1)

VYolume 62 WWW.AXPOW.Org Number 1

X-POW BULLETIN

the official voice of the

American Ex-Prisoners of War

January 2005




’5

.f

nﬁ" /|
( JJ
[

\ 5

i

Clockwise from top left: ND Len Rose, Gov.
Joe Kernan (Vietnam POW), at POW-MIA Day
Ceremonies; PNC Earl Derrington & his
“bride Pauline met President & Mrs. Bush;
Groundbreaking for the POW-MIA Memo-
rial at Riverside National Cemetery; PNC/
NSO Sonny Mottern and Wright Swanay file
a claim for ex-POW Charles Huningan; Jules
Robin, 11th AB, Bob Holland, author of Res-
cue of STIC, M) Laznibat, Bacepow SVC &
David Tejada, CA Dept. SVC; Kingsford (Ml)
students “I Know Veterans” Program
teaches important lessons. Two partici-
pants were ex-POW Kenneth Hiatt and
granddaughter T|erney Walsh.

Ground Breaking by American Ex-POWs amd Family
(left to right) Cecil Davis, Rev. Robert Chism, Lloyd Kilmer, Harry Corre,

Al Platt, Leo “Marty” Schlocker and Ruth Kilmer
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James Cooper

Chonita and I hope you all have
a healthy, happy and productive
New Year.

[ wish to thank the members of
the organization for the confi-
dence shown by electing me Na-
tional Commander, even though
[ was in the hospital at the time. |
shall do my best to live up to the
requirements of the position and
the trust you have placed in me.

Since the convention, I have re-
ceived several inquiries about my
health. [ have a problem with con-
trol of a muscle in my right leg,
possibly caused by a slipped disc
in the lumbar area. I have not had
either a stroke or a heart attack
according to the VA hospital in
Tucson. It’s like the old game of
“Telephone”, where the story gets
more and more garbled as it is
passed around. Rumor seems to
spread much quicker than fact,
but I hope that these rumors are
laid to rest as [ travel around the
country doing the job of National
Commander. If you have a ques-
tion, please contact me directly.

Mrs. Brooks recently brought up
a question that needs clarifica-
tion. It involves spouses of de-
scendents. Going back to the ori-
gins of our organization, we be-
gan as family and friends of men
captured on Bataan and
Corregidor. When these men re-
turned, the families offered to
turn the organization over to the
men. But it was their decision to
keep the families involved. I be-

lieve nothing should be done to
divide families. If spouses of de-
scendents wish to join, it should
be permitted. We need as many
members as we can get. This has
been voted on more than once by
the members at National Conven-
tions. They have made the deci-
sion to keep AXPOW as an inclu-
sive - not exclusive - organiza-
tion.

Lord Chesterton said, “Do not
tear down a fence until you know
why it was put up”. This is excel-
lent advice. If there is a problem,
study it and discuss it. Then,
when a decision is made, act on
it.

The maximum authority of any
organization is the group in ses-
sion - in our case, the National
Convention and the general
membership.

During the year, the Board of Di-
rectors will operate as the policy
making group; in an emergency
the Executive Committee could
make a decision. But no officer
should set policy or attempt to
change policies sct by either the
Convention or the Board. The
AXPOW Service Foundation pre-
pared forms to be used by the
American Ex-Prisoners of War to
request funds. Last year, the
foundation was generous in its
aid to our service officers and this
was appreciated by all.

The only problem was that the
Board of Directors was bypassed
in the process. I was in charge of
Budget and Finance and had to
prepare a working budget. But I
did not know the amount do-
nated by the Foundation until I
read their column in the Septem-
ber Bulletin. I hope we can main-
tain a friendly and cooperative
working arrangement this year
and keep the Board of Directors
informed at the same time.

I pledge to do my best to keep the
Board and membership informed
of all matters of importance to
our organization.

Last fall, I had the opportunity to
spend some time with the Na-
tional Commander of the Ameri-
can Legion - Tom Cadmus. [ hope
to exchange views with other vet-
erans service organizations' lead-
ership during my year as Com-
mander.

We have now received stroke and
heart attack as presumptives.
This leaves diabetes, liver disease
and osteoporosis as the only
three requested by the POW Ad-
visory Board. There is also a bill
introduced by Rep. Filner of Cali-
fornia to award Purple Hearts to
those who died in prison camps.
We should support this bill and
others as they are introduced.

Jim

ONE MORE ROLL

* ok ok ok ok ok

We toast our faithful comrades
Now fallen from the sky

And gently caught by God’s own hand
To be with Him on high.

To dwell among the soaring clouds
They knew so well before

From dawn patrol and victory roll
At heaven’s very door.

And as we fly among them there
We’re sure to hear their plea

“Take care, my friend. watch your six,
And do one more roll... just for me.”

