time he took off on May 5, 1968
from the deck of the USS ENTER-
PRISE, then some 80 miles off the
coast of North Vietnam, on his 22nd
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so-called routine photo-reconnais-
sance mission. With him in the Vigi-
lante on that flight was navigator LT
Dick Tangeman. The preliminary
details of that trip are candidly as-
sessed in the October 2003 issue
of Vietham magazine.

Once shot down, they eluded cap-
ture for about 45 minutes. They
would not return to the Navy for
some 1, 775 days, much of that time
spent in Hanoi Hilton. [In fact,
Norrington would not return to the
deck of the ENTERPRISE for de-
cades, until he was taken there in a
special event out of Norfolk when
the Navy decided to make his flight
log’s incomings and outgoings
match]. After his release from POW
imprisonment on March 17, 1973, he
discovered that their escort had re-
ported the plane shot down with no
survivors. Norrington retired as a
Captain in 1988 after 34 years in the
service. A decade or so later, he
donated his POW clothing and cer-
tain other artifacts from captivity to
the Andersonville POW Museum.

Since then, he has hardly been idle.
Moving with his then still active duty
wife, CAPT Eileen O’Hickey
Norrington, USN, a chaplain who
served with the Marines at Camp
Pendleton (1986-88), and with
whom he shared the same office
space in the same building 30 years
later), Norrington worked with AIDS
groups in Norfolk and community
activists educating school Kids on
safety in Washington and New Or-
leans, always maintaining close ties
with Rotary International and their
community efforts from golf tour-
naments to hosting a bunch of Rus-
sians for a week to learn realty.
Moving to Cleveland in 2002 on his
wife’s military retirement, Giles be-
came involved in local politics, even
handling the campaign for former a
mayor running for Congress. He has
spoken often, in each locale, on his
experiences and to veterans. He has
served several terms on the VA
Secretary’s National Advisory Com-
mittee on Ex-POWs and is now that
Committee’s Executive Secretary.

This life of ongoing work was rec-
ognized by the Marine Corps Law
Enforcement Foundation in its 3rd
Annual Semper Fidelis Award on 20
June 2005. Tt coordinated with an
successful fund raising Golf Tour-
nament and community contribu-
tors including everyone from The
Cleveland Browns to Wal-Mart-Avon,
to USO, service organizations and
veterans groups. The event was
hosted by the Northern Ohio Chap-
ter. The non-profit Foundation
awards scholarships to kids of ac-
tive duty, reserve, and former USMC
members and children of Federal
Law Enforcement Agency personnel
who have lost their lives in the line
of duty. The Federal Law Enforce-
ment Agencies represented include
FBI, DEA, US Secret Service, US Mar-
shal, Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco
and Firearms, US Customs and INS.

There were two 2005 awards given
out, the other being the Law
Enforcement’s “Donnie Brasco
Award”, given to John Ligato, FBI
(Ret), who spent 8 years undercover
and was a USMC Lance Corporal at
Hue during Tet 1968 for which he
received a Bronze Star and 3 Purple
Hearts. The meal function included
the POW Table of Honor, and CAPT
Eileen Norrington giving the invoca-
tion. Guests included numerous Ma-
rines and law enforcement agency
representatives.

This Third Annual Semper Fidelis
Award was given to Norrington as a
former Marine whose service distin-
guished him both in the Corps and
afterwards.



For
National Commander
Gerald Harvey

Gerald volunteered for the AAF and
trained as a Radio Operator-Gunner. As-
signed to the 8th AF. 401st BG at
Deenethorpe. England, he was shot
down and crashed into the North Sea.
He was held in prison camps in Oberusel,
Wetzler, Stalag XIIID and VIIA before
being liberated by General Patton on Apr.
29,1945,

During college and theological seminary,
Gerald served as pastor of churches in
Missouri and Kentucky before serving for 25 years as a missionary
in Zimbabwe. Africa. After returning. he worked as Media Special-
ist and teacher at State Fair Community College.

Gerald has been an active life member of AXPOW since 1988. He
served as Sr. Vice Commander. Commander and Chaplain of the
Missouri State Fair Chapter: as Chaplain, Jr. Vice. Sr. Vice and
Commander of the Dept. of Missouri. He served as a National Di-
rector for 4 years. two vears as Junior Vice Commander, one year as
Sr. Vice Commander. He is looking forward to becoming your Na-
tional Commander.

Gerald and his wife Eunice live in Sedalia. Missouri.

For
Sr. Vice Commander
Richard Manners

In the more than 15 years since Rich be-
came active in AXPOW. he has held
many positions -- on local. state depart-
ment and National levels. Rich served
as National Director -- Northeast Region
--for four years: he was elected as your
Jr. Vice Commander three years ago. Rich
also served on a number of committecs
at the National level. including Chair-
man of the Grievance and Investigation
Committee and member of the By-laws

& Resolutions Committee.

He served as Sr. Vice Commander of the Dept. of New Jersey for 8
years (again holding that position currently): State Dept. Com-
mander for 2 vears. He also held the post of Sr. Vice Commander of
Garden State Chapter #3 for 7 years. Rich is a Charter Member of
the Management Assistance Committee and Charter Member of
Stakeholders for VISN #3 -- NY and NJ VA Healthcare System.

During WWII, Rich served in the Army. He was captured in 1944
and held in Stalag XIII-C and XI1I-D until his escape on April 13,
1945. He finally reached US Army lines on April 22.

Rich and his wife Angie live in Clark, New Jersey.

For
Sr. Vice Commander
Robert Fletcher

Fletch joined the Army in 1950. He was
sent to Japan in June; then his unit. Com-
pany C of the 24" Inf. Reg., 25" Div. was
sent to Korea on July 12. He and the sur-
viving members of his Company were
forced to surrender on Nov. 27", He was
held in Pyuckdong until his release on
Aug. 7. 1953,

About 10 years ago, he was appointed
to the Advisory Board for Ex-POWs,
which pushes strongly for legislation supporting former prisoners
of war. During this time, he became active in his chapter. Michigan
Wolverine #1. serving as Chapter Commander. Fletch was ap-
pointed National Director for the Mid-Central Region in 2001: he is
completing his first vear as NJVC for the Central Zone. He serves
on several committees in VISN 11, and has participated in two VA
training films.

Fletch and his wife, Carol. live in Ann Arbor, MI.

For

Jr. Vice Commander

Eastern Zone

Dudley Riley

Dudley was captured in North Africa, while serving with the Army
during WWII. He spent his captivity in
Stalags VIIA, 11IB, ITTA and Capoui, Italy
from Feb. 17. 1943 to April 22, 1945.

He has been an active member of AX-
POW since 1990; instrumental in the for-
mation of the Western Kentucky Chap-
ter, AXPOW (he served four years as
the commander.) He assisted in organiz-
ing the Kentucky Dept. Convention and
made the appeal to host the 2000 Na-
tional Convention in Louisville. Dudley served as National Direc-
tor for the East Central Region for four years.

Dudley and his wife, Ruth, live in Dawson Springs, KY
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~ Junior Vice Commander
Eastern Zone
Charles M. Hill

Charlie is a veteran of WWII and Korea. He was shot down on Noyv.
8. 1952, captured by Koreans, then turned over to the Chinese who
kept him in solitary confinement in several villages before repatria-
tion in Sept. 1953.

Alfter becoming active in AXPOW, Charlie has held local and na-
tional chairs. He is currently completing his fourth year as National
Director. He and his wife, Merilee, are active NSOs, working con-
stantly to help POWs and their families. Charlie is a life member of
AXPOW, MOPH and VFW.

Charlic and Merilee live in Columbia, SC,

For
Junior Vice Commander
Central Zone

James Clark

Jim has been a workhorse at both the local

and national levels of AXPOW for the past 24 years. He organized
the N.E. LA Chapter and has been Commander for almost 10 years.
He is also the current Dept. of LA Commander — a post he’s held
since 1987. Jim is completing 12 years as National Director, and one
year as Jr. Vice Commander. He and his wife, Jerri, hosted the suc-
cessful Baton Rouge Convention in 1998. He has also been chair-
man of three national committees.

Serving with the Air Force during WWII. Jim was captured at St. Lo
and held in Stalag Luft I1I, XIIID and VIIA.

Jim and his wife, Jerri, live in Bastrop, LA,

For

Junior Vice Commander
Western Zone

Isaac V. Ornelas

A member of the Cessna Sargent Chapter, Isaac was captured on
April 22, 1953 while serving in the Army in Korea. He was held in
North Korea until Aug. 1953 when he was liberated at the 38" Paral-
lel Line in Korea.

Isaac has served as Legislative Officer, Jr. Vice, Sr. Vice and Com-
mander of the chapter. He was Department of California Commander
for 3 years.

He is currently serving his first year as Jr. Vice Commander.

Isaac lives in Bakersfield. CA.
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For

National Director
Northeast Region
Laura Mclntyre

Laura is a life member of AXPOW and current National Director —
since 1999. She served two terms as Chapter Commander of the
Western MA Chapter, and is past State Dept. Commander for Mas-
sachusetts. past Adjutant and Treasurer.

Laura is also a life member of DAVA, and served as Chapter Com-
mander DAVA 75 for 19 years. State Dept. offices include Ways and
Means, Membership, Finance Committee, Patriotic Instructor. She
is a life member of the VFW Auxiliary: served 3 terms as President
of the local unit, serving as Jr. Vice and Chaplain.

24 years VAVS Northampton VAMC: 14 years Council on Aging,
Hardwick, MA, Chairman COA for 10years.

Laura and adorable husband Philip live in Hardwick, MA



For

National Director
East Central Region
Warren G. King, Jr.

Warren. long-time commander of the Alvin C. York Chapter, AXPOW,
was serving with the 4th Division, 22nd Infantry Medical
Detachment when he was captured, then held in Stalags 2A and 4B
until liberation.

He has remained active on a local and state level with the American
Ex-Prisoners of War, and was a regular attendee at the Board of
Directors meetings each year in Washington, DC, even before being
clected to the Board in 2003,

Warren and his wife, Mary. live in Nashville, Tennessce.

For

National Director
Mid Central Region
Leonard E. Rose

Leonard became a life member in 1979, and has been active since
that time, serving as National Director and/or Ir. Vice Commander.,
Ways & Means, Budget & Finance. Job Descriptions. Awards.
Credentials and Nominations & Elections.

Leonard assisted in organizing the Indiana State Department, Hoo-
sier Chapter, and Luft IV Association, which sends out a quarterly
report for all members. Published the state dept. newsletter and the
Hoosicr newsletter every month. Assisted in getting Ex-POW li-
cense plates in Indiana and removal of registration fees for those
plates.

Leonard lives in Lawrence. Indiana.

National Director
North Central Region
Carroll Bogard

Carroll enlisted in the Air Force in

1942, serving with the 8" AF. 466" BG.
785" BS. He was captured in August. 1944, then held in Stalag
Luft VI and Luft I'V. He participated in the 87 day march across
northern Europe before being liberated by the British 7" Army.

He joined AXPOW in 1986 and quickly became an active member.
He has been NE lowa Chapter Adjutant. Vice Commander and
Commander; at the Dept. level. he worked the chairs, culminating
with a three-year stint as Commander when the Dept. hosted the
1995 National Convention in Des Moines,

Appointed to the National Board of Directors last winter, Carroll
is secking election for a two-vear term.

Carroll and his wife, Barbara, life in Mason City. TA.

For
National Director

South Central Region
Morris P. Barker

While serving with the 15" Air Force -
451 B@, 726™ BS — Morris was shot
down over Hungary and held in Stalag
Luft IV.

After returning to the US, he attended Texas A&M: his MA is
from the University of Texas. Morris retired as personnel manager
from General Tire &Rubber. He has been an active member of
AXPOW, serving as Commander of the Permian Basin Chapter
and Texas State Department Commander.

Morris lives in Odessa, TX.
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For

National Director
Southwest Region
Lucien George Bergez

(no bio submitted)
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For

National Director
Northwest Region
Bonnie Sharp

Bonnie is pleased to announce her candi-
dacy for re-election for National Director. Northwest Region.

She writes: “T am secking re-clection for the two-year term of North-
west National Director. [ am a life member of AXPOW and a member
of the Tacoma Chapter. where I recently completed a three-year
term as Chapter Commander. I now proudly serve as Chapter Adju-
tant. I have been a National Director for the past five years and
have served on various committees of the Board of Directors ~
currently serving on both the Outrecach and Ways & Means com-
mittees. My continuing goals are to keep chapter commanders
informed of national news and (o be aware of concerns of our
members. [ also very much look forward in continuing to assist our
ex-POWs and their widows in efforts to obtain their deserved dis-
ability and DIC benefits.”

Bonnie and her husband. Maurice. live in University Place. WA.

sndscums, HBbraries, and not-for-profi arganisations,
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our
Stories

Stalag IV soulmates

It took six decades for Sam
Frank and John Jacoby to meet,
though both were shot down
In WWII and were POWSs at the
same camp. Sunday marks V-E
Day, the war’s end in Europe.

By Bill Lindelof
Copyright, The Sacramento Bee,
2005

The mutual loathing of a big, slump-
shouldered guard in a German prisoner
of war camp has brought together - six
decades later - two Sacramento men
who met when introduced by their bar-
ber.

As the 60th anniversary of the Allies’
victory in Europe - V-E Day - is re-
membered Sunday, Sam Frank, 82, and
John Jacoby, 81, are united in their ex-
periences at Stalag Luft IV. They were
held in the same POW camp at the
same time.

And both remember Big Stoop.

A legend exists that former prisoners
caught Big Stoop and killed him after
Germany’s surrender.

“He was a sadistic individual,” Jacoby
remembered. “He would try to kill you.”

Frank and Jacoby had never met until
they were introduced not long ago by
their barber, Mike Howe, owner of the
four-chair Manor Barber Shop in Arden
Arcade.

Jacoby, a customer for four years, was
in the shop when conversation about the
Air Force came up. Howe asked about
Jacoby’s time spent in a German pris-
oner of war camp.

Ofthat time, Jacoby jokes that he spent
the war as a “guest of the German gov-
ernment.”

When Jacoby said he spent time in
Stalag I'V, Howe thought that sounded
familiar. Howe mentioned that he knew
another man who was shot down and
spent time as a POW in Germany.

Jacoby told him the way Howe would
know if the other customer also was in-
carcerated in Stalag IV was if the other
customer had ever mentioned “Big
Stoop.”

“Yeah, he did,” Howe
remembered saying.

“Big Stoop was a
large German guard
who was terrible to the 4
Americans,” Howe
said. “Sam had men-
tioned him, too.”

The day Jacoby was
in the shop, Howe
picked up the phone * i

and told Frank that there was a man in
the barber chair who had also been in
his stalag.

“No!” Frank said. Howe has been cut-
ting Frank’s hair for 20 years.

Frank asked Howe for Jacoby’s phone
number. The two met over lunch, traded
stories and became friends.

May 8, 1945, marks the Allies’ victory
in Europe during World War I1. Ger-
many offered an unconditional surren-
der the day before.

Frank and Jacoby, separately, were
evacuated from Stalag IV by their Ger-
man guards before V-E Day, like most
of the other 10,000 prisoners at the
POW camp.

The airmen were brought to the camp
after both were shot down at separate
times in B-17 airplane bombing runs
over Germany. Frank flew out of Ttaly
while Jacoby was based in England.

They both endured weight loss because
of meager rations of bread and cab-
bage soup.

The other day, while seated next to
each other in chairs at the barber shop,
they reminisced about their wartime
experiences.

Jacoby, who grew up in Oakland, be-
came a gunner. On his fifth mission he
was shot down over Berlin on a bomb-
ing runin 1944,

“There was a lot of flak over Berlin,”
Jacoby said. “That place had a couple
of thousand guns down there and they
knew where we were. We lost three
engines on a four-engine airplane.” The
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stories, continued...

plane lost air speed and altitude. When
the plane started going down fast, the
crew bailed out. All 10 crew members
survived.

Taken to the POW camp, he and his
fellow fliers were among the first arriv-
als at Stalag IV, about 50 miles south
of the Baltic Sea at Stettin, Germany,
around June 1, 1944,

“We were charter members,” he said.
A Web site for World War II’s 446th
Bomb Group posts the words of a Red
Cross visitor to the camp in October
1944

“The camp is divided into five distinct
parts separated by barbed wire fences.
Camps (compounds) A, B and C con-
tain Americans only.

“Camp D contains American and Brit-
ish. The main camp (vorlagar) includes
the infirmary, food and clothing store-
rooms. Today, Stalag Luft I'V has twice
too many inmates.

“The men are housed in forty wooden
huts, each hut containing 200 men ...

There is not a single bed in camp C and

1900 men sleep on the floor. 600 of
them have no mattress, only a few shav-
ings to lie on. Some have to lie right on
the floor. Each prisoner has two Ger-

man blankets.”

Jacoby was in Camp B and Frank in
D. Jacoby said conditions seemed

rough.

“However, that is a relative term,” he
recalled. “When compared to the con-
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ditions suffered by guys held prisoner
by the Japanese, it was darn good.”

Frank, born and raised in Sacramento,
enlisted just like Jacoby. He wanted to
be a pilot, but washed out of flight train-
ing. Instead, he became a radio op-
erator and aerial gunner.

Frank, shot down on his 13th mission
on Dec. 13, 1944, remains supersti-
tious. “About a minute or two from
dropping our bombs on an oil refinery
in Germany, they were shooting at us,”
he said of his last mission.

The flak from the ground hit an engine
and burst into flames. “They say: ‘We
gotta bail out!”“ Frank recalled. “Well,
it was actually a little stronger language
than that.”

Frank injured his back and spent sev-
eral weeks in a German hospital before
being sent to the POW compound. Six
out of nine airmen on his plane survived.
He credits his POW survival to excel-
lent conditioning.

The young airman was not much re-
moved from running exploits for the
C K. McClatchy High School and Sac-
ramento Junior College track teams.

Some of the most arduous time as a
POW occurred when he and 6,000
other U.S. and British airmen were
forced to march from the camp.