HANOIL 1968

Gerald (Jerry) Coffee
Captain. USN (Ret.)
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Sonnie Bill Mottern
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wrichardsonjr@nc.rr.com

Warren G. King, Sr.

1015 Mitchell Rd.
Nashville, TN 37206-1113
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Southeast Region
Charles M. “Charlie” Hill
729 Olive Street
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(803) 799-0202
mercha@bellsouth..net

Edward L. DeMent

8735 Doral Oaks Dr., #1617
Temple Terrace, FL 33617

(813) 985-3783; (813) 989-8871 fax
deme8805(@aol.com

North Central Region
Carroll Bogard
726 N Carolina Pl
Mason City IA 50401
641-424-4870

Kenny H. Hanson

9401 Lyndale Ave. S #228
Bloomington, MN 55420
(952) 888-2703
khanson95@mn.rr.com.

Senior Director, F. Paul Dallas
916 Bingham Dr.

Fayetteville, NC 28304

(910) 867-2775; (910) 867-0339 fax
threatt273(@aol.com

Leonard E. Rose

8103 E. 50th Street

Lawrence, IN 46226

(317) 546-1860; (317) 546-3806 fax
lerose(@comcast.net

Grover L. Swearingen

408 Fair Park Avenue

West Union, OH 45693
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South Central Region
William E. Roberts
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Jim Clark
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jaclark@bayou.com

Northwest Region
Herbert C. Kirchhoff
2910 Fernan Ct.
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herbertkirchhoff@hotmail.com

Bonnie Sharp

9716 54th Street CT West
University Place, WA 98467-1118
(253) 565-0444
SHARP1955(@juno.com

Soutlhwest Region
William Manda
6649 E. Cooper
Tucson, AZ 85710
(520) 747-1576
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Lucien George Bergez

4033 Huron Avenue
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University Place, WA 98467-1118
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Editor
Cheryl Cerbone
7 Turner Lane
S. Yarmouth, MA 02664
(508) 394-5250
(508) 760-2008 fax
editor@axpow.org

Deadline for the March, 2005 issue
is January 25, 2005

Please send all materials to the
editor at the above address.

January 2005
January, 23,1968...

The USS Pueblo was originally constructed in Kewaunee, Wisconsin in 1944
as FP-344, a U.S. Army Transportation Corps general purpose supply ship.
This designation was later changed to FS-344 and the ship was eventually
retired from active service in 1954. In April 1966, it was transferred to the
control of the U.S. Navy and was commissioned as USS Pueblo AKL-44 (Aux-
iliary Light Cargo). The ship was given its name after Pueblo, Colorado. Fi-
nally, in May 1967, the Navy gave the ship its final designation of AGER-2, an
environmental research vessel. Lieutenant Commander Lloyd M. “Pete” Bucher
was the first commanding officer of the USS Pueblo.

Pueblo was cruising in international waters between Japan and Korea when a
North Korean patrol boat ordered her to heave to and she was boarded. One
of the American crew was Killed, and the ship was eventually taken to Wonsan,
where the Americans were charged with violating North Korea’s territorial
waters. Although U.S. naval forces took up station, there were no reprisals.
The crew—four of whom had been wounded in the attack—were detained
for eleven months before their release on December 22, 1968.

From the ByLaws Committee:

All requested changes to the National Bylaws are to be submitted as follows:
Resolutions have two major parts: a preamble and a resolution. The preamble
gives the reason for the resolution. The resolution gives the intent. Each can
contain one or more paragraphs and the whole is read in its entirety, begin-
ning with the preamble. Each preamble paragraph begins with “Whereas” and
ends with “and” to connect it to the next paragraph. The final paragraph is
joined to the resolution with a semicolon and followed by the phrase “There-
fore, be it”

Whereas, (ETC); and

Whereas (ETC); therefore, be it
Resolved, that ___________
One signature is required on resolutions and amendments. Members are re-
minded that resolutions must be submitted to the committee before March
15, 2005. Those requesting changes should include a telephone number where
they can be reached if more information is needed. Send requested changes
to: Clydie Morgan, Chairman, 3201 E. Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40, Arlington, TX
76010.

Correction:

The Big Apple Chapter is part of the Department of NY and not NJ. The com-
mander lives in NJ, but the chapter is in New York. The Big Apple part should
have heen a tip-off ~ Editor

EX-POW Bulletin (ISSN 0161-7451) is published monthly except for a combined issue in November/December by the American Ex-Prisoners of War, 3201 E.
Pioneer Pkway, Arlington, TX 76010. Periodical postage paid at Arlington, TX and additional mailing offices. Postmaster: send address changes to EX-POW Bulletin,
AXNPOW Headquarters, 3201 E. Pioneer Pkwy. Suite 40, Arlington, TX 76010-5396. Founded April 14, 1942, in Albuquerque, NM, then known as Bataan Relief
Organization, Washington State non- profit corporation, **American Ex-Prisoners of War™, October 11, 1949, recorded as Document No. 133762, Roll 1, Page 386-
392. NONPROFIT CORPORATION. Nationally Chartered August 10, 1982. Appearance in this publication does not constitute endorsement by the American Ex-
Prisoners of War of the product or service advertised. The publisher reserves the right to decline or discontinue any such advertisement.