“You could hear the Russian guns,” he
said. “The Germans did not want to give
up to the Russians. So we started our
death march under German control.
Three months, 500 miles, in bitter cold.”

The Germans turned the allies over to
Americans, then surrendered. On the
march, the ill-clothed, emaciated men
were hardly fed and slept on frozen
ground.

“We were finally liberated by General
(George) Patton’s group,” Frank said.
“We went free, and they, in turn, be-
came prisoners.”

When Frank was liberated, his body
was covered by lice. Stalag [V POWs
had no change of clothes and seldom
had showers.

Jacoby’s exit from the camp with V-E
Day approaching was mostly in a train
car.

“The Germans made us like sardines in
a can - we were so crowded you could
lift your feet up and not fall to the floor,”
he said.

He was later liberated from another
POW camp by the U.S. 3rd Army on
April 29, 1945,

Jacoby moved to Sacramento in the
1950s and made a career in the insur-
ance business. Frank owned apartment
houses. They never met.

“Until that guy ...” said Frank, pointing
across the barbershop at Howe.

“It’s an amazing story,” Howe said.
“How it came about in this barber shop
is really something. Now Sam’s help-
ing John get his POW license plates and
John has joined the POW club. They
are two of the nicest fellows you will
ever meet.”

Picture

Mike Howe, pictured at right, who runs
Arden Arcade’s Manor Barber Shop,
noted similar war experiences of John
Jacoby, 81, left, and Sam Frank, 82,
center. He put them in touch with each
other recently and they shared recol-

lections of Stalag Luft IV.



Dear Editor:

[ read with interest and some dismay
at Mr. & Mrs. Saz's letter to the Mem-
bers' forum (May 2005). 1 would echo
their sentiment, however, as the Ex-
POW Board of Directors should con-
tinue to stand “firm against the mis-
treatment of prisoners of any coun-
try in any place” and support the
United States current policy as doing
Jjust that in our war on terror.

We, as a nation, are indeed already
“on record as being against the mis-
treatment of those who we capture.”
Despite the clarions of doom in the
major media culture, we show this by
thought, word, and deed in the humani-
tarian treatment of our captives. Of
the isolated incidents of embarrass-
ment of terrorist prisoners, the Presi-
dent of our United States has been
second to none in decrying any and
all abuse. To depict these incidents
as being anywhere equivalent to the
atrocities of mistreatment, starvation,
barbarism and brutality which was en-
acted as official policy by the Ger-
mans or Japanese in World War II;
North Koreans or Chinese in the Ko-
rean War; North Vietnamese, Chi-
Coms or Russians in the Vietnam; or,
the Iraqgis in the Gulf wars is nothing
short of extreme hubris or naivete.

This is a world war against the mili-
tant Islamists who have repeatedly at-
tacked us throughout the world not
as the writers describe as “military
ventures.” Just as the world war
fought now 60 years ago was a war
for the survival of civilization, so is
this world war as the weapons avail-
able to terrorists and terrorist na-
tions are much more evolved. An
agenda is packaged within the Saz's
letter that fights another war however.
This war unfortunately parallels the
one being waged by the dominant me-

dia culture against the sitting Presi-
dent of the United States.

It palpably sickens me to hear the ech-
oes of appeasement and rationaliza-
tion that was so prevalent in the 1930s
while Japan and Germany built up their
military and totalitarian complexes.
These Islamic terrorists are not im-
pressed nor motivated by humane
treatment of prisoners, they are in-
spired by a fanatical and perverse
ideology.

The Saz's appeal for discussing and
claritying “this issue” is confusing as
no one in this country has or would
advocate mistreatment of prisoners.
As is well known trom video and first
hand accounts from both Afghanistan
and Iraq theaters of the war on ter-
ror, we take immediate and effective
medical care of those we capture in
combat despite the cowardly and das-
tardly action by these tanatics and
cowards vis a vis hiding bombs un-
der their holy books; shooting at us
from their holy buildings; playing dead;
strapping bombs on their own Kkids;
using women and children as human
shields; or cutting off the heads of
their captives, much the same as the
Japanese did in World War 11.

By saying “Brutality towards captives
must be exposed to the light of day
if we are to deserve the respect of
the world,” | assume the Mr. & Mrs.
Saz are decrying the grisly videos of
the savage beheading of Nick Berg and
other captives by these multi-national
Islamic terrorists. These videos unfor-
tunately are not shown widely as the
media prefer showing embarrassing
photos of Iraqi prisoners who were
mistreated by a few miscreants who
are even now being tried and promptly
punished. Our media also “saved” us
from viewing video of men and women
jumping to their deaths rather than
burning to death or riding the Twin
Towers down after “the unprovoked
and dastardly attacks” of these ka-
mikaze zealots on September 11.

I would hope the United States would
continue to deserve the respect of
the world much as we did 60 years
ago by once again saving the world
from fanatics who would annihilate
those who oppose their edicts of ni-
hilistic fanaticism and Islamic oppres-
sion. Indeed, the members of the
American Ex-Prisoners of War are a
special breed who helped effect that

victory then and serve as an honor-
able beacon and reference for our
brave warriors currently fighting this
Jjust war for the survival of our coun-
try and civilization.

Sincerely yours,

David E. “Rick” Reuss
P.T. Life Member

1421 Cherokee Court
Madison, Indiana 47250
E-mail: reuss@quixnet.net

Dear Cheryl,

In the June, 2005 issue of the Bulletin,
the National Adjutant, in her column,
stated that, “At our April MidYear
meeting, Foundation Director William
Bearisto announced that the Founda-
tion would no longer honor its com-
mitment to the NSO Program.”

What the National Adjutant failed to
say is that Bill Bearisto’s announce-
ment came after the National Board
of Directors had voted to demand
that the Foundation cease and desist
from using the American Ex-Prisoners
of War name and to return the Na-
tional Organization’s mailing list - in
affect “firing” the Foundation. To ex-
pect the Foundation to continue fund-
ing AX-POW programs under those
circumstances would be the height of
shameless audacity, chutzpah or im-
pertinence.

Failure to put Director Bearisto’s re-
marks in the full context in which they
were made, is irresponsible reporting
and a distortion of the truth. It would
have been better had the Adjutant
simply stated that the Board of Di-
rectors had agreed to earmark all
additional donations to the label
fundraiser to NSOs.

Sincerely,

Gene Powell

456 Christian Herald Rd.

Valley Cottage, NY 10989
geneval@optonline.net

Gene is a director with the Service
Foundation
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NamPOW news

Paul E. Galanti
NSO Director ~ R&D
pgalanti@comcast.net

The More Things Change,
The More They Stay the Same.

Paul Galanti,
ANPOW NSO Director for R&D

Plus ca change, plus c’est la méme
chose.

The French occasionally get some-
thing non-gastronomical correct and
this expression is one! The more
things change, the more they stay the
same. Such is the case with veterans’
benefits. Or, as Ronald Reagan more
succinctly put it to Jimmy Carter in
the Williamsburg debate in 1980,
“There you go again!”

National Commander Jim Cooper
asked me to attend the Commission
on Veterans' Benefits meeting on
June 9 in Washington, DC. As a mem-
ber of the Secretary’s Advisory Com-
mittee on Former POWSs, I had an in-
terest in this congressionally man-
dated body but had been getting info
only from some other veterans’ or-
ganization and the internet. Many of
those organizations were observing
- represented by their Key legislative
people and staffs.

This is an important commission with
the potential to cause major changes
in the VA’s benefit structure. From
the tenor of the committee’s discus-
sions and apparent attitude, it ap-
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pears that many tenets of the cur-
rent system are suspect, from the
commission’s point of view and, ap-
parently, some congressional veter-
ans’ committees.

Faced with steeply rising costs of
running the Department of Veterans
Affairs, Congress is looking for ways
to cut unnecessary expenses. Note
the term, “unnecessary,” as it's one
of those subjective terms that de-
pends on whether the ox that’s about
to be gored is yours or somebody
else’s!

My day with the commission was
filled with presentations from the
Veterans' Benefits Administration
(VBA) and an “Aha! Gotcha!” Presen-
tation by the Office of the Inspec-
tor General (OIG). The day can chari-
tably be described as death by gov-
ernment PowerPoint, the ubiquitous
computer program that cleverly emu-
lates a slide show. Several senior rep-
resentatives of VBA put mountains
of numbers on the board to “prove”
that the VA is really doing something
with all that money.

[ wrote several times in my notes,
“Where’s the denominator?” - the
statistician’s equivalent of “Where’s
the Beef?” Massive numbers were
displayed but nothing to compare it
to other than the VA's own numbers.
It's interesting to see the compari-
sons between WWII vets, Korean
vets, Vietnam vets, Gulf I & II but,
please don’t add the numbers up and
add up all the numbers and compare
the different groups who are, in most
cases, years apart in age. I made a
mental note to say something durng
the public comment period when
Admiral Dennis McGinn, one of the
members asked the question for me.

McGinn received a kind of shocked
look and a “We only have that data”
or “We've only been tracking com-
parison subsets since 1998.”

I couldn’t tell from the staffer’s re-
action whether it was a determina-
tion to truly seek answers to
McGinn'’s (and my) questions or a sigh
of relief that the ordeal was over
until next time.

The Inspector General’s presentation
was more troublesome with words
like “fraud” being bandied about.
Much was made of checking VA ben-
eficiaries against the IRS rolls look-
ing for “Unemployables” who were
working and a substantial number
whose ratings had been changed
because of it.

Reading body language in the audi-
ence and the commission, I sensed a
feeling of malaise as the IG seemed
to be talking about veterans as law-
breakers.

[ was very impressed with the Com-
mission members’ biographies and
attitude. But while [ honor their com-
mitment and professional acumen
both in and for the military, I've had
problems in the past with having too
many generals and admirals studying
veterans. Many have never been in a
VA hospital until asked by the VA to
study a VA issue.

At the start of the day, I felt that the
commission felt its purpose was to
“save the government a lot of
money,” by the end, I could sense
they want some assurance that the
VA is spending its money on the right
things, now.

As an aside, I told several of the com-
mission members of my personal cru-
sade to get the VA to simplify the
process with a Turbo-Tax interface
to the claims process. They seemed
interested and wanted more informa-
tion on the recommendations of the
Advisory Committee. Wouldn't it be
great if the bureaucracy could save
a bunch of processing money and
spend it on medical and issues criti-
cal to disabled veterans.

Also as an aside, Rep. Chris Smith was
elbowed aside as chairman of the
House veterans Affairs committee
and some of the negativism might be
a result of that. Be alert for legisla-
tive bulletins and alerts from HQ to
contact your representatives, if nec-
essary. It could conceivably take a
ground swell to “re-prioritize” the
agenda for veterans - including our
own, very special sub-set.



contributions

Please send donations to:

National Headquarters, 3201
East Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40,
Arlington, TX 76010. You can
also make a donation with a
credit card (MasterCard or
Visa). Just call 817-6492979.

Thank you!

GENERAL FUND

Jewett Caves

Harold Hiner

Larue & Phyllis Costley

Paul A. Young

William Eastman

William Edwards, Las Vegas, NV

In honor of Frank & Ann Kravitz, by
Francis Brunner

In honor of Fred & Peggy Campbell,
by Harold Gournay

In honor of John Parkhurst, POW
Coordinator, VARO, Pittsburgh, by
Francis Brunner

In honor of North Central Ohio
Chapter, by Lewis Baker

In honor of the work of John
Parkhurst and Frank Kravetz, by
Francis Brunner

In memory of Billy Bookout, by the
State Fair Chapter

In memory of Clydie Davis, by
Adeline Robinson

In memo~y of Ed Sexton, by PNC
Herman Molen

In memory of Gladys Erickson, by
Indianhead Chapter

In memory of Helen Tucker, by Dick
& Martha Carroll

In memory of Jack Kellner, by the
State Fair Chapter

In memory of Jerome Jacobs, DDS,
by David Skelding

In memory of Jerome Jacobs, DDS,
by Victor Dembrow, MD

In memory of Jim Petty, by Bill &
Nancy Fornes

In memory of Lawrence Eidsmore,
by Ernest & Virginia Wallner

In memory of Lloyd Riddle, by PNC
Herman Molen

In memory of Lou Guillory, by Bill &
Nancy Fornes

In memory of MayBelle ‘Pat’ DeVere,
by the DeVere Family

In memory of Otha “Huck"” Huckaby,
by Chuck & Audie Hartney

In memory of Ray Ahrens, by
Jackye ray

In memory of Raymond Ahrens, by
Adeline Robinson

In memory of Raymond Ahrens, by
Mid-lowa Chapter

In memory of Robert Brockman, by
the State Fair Chapter

In memory of Sally Millett, by PNC
Herman Molen

In memory of Thomas G Ryan, by
M/M William Schulz and Elizabeth
Cateno

In memory of Thomas G Ryan, by
Paul & Laura Jacobson

In memory of Thomas Ryan, by
Cheryl & Mark Danyus

in memory of Thomas Ryan, by
colleagues of Thomas Ryan, Jr, at
the Defense Intelligence Agency
In memory of Thomas Ryan, by The
Gretzinger Family

In memory of Thomas Ryan, by the
staff of Summit Free Public Library
In memory of Vernon Devitt, by the
Chattanooga Chapter

LEGISLATIVE FUND

In memory of Robert M Bowen, by
the Department of Maryland

In memory of William “Bill" Esham,
by the Department of Maryland

MEDSEARCH FUND

Paul A. Young

State Fair Chapter, Missouri

In memory of Agnes Roberts, by
William & Margery Nichols

In memory of Daniel Dudek, by
Eleanor & Bud Huson

In memory of Daniel Dudek, by the
Department of Maryland

In memory of John Borneo, by Joe
& Irene Scaglione

In memory of our son, Joseph, Jr.,
by Joseph & Josephine Glydon

In memory of Ruth Pickens, by
Chattanooga Chapter

In memory of Stewart Cooper, by
William & Margery Nichols

N.S.0. FUND

Paul A. Young

John Gallimore

In memory of John Monsulick, by
wife Mary Monsulick

chaplain’s corner

National Chaplain
John Romine

1609 S. 23rd Street
Rogers, AR 72758

(479) 636-2287

“This too will pass”. I am a firm be-
liever that God will work most, if not
all, of life's problems out by and
through His people to His satisfac-

tion and to His glory. [ hope and pray
all of our very special and precious
members will read our Commander’s
comments in the May and June issues
of the POW Bulletin, and know what
has happened between the National
AXPOW organization and the POW
Foundation and will be prepared to
put things in order at the National
Convention. As [ have mentioned
many times before, it is our duty and
responsibility to do the best we can
to “help those who cannot help
themselves”, in Godly and loving
ways.

Let us pray: Dear Lord, our God,
please forgive us when we fail to
pass on to others Your type of love
and concern. There are so many
things that are beyond our under-

standing, but we can know and be-
lieve that what we do and say must
be done with loving kindness that
flows from Your heavenly throne.
May Your healing blessings be upon
all who know sorrow, trials and bad
times. Bless our unique organization,
our great nation and those standing
in harm's way...as well as those still
listed as POW/MIA. In Your Holy and
sacred name we pray. AMEN.

Thought for the month: God sends
His blessings abundantly to us so we
can pass them on to others. Isn't this
what helping those who cannot help
themselves is all about?
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taps

Please submit taps notices to: Cheryl Cerbone, 267 Main St. South Dennis, MA 02660

AHRENS, Raymond L., 79, of
Boone, IA died May 16, 2005. He
served in the 106™ Inf. Div., 424"
Reg. and was captured in the Battle
of the Bulge. He was a life member
Mid IA Chapter, AXPOW. He leaves
his wife, Delilah (chapter adjutant),
2 sons, 3 grandchildren and 1 great-
grandson.

ALLISON, Harold H. of Sun City
Center, FL died March 26, 2005. He
served with the 106" Inf. Div. and
was captured in the Battle of the
Bulge. He was preceded in death by
his wife, Martha. Survivors include
his sister, Mary Ann, and one niece.

ARFANIS, Gustave, 85, of Palm City,
FL, formerly of Albertson, NY,
passed away April 29, 2005, He
served in the Army with the 4t" Ar-
mored Div., participating in the
Normandy Invasion and the Battle
of the Bulge. While liberating a POW
camp, he was wounded and cap-
tured. His wife of 61 years, Helen,
survives him; he also leaves 1 daugh-
ter, 1 son, 5 grandchildren and 5
great-grandchildren.

BAKER, Raymond “Joe”, 80, of
Coweta, OK died March 26, 2005.
He was a member of the Tulsa, OK
Chapter, AXPOW. Joe served in the
Army with the 9" Inf. Div., 60" Reg.
He was captured in Belgium and held
in two camps before being sent to
Stalag 7A. He is survived by his wife,
Jackie, 1 son, 5 grandchildren and 4
great-grandchildren.

BESSIRE, Samuel E., Jr., 88, life
member of Waco Chapter #1, AX-
POW passed away April 5, 2005. Sam
was a member of the 36" Div., Co.
K., 143™ Reg. He was captured on
Salerno beach, Italy, after accom-
plishing his mission in Alta Villa. He
spent 20 months in Stalags VII, 1B,
IIIA and [IB. He is survived by his
wife, Anne, and four sisters.

BOWEN, Robert Marvin, 91, of
Linthicum Heights, MD died May 9,
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2005. During WWII, he served in the
101% AB, Co. C, 401 GLR. He was
held prisoner in a number of hospi-
tals/prison camps. Bob was a life
member of AXPOW and member of
the Albert J. Bland MD North Chap-
ter. He was predeceased by his wife
of 58 years; survivors include a
brother-in-law and his wife, nieces
and nephews.

BURDA, Vernon L. passed away
June 8, 2005, in Wilsonville, Oregon,
at the age of 83. He was a navigator
on a B-24 bomber in the Army Air
Corps during World War 1. He was
shot down twice and was a prisoner
of war in Stalag Luft III for 10
months. To him, nothing was impos-
sible. His generosity, humor, and
compassion touched everyone he
met. He made the world a better
place. He is survived by his loving
wife, Paulina, two daughters, two
sons, three brothers, two sisters,
eight grandchildren, two great-grand-
children, and innumerable friends.

CAMPBELL, James D., age 86, of St.
Joseph, IL died May 12, 2005. Jim
served in the 549™ BS, 385™ BG with
the 8™ AF. He was a POW at Stalag
Luft I for 15 months. Jim was a life
member of AXPOW and member of
the Kickapoo Chapter. Survivors in-
clude his wife, June, 2 sons, 1 daugh-
ter, 4 grandchildren and 2 great-
grandchildren.

CARRICK, Thomas A., age 72, died
June 23, 2005 in Wellington, FL. He
served in the 1% Cavalry Division, 8"
Regiment during the Korean War. He
was a prisoner of war in Camps 3, 2,
and 1. He was a member of the
Florida Gulf Coast Chapter, AX-
POW. Survivors include a son and
two daughters.

CASEY, Leo F. Jr., of Centerville, MA
passed away May 3, 2005. He was
89. Leo served in the Navy and was
captured at the fall of Corregidor.
As a POW for 3 % years, he worked
in the copper mines in Japan and
then was forced to rebuild Nichols
Air Base in Manila. He leaves his wife
of 50 years, Florence, | daughter, |
niece, | nephew, 5 grandnieces and
2 grandnephews,

DANIELS, Bailey, of Sparta, TN died
April 20, 2005 at the age of 82. He
was a member of the Alvin C. York
Chapter, AXPOW. He was captured
while serving with the 106™ Div.,
590™ Artillery during the Battle of
the Bulge. He is survived by his wife,
Lyida, 4 sons, 2 daughters and 19
grandchildren.

DeHART, Milne, a member of the
East Central Florida Chapter died on
June 25, 2005. He was in the Air
Corps during WW?2 and shot down
and was a POW in Germany.

DRAPER, Beverage Houston,
Nashville, TN died May 18, 2005 at
the age of 91. He was a member of
the Alvin C. York Chapter, AXPOW.
During WWII, he served with Co. C.,
26™ Inf. Reg., 3™ Army. He was cap-
tured just before Germany surren-
dered and released through a pris-
oner exchange. He leaves his wife
of 64 years, Sarah, 1 son, 1 daugh-
ter and 3 grandchildren.

DUDEK, Daniel D., 81, of Baltimore,
MD passed away May 26, 2005. He
served with the 8" AF, 489" BG,
844" BS during WWII. After capture,
he was held in Luft IV and partici-
pated in the 85-day forced march.
Dan was a life member of AXPOW
and member of the Albert |. Bland
MD North Chapter. He is survived
by his wife of 56 years, 2 sons, |
daughter, 3 brothers and 6 grand-
children.

EDDLEMON, George W., 86, died
May 18, 2005 in Murfreesboro, TN.
He was a member of the Alvin C.
York Chapter, AXPOW. During WWTI,
he served with the 27" BG, 454™
Ordinance in the Philippines. He sur-
vived the Bataan Death March and
3 % years in Japanese POW camps
in the Philippines and Japan. He
leaves his loving wife of 58 years,
Ruth, 4 children, 9 grandchildren
and 5 great-grandchildren.

ESHAM, William J. Jr., 83, of
Georgetown, DE, passed away June
7, 2005. During WWII, he served in
the Army, Co. F, 318" Inf., 80™ Div.



taps continued

He was held prisoner in Stalag VII-A.
Mr. Esham was a member of Mary-
land East Chapter, Salisbury. He is
survived by his wife of 59 years,
Edna, 2 sons, 1 daughter, 4 grand-
children and 4 great-grandchildren.

ESPINOSA, Tom, of Stilwell, KS died
June 5, 2005. He was 91. Tom was
captured while serving with the US
Army, 9" Division in Europe. He is
survived by his wife, Teresa, 3
daughters, 14 grandchildren, 11
great-grandchildren and 3 great-
great-grandchildren. Tom was an
active member of the Heart of
America Chapter, AXPOW. He will be
missed.

EWALD, Wayne Virgil, 80, of What
Cheer, IA, died March 26, 2005.
Wayne was a POW in the European
Theatre. He is survived by his wife,
Veda, 2 daughters, 1 sister, 4 grand-
children, 1 great-grandson and 13
nieces and nephews.

FORD, Mason Eugene, 79, died May
12, 2005. He was captured while
serving with the 106™ Div. 423™ Reg.,
Co. G during the Battle of the Bulge.
He was held prisoner in Stalag IVB
until liberation. He was a life mem-
ber of AXPOW and the Greater At-
lanta Chapter. He is survived by his
wife of 59 years, Lois, 2 daughters,
1 son and 4 grandchildren.

GARDNER, Velma G., of Argos, IN,
beloved wife of Harold, passed
away April 27, 2005 at the age of
88. They were married for 44 years.
Harold was a member of Patton's
4" Armored Div. and was captured
in Europe. Survivors include 4 daugh-
ters and 3 step-children.

GOLONKA, Joseph R., 82, of
Hobe Sound, Fl died Friday, June 10,
2005 at his home. He was a prisoner
of war while serving in the U.S.
Army during World War II in
Normandy. Survivors include his
wife, Jinina, a son, two daughters, a
sister, and a brother. He had seven
grandchildren.

HAWKINS, Hubert H. passed away
June 5, 2005 in San Antonio, TX. He
retired from the U.S. Army. He was
a POW in the Korean War.

HILL, Jimmie S., 85, of Grenada, MS
died May 6, 2005. He served with
the 142~ [nf., 36" Div. and was a
POW in Germany for 18 months. He
was a life member of AXPOW.
Jimmie is survived by his wife of 57
years, Sarah, 1 son, 6 daughters, 15
grandchildren and 9 great-grandchil-
dren.

HUCKABY, 0O.B. “Huck”, of Austin,
TX passed away June 16, 2005 at
age 85. He served with the 322 BG,
450" BS, 9™ AF during WWII. He was
captured July 7, 1944 and held in
Lufts 4 & 6. Huck was a life member
of Capitol City Chapter, AXPOW. He
is survived y his wife of 59 years,
Mildred, 1 son and 3 grandchildren.

KULICK, George C., of Sarasota, FL
died May 6, 2005. He served in the
15% AF, 301 BG, 419%™ BS during
WWII. He was shot down over
Verona, Italy and held POW in Luft 1
for 15 months. He leaves his wife
of 50 years, Marion, 1 son, 1 daugh-
ter, 4 grandchildren and 1 sister.

MEYER, June L., 82, of Hillsborough,
NC died April 28, 2005. She and her
husband, ex-POW Al, were life mem-
bers of AXPOW. In addition to her
husband of 62 years, she is survived
by 2 sons, 1 daughter, 3 brothers, 1
sister and 7 grandchildren.

LEVINE, Joseph, of Deerfield
Beach, FL passed away on July 3,
2005. Joe was a radio operator and
gunner with the 15" Air Force. He
flew on a B-17 out of Italy and was
shot down over Hungary on August
22,1944. He was sent to Stalag Luft
IV and was there until liberated in
April, 1945. He was a member of the
Florida Gold Coast Chapter, AX-
POW. Joe is survived by his wife
Muriel and a son and a daughter.

LOWE, Charles, recently of Colo-
nial Heights, Virginia, formerly of
Austin, Texas, died May 18, 2005,
and will be buried at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery. Although he
moved to Virginia, he maintained his
membership in the Capitol City
Chapter. Charlie served with 325 BS
92 BG, and was held in Germany. He
is survived by his wife of over 55
years, Evelyn.

OSBORN, Chester W., 85, passed
away March 31, 2005. His B-24 was

shot down over Austria and he was
held 11 months in Luft IV. He leaves
his loving wife of nearly 60 years,
Vivian, 1 daughter, 1 son and ?
granddaughters.

OSTERMANN, Joseph Edward, Sr.,
of DelLand, FL died May 23, 2005 at
the age of 86. He served with the
385" BG and was shot down over
Demark on Oct. 9, 1943. He spent
19 months in captivity, starting with
Luft II and ending up in Luft VIIA. He
was preceded in death by his wife
of 55 years, Colleen. He is survived
by 6 sons, 4 daughters, 23 grand-
children and 14 great-grandchildren.

RECARDO, Federico passed
away on June 15, 2005, at the age
of 88. He was a decorated WWII,
Korean veteran and a survivor of
the Bataan Death March. He was a
life member of the American Ex-Pris-
oners of War and an active member
of the Tacoma, WA Chapter.
Federico leaves behind two sis-
ters, one brother, 4 children, 14
grandchildren and 31 great-grand-
children. He is preceded in death by
his beloved wife of 63 years,
Carmelita.

SHERTZER, Sidney Charles “Sid”,
of Moore, South Carolina, died May
10, 2005. Sid served in the USAF
during WW 11, and was shot down in
April, 1944, during a B-17 bombing
raid over Bavaria. He was injured and
held as a POW until the end of the
war. He leaves his wife, Florene, 1
daughter and 1 son.

SHOCKLEY, Charles W., 84, life
member of AXPOW, passed away
Oct. 1, 2004 in Bloomington, IN. He
served with the 8" AF, 44" BG dur-
ing WWIIL. He was shot down and
spent 18 months in Lufts 4 and 1
before liberation. Survivors include
his daughter, Karen.

SMITH, Clarence E., of Ausable
Forks, NY died June 9, 2005. He was
81. Clarence served in the Army
during WWIIL. He as a POW for 8
months in Germany. Survivors in-
clude his wife of 60 years, Evelyn,
two sons, five granddaughters, one
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great-granddaughter, five brothers
and one sister.

STEINGRABER, LeRoy A., 80, of
Tijeras, NM passed away April 2,
2005. He served with the 453 BG,
735™ BS. He as shot down over Ger-
many and held at Lufts IV and other
POW camps 11 months. He is sur-
vived by his wife of 61 years, Vio-
let, 1 daughter, 2 sons, 10 grandchil-
dren and 7 great-grandchildren.

STOCKDALE, James B., retired
Navy Vice Adm., Medal of Honor re-
cipient, former Vietnam POW, naval
aviator and test pilot, academic, and
American hero died July 5, 2005, at
his home in Coronado, Calif. He
was 81 years old. As commanding
officer of Carrier Air Group Sixteen
flying from the aircraft carrier the
USS Oriskany, he was shot down
while leading a mission Sept. 9,
1965. While imprisoned, he orga-
nized the prisoner culture in defi-
ance of regulations forbidding pris-
oner communication and impro-
vised a cohesive set of rules gov-
erning prisoner behavior. Codified
in the acronym, BACK U.S. (Unity
over Self), these rules gave prison-
ers a sense of hope, which many
credited with giving them the
strength to endure their ordeal. He
is survived by his beloved wife Sybil
of Coronado, CA, four sons and
eight grandchildren.

TEN HAKEN, Melvin G., of Milwau-
kee, WI died May 11, 2005. During
WWII, he was assigned to the 15"
AF, 461 BG, 766™ BS. His plane was
shot down over Yugoslavia; he was
captured and held in Luft 1, Barth.
He leaves his beloved wife, Betty, 2
sons and | daughter.

THOMPSON, Dr. Eugene Joseph,
83, of O'Hara, PA passed away March
5, 2005. Dr. Thompson was chief of
medicine at the VAMC, Pittsburgh. He
pioneered treatment of former
POWs by caring for veterans of
Bataan and Corregidor. His work
helped set national standards on
treating the lingering effects of
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wartime imprisonment. He is sur-
vived by his wife, Marcia.

WARD, Norman P. “Pat”, age 85, of
Enfield, CT passed away May 27,
2005. He serve with the 228™ Army
Signal Operations under General
MacArthur on Corregidor. He was
captured by the Japanese and held
42 months in the Philippines and
Japan. Pat was a member of the CT
Chapter, AXPOW. He is survived by
his wife, Leslie, 1 son, 2 grandchil-
dren and 1 sister.

WENSLOW, Marshall, of Watertord,
Michigan, passed away May 4, 2005.
Marshall served in the 106™ Inf. Div.,
589" FABN. He was captured at
Battle of the Bulge. He leaves his
beloved wife of 57 years, Patricia,
and one daughter.

Remembering James Stockdale:
His Destiny Made All the
Difference

By Paul Galanti

who served nearly seven years as
a POW — much of that time under
the command of James Bond
Stockdale.

A truly great man died July 5, 2005.

In September, 1965, when Cdr. Jim
Stockdale was shot down over
North Vietnam, my squadron com-
manding officer, Cdr. Tex Birdwell
— one of the toughest men I'd ever
known, who'd worked with
Stockdale at the Navy Test Pilot
School — said, “Jim'll do all right, he’s
the toughest guy I know.” Com-
mander Bill Franke, a contemporary
of Stockdale's when shot down,
was the smartest human being I'd
ever known. He served on the test
pilot faculty with Stockdale. Franke
told me, “Jim is the smartest human
being I've ever known.” Those two
endorsements say a lot about Jim
Stockdale — a very tough guy who
led others with his intellect.

“CAG" (Commander of the Air
Group) was the last of a breed and
one of the great bargains Uncle Sam
received in exchange for his An-
napolis education. A brilliant man,
Stockdale excelled in the primarily
engineering curriculum of the Acad-
emy class of 1947. He wound up fly-
ing fighters, earning an MS in Engi-

neering, and becoming head of aca-
demics at the Navy Test Pilot School
— where his students included four
of the earliest astronauts, three
Navy and one Marine.

But it wasn't the tailhook carrier
Navy that excited Jim the most.
Working toward his doctorate in phi-
losophy, he studied the classics for
two years under Stanford’s re-
nowned philosophy professor
Philip Rhinelander. He became fas-
cinated with the Stoics. Particularly
in Epictetus’ Enchiridion, Stockdale
found his raison d’tre as a leader
of men in a POW environment. His
nearly eight years in a Communist
prison with frequent torture, soli-
tary confinement, and endless mind
games played by his captors made
him stronger. He would later tell
audiences that he believed his
whole life directed him to be the
inspirational leader for the 600 mili-
tary POWs in Vietnam. He got
through nearly five years of solitary
confinement convinced that it was
his purpose to be there.

Stockdale’s 2,713 days of leader-
ship in isolation resulted in promo-
tions to admiral and general, selec-
tions for choice assignments, and
a plethora of medals for the men
he inspired. He was personally
awarded the Medal of Honor in large
part for refusing to be exploited by
being forced to order Americans to
violate their Code of Conduct.

His brief foray into politics as the
reluctant vice-presidential candidate
for Ross Perot in 1992 didn’'t work
out. The pundits had a field day with
the geezer against the hip, one-
thought-equals-one-clever-bumper-
sticker Quayle and Gore. Admiral
Stockdale looked at the camera and
asked famously, “Why am I here?”

Neither Quayle, Gore, the press, nor
the viewers understood what he
was saying. But those of us who
served with him in Hanoi under-
stood very well. He was imploring
the spirit of Epictetus to whisk him
away from these buffoons back to
his destiny: leading men under very
trying circumstances. According to
Epictetus, Jim Stockdale knew, that
was his life's principal destiny. And
for so many of us POWs, it — and
he — made all the difference.



new members

National Headquarters

3201 East Pioneer Parkway. Suite 40
Arlington. TX 76010; (817) 649-2979

Marsha.Coke(@axpow.org

New Annual
Members
“Welcome Home”

Steve Loper
Redlands, CA

I FA OBS BN BTRY B
#066 Italy, 2B Luft 3
2/14/43-4/26/45

Albert E. Eisenkraft
Elsie

Sarasota, FL

Army

OA, 9B
12/19/44-3/30/45

Francis Jeremiah
Monteverde
Albuquerque, NM
29 INF DIV

4B
6/10/44-4/16/45

Oral C. Nichols, ]Jr.
Carlsbad, NM
CPNAB, Wake Island
Woosung Kiangwan
Sendai
12/23/41-9/12/45

New Life Members
“Welcome Home”

Frank C. Stecklein
Judith 711 38946
San Antonio, TX
Cabanatuan

George S. Malcolm
Julia S 17033 38947
Ft. Lauderdale, FL
384 BG 545 BS
Dulag, Luft 1

Clinton A. Sather
Eleanor 38915 38948
Moorhead, MN

AAF

Lufts 6,4, 1

Vicki Batson 38949
Round Rock, TX
Daughter of Lloyd
Delahorne, PAC

Howard R. McCord
38950

Juno Beach, FL

15 AF 463 BG 773 BS

Luft 3, 7A

4/30/44-5/24/45

Florence Sexton
38951

E. Bridgewater, MA

Widow of Edward ]J.

Sexton

17B

Joseph N. Todaro
*38952
Toms River, NJ
B CO 81 ENG BN
attached to 106 DIV
12A, 3A, 11A, Stone
Quarry
12/17/44-4/18/45

George Victor Young
*38953

Tucson, AZ

15 AF 98 BG 344 BS

Bucharest Romania

8/18/44-9/1/44

Sylvia M. Cope

*38954
Zapata, TX
Widow of Norman A
Cope

12A, 3C 9/44-1/45

Dominick E. Sgobbo
*38956

Bronx, NY

G CO 302 INF 94 DIV

5A

3/6/45-5/45

Eugene S. Fitelson
*38957

Fairfield, CT

20 INF DIV 328 REG

2B Hammerstein,

Work Camps, W.

Prussia, Limburg

Clyde Ronald Smith
*38958

Palmdale, CA

CO A 8 CAV DIV 1

REG

Chang Song 11/1/50-

9/53

Ernest Grabich
Josephine

*38959 38960
Surf City, NJ
5 Army 88 INF DIV
Stalag 18, Austria
10/24/44-5/8/45

George E. Bradley

Lola *38961 38962
Wichita Falls, TX
USAAF

Luft 4

Walton J. Minkler
Sarah *38963 38964
Goodrich, MI

D BTRY 435 AAA BN
Markt Pongau
11/29/44-8/45

Lloyd E. Bates
Helen *38965
Westerville, OH
354 FG 356 FS
German Civilian
Hospital
4/7/45-4/14/45

38966
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“America The Beautiful”
58" National Convention
September 27 — October 2, 2005
HOST HOTEL ~ Doubletree Hotel
3203 Quebec Street
Denver, CO 80207
303-321-3333; 800-222-8733
fax: 303-329-5233

Name

Address

City/State/Zip A Phone

Arrival Date Departure Date

Number of Beds in Room 1 2 Smoking Non-Smoking
Circle One: Visa MasterCard American Express Discover Diners Club
Credit Card # Exp Date

Special Needs

ROOM RATES: $79 PER NIGHT
Please make your reservations prior to Sept. 11, 2005. There is a one-time fee of $50 that ap-
plies to early check-outs not specified at the time of check-in.
Check in time is 3:00PM ~ Check-out time is 12:00 Noon

A continental breakfast, with oatmeal, is included in the room rate.
Complimentary transportation to and from Denver International Airport
Complimentary Transportation between the Doubletree Hotel and the Red Lion Hotel if needed

AMERICAN EX-PRISONERS OF WAR
58TH NATIONAL CONVENTION
SEPTEMBER 27 - OCTOBER 2, 2005

TUES SEPT 27 NATIONAL SERVICE TRAINING - TOURS

WED SEPT 28 NATIONAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

THU SEPT 29 OPENING CEREMONIES-NATIONAL LEGISLATION PROGRAM-
MEDSEARCH SEMINAR-COMMANDER’S RECEPTION

FRISEPT 30 MEN AND WOMEN'S WORKSHOPS-EDUCATION SEMINAR-LADIES’
LUNCHEON-NATIONAL CONVENTION CALL TO ORDER-REUNION NIGHT

SATOCT1 CONTINUATION OF GENERALASSEMBLY
BANQUET AND INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS

SUNOCT 2 NATIONAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
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Convention Registration

“America The Beautiful”
58" ANNUAL NATIONAL CONVENTION
September 27-Oct. 2, 2005
Denver, Colorado

Registrant’s Name Nickname
Spouse’s Name (if attending) Phone

Address E-mail

City State Zip
Special Needs (Wheel chair, oxygen, etc.)

Unit When Captured Theatre Camps

REGISTRATION (per person) until September 1 ~ $55.00
after September 1 - 360 no refund after September 15
Payable to: 2005 Convention Fund
Mail to: Mrs. Phyllis Hutchins, Registration Chairman
3191 South Leyden Street
Denver, CO 80222

AD ORDER FORM
Overall page sizeis 8 /2" x 117
AD PRICING

Full page........ $200

Half page....... $125 Businesscard...... ... $35
Deadline for submissions is Sept. 1, 2005

Name
Organization (if applicable)
Address

City
State Zip
Telephone
Ad Size

Amount Enclosed $

Make Checks or Money Orders payable to:
2005SCONVENTION FUND
Mail order form with ad materials and check to:
AXPOW CONVENTION - PROGRAM AD
3191 S. Leyden Street
Denver, CO 80222

Saturday Night Banquet Choice:
Roasted Pork Tenderloin

Atlantic Salmon
Total Registration: $

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES:

1. Tour to Air Force Academy and

Garden of the Gods

Tuesday, Sept. 27 @337.50 per person
Number __ x $37.50 5

2. Tour to Central City/Blackhawk
Tuesday, Sept. 27 (@) $24.00 per person
Number __x $24.00 b

3. Ladies Luncheon
Friday, Sept. 30 (@ $21.00 per person
Number __x $21.00 5

Registration and Activities
TOTAL AMOUNT )
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AMERICAN EX-PRISONERS OF WAR
2005 NATIONAL CONVENTION
DELEGATE VALIDATION FORM

SEPTEMBER 29 - OCTOBER 1, 2005

DENVER, COLORADO

Please validate the following members as delegates to the 2004 National Convention in Arlington, Texas, September 30
—October 2, 2004. (Delegates-at-Large use this form.)

Chapter/Department Name (Please print)

Head Delegate: (Please print name and address.)

Other Delegates and Alternates: Please print names and addresses. (Use a separate sheet for additional names.)

Validated lists will be returned to the Head Delegates.

[fyou are a chapter voting with your state department, do not return this form.

MAIL THIS FORM TO: AMERICAN EX-PRISONERS OF WAR
CREDENTIALS
3201 EAST PIONEER PARKWAY #40
ARLINGTON, TEXAS 76010-5396
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The act of becoming a POW
does not a hero make...the
act of being a POW made
some heroes. This book
tells of some who are
American heroes.

10,000 American flying
officers shot from the sky
- scraped up from the
European landscape and
dumped behind barbed wire.

An absorbing story of life in
a German prison camp, Stalag Luft 1.

The author’s unique timing - stationed at Hickam Field,
Pearl Harbor during the attack on Dec. 7, 1941, and his
terrifying experience of becoming a Jewish prisoner of
the Nazis - makes this a compelling reading experience.
The writing style is personal and highly readable.

Books can be ordered from
iUniverse Publishers 1-800-288-4677
or your local book store ISBN 0-595-33362-1
Or order a signed copy ,
by the author
L.S. Bach
2224 Pine Knoll Drive, Walnut Creek, CA 94595

$21.95
(add $2. for shipping)

@
20/50 drawing
Latest winners drawn in Washington, DC
Ist Place - $1136.20
Jay G Coberly, Lexington KY
2nd Place - $852.15
Thomas Carrick, Wellington FL.
3rd Place - $568.10
Bert Robinson, Mission Viejo TX
4th Place - $284.05
Joe Cucarola, Sterling CO

These drawings help raise money needed for our operating expenses.
They allow our members to participate in a very worthwhile project,

while giving them a chance to win. 50% of the donations will be
given to the General Fund and the other 50% are awarded as prizes.

The amounts are determined after all donations are received. You do
not have to be present to win.Please make copies of the tickets on
the other side and offer them to your Chapter members, family and
friends. We are asking $5.00 for 6 tickets.

These donations are not tax deductible. Fill out the tickets and send
them and your donations to:

National Headquarters ~50/50 Drawing

3201 E. Pioneer Pkway, #40

Arlington, TX 76010-5396.

Thank you for your support of this very worthwhile project

The 1067h Infantry

Division Association

Organized at
Camp Lucky Strike 1945
active since 1946

If you are a former 106™ Infantry Division vet, were
attached to the 106th,a relative of a 106™ veteran, you

are eligible for membership in the Association.
Annual Dues $10.00 < > LIFE Membership $75.00

The CUB Magazine has been published every
quarter since August 1946.

Annual Reunions held yearly since 1947.

http://swww.mm.com/user/jpk/membership.htm
Or contact John Kline, Membership Chairman
Past President “97-"98: Editor, The CUB since 1987
M Co., 423rd Inf Regiment
11 Harold Drive
Burnsville, MN 55337-2786
Phone: 952-890-3155
Email: jpk@mm.com
106th Home Page: http://www.mm.com/user/jpk

Solid Bronze
Grave
Medallion

actual size: 4" diamerer x 3/8” thick
weight: 1 pound
content: copper 86%/fzine 4%/tin 6%/lead 49

This is a non-profit endeavor for all Ex-Prisoners of War,
spouses, National IHeadquarters, Chapters, to ger this
medallion on all Ex-POW markers or headstones. Contact
the next-of-kin and the cemetery to get their approval to
have these medallions put on the deccased ex-POW's marker,
and have yours for when the time comes.

Outdoor grave medallion, drilled, tapped, & studded
$30.00 each
Name
Address
City/State/Zip
Make all checks and money orders payable to: Stalag Luft

IV. Send orders to: Grave Medallion, Leonard E. Rose,
8103 E. 50" St. Lawrence, IN 46226-2018.

The Board of Directors has given me approval to make
and sell these grave medallions.
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American Ex-Prisoners of War
50/50 Drawing — October 2005
PLEASEPRINT

Name: Telephone: ()

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Here is my donation of $5.00 for 6 chances to win the drawing,
Prize amounts are determined by the total amount donated.
Mail your donation American Ex-Prisoners of War
and entry to: 50/50 Drawing
3201 E. Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40
Arlington, TX 76010-5396

You do not have to be present to win. Your donation is not tax deductible.

VOID WHERE PROHIBITED. Donation not required to enter.
Thank you for your support.

American Ex-Prisoners of War
50/50 Drawing -- October 2005
PLEASEPRINT

Name: Telephone: ()

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Here is my donation of $5.00 for 6 chances to win the drawing.
Prize amounts are determined by the total amount donated.
Mail your donation American Ex-Prisoners of War
and entry to: 50/50 Drawing
3201 E. Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40
Arlington, TX 76010-5396

You do not have to be present to win. Your donation is not tax deductible.
VOID WHERE PROHIBITED. Donation not required to enter .
Thank you for your support.

American Ex-Prisoners of War
50/50 Drawing — October 2005
PLEASE PRINT

Name: Telephone: ()

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Here is my donation of $5.00 for 6 chances to win the drawing.
Prize amounts are determined by the total amount donated.
Mail your donation American Ex-Prisoners of War
and entry to: 50/50 Drawing
3201 E. Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40
Arlington, TX 76010-5396

You do not have to be present to win. Your donation is not tax deductible.

VOID WHERE PROHIBITED. Donation not required to enter,
Thank you for your support.

American Ex-Prisoners of War
50/50 Drawing -- October 2005
PLEASEPRINT

Name: Telephone: ()

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Here is my donation of $5.00 for 6 chances to win the drawing.
Prize amounts are determined by the total amount donated.
Mail your donation American Ex-Prisoners of War
and entry to: 50/50 Drawing
3201 E. Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40
Arlington, TX 76010-5396

You do not have to be present to win. Your donation is not tax deductible.
VOID WHERE PROHIBITED. Donation not required to enter.

Thank you for your support.

American Ex-Prisoners of War
50/50 Drawing --October 2005
PLEASE PRINT

Name: Telephone: ()

Address:

City/State/Zip:
Here is my donation of $5.00 for 6 chances to win the drawing,
Prize amounts are determined by the total amount donated.
Mail your donation American Ex-Prisoners of War
and entry to: 50/50 Drawing
3201 E. Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40
Arlington, TX 76010-5396

You do not have to be present to win. Your donation is not tax deductible.

VOID WHERE PROHIBITED. Donation not required to enter.
Thank you for your support.
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American Ex-Prisoners of War
50/50 Drawing — October 2005
PLEASEPRINT

Name: Telephone: ()

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Here is my donation of $5.00 for 6 chances to win the drawing.
Prize amounts arc determined by the total amount donated.
Mail your donation American Ex-Prisoners of War
and entry to: 50/50 Drawing
3201 E. Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40
Arlington, TX 76010-5396

You do not have to be present to win. Your donation is not tax deductible.
VOID WHERE PROHIBITED. Donation not required to enter.
Thank you for your support.



request for membership application
American Ex-Prisoners of War

Name:
Address:
City/State/Zip:

Membership is open to US Military and Civilians captured because of their US citizenship.

Do NOT send dues with this request Life Membership Rates
for an application Under 35 $360
36-50 $300
Mail to: 51-60 $180
American Ex-Prisoners of War 61 & over $120
3201 East Pioneer Parkway, #40 Spouse of life member $ 40
Arlington, TX 76010-5936 Annual Membership Rates
Single Membership $ 30
(817) 649-2979 voice Husband & wife $ 40
(817)649-0109 fax

e-mail: hqi@axpow.org

Provided by: Prisoner of War Information System
~ (POW-IS) Wsit: www.no-is.com
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Name Badge Order Form

Choice of attachment

(check one or we choose)
a Pin-on

Q Clip-on

JOHN DOE

Chapter/City

Actual size of badge — 27 x 37

Print information below
First name

Last name

City or Chapter

Name Badge with name & chapter or city... ... $
Cost of additional lines ($1.00 each) ............

AXPOW Vest Order Form

Name

Address

City. State, Zip

Si1z¢ (Men/coat, Women/chest measurement)
Long, Regular or Short

Name on front of vest

Chapter Name (back of vest)

Price: $50.00, includes shipping/handling

Please allow 8-10 weeks for delivery.

*includes shipping/handling

Total cost of name badge S

Mail orders to:

AXPOW NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS

Parkway, Suite 40

AXPOW Metal License Plate Frame 6.00
Aluminum License Plate 3.00
3" Vinyl Decal 1.00
37 Inside Decal 1.00
8" Vinyl Decal 5.00
12 Vinyl Decal 10.00
Bumper Sticker “Freedom Is Happiness™ 1.50
Bumper Sticker “Freedom — Ask us” 1.50
Magnetic Ribbons 5.00

Memorial Seals
3 sheets, S1.00; 10 sheets, $3.00; 20 sheets, 5.00

ANXPOW Daisies 1.50 dozen

Shipto:
Street - = 3201 East Pioneer
_ J Arlington, Texas 76010-5396
City/State/Zip S
Official AXPOW Cap (specify size)  25.00 Vest Chainguard w/eagles 7.00
Maroon AXPOW Sport Cap 8.00 3" Blazer Patch 3.50
Eagle Sport Cap 9.00 47 Blazer Patch 3.50
Vinyl Cap Bag 300 8" Blazer Patch 10.00
Barbed Wire pin 250 = SF 2
Life icmb;r};in 400 CLOTHSTRIPES (specify which title) 2.00
o T y Life Member - Chapter Commander
Crossed Flags Lapel pin 400 : = ; ;
Brooch pin 400 P:m_l Chapter Commander - Chapter Adj/Treas Chapter
EX-POW pin (goldtone) 400 Adjutant - Chapter Treasurer
1 i State Department Commander
0g0 pin 400 ot State Dept. C e . e
POW Stamp pin 250 F}a»t. ate ;pt 4 ommand t.r [?Lp:lﬂmcnl Adjutant
Past Chapter Commander pin agg  _EOOR ' el Cﬁ" \1 iceC “;_‘;.'?‘““.d”
Past Department Commander pin 400 L V1R GOMANGEL. -, LMy > Efotian

Eagle pin w/Barbed Wire 7.00

Service Officer - Legislative Officer
Past Chapter Officer + Past Department Officer

Inlots of 12 doz, (ie . 24, 36, 48, etc.) 1.25 dozen

(specify gold, silver or antique gold) Wall Clock (battery included) 20.00
Necktie w/logo woven in fabric 20.00 12x18 inch American Flag 5.00 > - -

(specify regular or pre-tied) 12x18 AX-POW Graveside Flag 10.00 "'}‘\ P,O“ Nn:.ncc;:rds (pkg.; of “‘S) 500
AXPOW Logo Bolo Tic 1500 3x5f. AX-POW Flag w/3-color logo Special Prayer Cands: (pkg of 23) 240
U.S. Flag Bolo Tie 18.50 with fringe. indoor use 60.00 "\‘\i},}f'}\:" P:"zj.ycr B":n}‘ e
Mini POW Medal Bolo Tie 20.00 with grommets, outdoor use 60.00 l:m ]‘js} cayer Hook : Lo
Goldtone Bolo Bezel w/cord 9.00 Canvas Totebag w/4™ logo 15.00 “'),“" Mcfl:‘,l Pﬂs.m .an =00
Logo Necklace & Pierced Earrings 10.00 “Speak Out™ Education Packet 6.00 ;\_\-1?0'.\\ (,unstmltwn&B}’J,:'l\\'s 5.00
2" Medallion (for plaque) 4.00 POW Videotape — ETO or Pacific 11.00

Now accepting Master Card/Visa

QUANTITY ITEM SIZE / COLOR PRICE
For orders up to 7.99, add $2.00; For orders 8.00 to 24.99, add $6.00 Shipping/HandIng/Insurance:
For orders 25.00 to 49.99, add $8.00: For orders 50.00 to 99.99, add $10.00 Total: $
For orders over 100.00, add $15.00 Checks/Money Order/Credit Card Accepted.
For credit card orders: Card # o Expiration:

Check one) Master Card Vis
(I ) er Carc 153 MAILTO:
Name B A AMERICAN EX-PRISONERS OF WAR
Address B 3201 East Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40
City. State. Zip Arlington, Texas 76010-5396
Bliotic 817-649-2979

axpowgm(@aol.com




You are invited to an Historic Event...

September 16, 2005
4:00 PM

NATIONAL P.O.W. M.l.A. MEMORIAL

RIVERSIDE NATIONAL CEMETERY

Dedication of the National POW/MIA Memorial

Riverside National Cemetery
22495 Van Buren Blvd. ~ Riverside, California

For additional information: Paul Adkins ~ Support Committee
Riverside National Cemetery (909) 957-3982
82ndmedic@earthlink.net




AXPOW Vests!

The uniform of the American Ex-POWs consists of the
military cap and the vest. These vests are custom-made with
your name on the front, and your chapter and logo shield
on the back. Orders take approximately six weeks to
complete. Order now to wear at National Convention!

$50.00 each, includes shipping/handling

For pins, vest guards and other items to “dress up” your vest,
gu P Y
order from the merchandise page inside.

Thank you for supporting the American Ex-POWS with your purchases of National Merchandise.

change of address form

Include your mailing label for address change or
inquiry. If you are receiving duplicate copies, please
send both labels. If moving, please give us your new
address in the space provided.

Please print:

Name

Address
City/State/Zip
Phone ( )

Please allow 4 weeks to make address corrections.

Mail to: National Headquarters, AXPOW, 3201 E. Pioneer
Parkway, Suite 40, Arlington, TX 76010-5396
Or fax: (817) 649-0109

e-mail: Marsha.coke@axpow.org

Subscription Rates -- non members
$20.00 per year

Foreign subscriptions
$30.00 per year
Now accepting MasterCard/Visa

All orders for products sold by
AXPOW National Organization,
including dues/subscriptions
should be mailed to:

American Ex-Prisoners of War
National Headquarters

3201 E. Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40
Arlington, TX 76010-5396

(817) 649-2979/ (817) 649-0109 fax
e-mail: HQ®@axpow.org

No collect calls, please
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