© 2005 American Ex-Prisoners of War
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sr. vice commander

Gerald Harvey
When you read this, a new year -
2005 - will have arrived. Our wish
for all of you is that it will be a good
year for you and those you love,
Each of us has a part in making
2005 a great year for AXPOW.

Participating in the National Veter-
ans Day ceremonies in Washington,
DC was a very special privilege. On
Wednesday evening, Eunice and I
attended the opening of a new
Smithsonian History Museum ex-
hibit, “The Price of Freedom,
Americans at War.” Pictures and
artifacts, from colonial times to the

national adjutant

lydic J. Morgan
HQ®@axpow.org

The Holidays are over and in many
parts of the country, winter is set-
tling in for the next few months.
Even though it's warmer in Texas
than it is in some parts of the coun-
try, we still can’t wait for spring!

If you are an annual member and
have not yet paid your dues, this is
the last issue of the EX-POW Bulle-
tin you will receive. Please get your
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present, show the part that Ameri-
can service men and women have
played in gaining and preserving
our freedom. We spent two hours
just walking through the exhibit.

On Thursday morning, we were in-
vited to the White House for break-
fast. It was great to get to meet the
commanders of other veterans ser-
vice organizations. Highlight of the
occasion was when Eunice and |
were presented to President Bush.
Then we stood on either side of him
as our picture was taken - a once-
in-a-lifetime thrill.

From the White House we went in
an Army bus to Arlington National
Cemetery.

We were taken first to the Tomb of
the Unknowns. On the front row
facing the tomb, representatives of
VSOs stood on the left side. Offic-
ers of our armed forces stood on
the right side. The Navy Band
played and, as part of a very im-

pressive ceremony, President Bush
walked up and placed a wreath.
Later in the day, various organiza-
tions also laid wreaths.

Following the wreath-laying, the
Veterans Day ceremony was held
in the Memorial Amphitheater.
Representatives of the VSOs were
seated on the stage. I was sitting
behind President Bush and An-
thony Principi, Secretary of Veter-
ans Affairs. Both the President and
the Secretary spoke, reminding us
that we have our freedom today be-
cause of the men and women who
fought before us. They also told us
to remember our troops who are
fighting today to help keep our
freedom.

[ am proud to be an American. We
live in the greatest country in the
world. Let us all continue to do our
part to Keep it great and to keep it
free!

Gerald

dues in early so you don’t miss a
single issue.

The Mid-year meeting of the Board
of Directors is tentatively scheduled
for April in Washington, D.C. The
Washington Office will have more
details as we get closer to the date.
If you would like to be on the
agenda, please notify us at Head-
quarters.

A reminder — we accept
MasterCard and Visa for merchan-
dise orders, and donations. You can
go online at www.axpow.org to
place an order, or simply write or
call National Headquarters and give
your credit card number and expi-
ration date. We have even been able
to work it out so our members can
make pledge donations of so much
per month. Call and we'll explain
how it works.

Stay warm until next month,

Clydie, Sally, Marsha and Donna
Your National Headquarters

The Offices of
the American Ex-Prisoners
of War
(National Headquarters,
Treasurer,
National Capitol Office,
Editor)
will be closed
on the following dates
in 2005

All Federal Holidays
New Year’s Day
MLK/Civil Rights Day
Presidents’ Day
Mid-Year Meeting Week
Memorial Day
Independence Day
Labor Day
National Convention Week
Columbus Day
Veterans’ Day
Thanksgiving
Christmas Week
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Besides serving as a Junior Vice
Commander, 1 am also a member
of the Congressional Advisory
Board for Ex-POWs. Let me share
why this is important to you.

This board was mandated by Con-
gress in 1980 and has a number of
functions and purposes. The Ad-
visory Board meets twice a year.
The spring meeting is held at the
VA's headquarters in Washington

DC. The site for the fall meeting
rotates through VHAs around the
country. The sites are chosen ac-
cording to complaints received
from former POWSs about either the
inadequate care at the local VHA
or problems with processing claims
or inconsistent disability ratings
from the regional office.

The Board also helps both Congress
and the Department of Veterans
Affairs better understand the ill-
nesses that especially affect former
prisoners of war as opposed to the
average veteran. The Board encour-
ages research into these illnesses.
The research verifies illnesses that
are presumed to have been caused
by being a prisoner of war, com-
monly referred to as
“presumptives”. The illnesses
most recently recognized are heart
disease and stroke.

Another action of the Advisory
Board was a suggestion to the VA
and VHA to begin an educational

civilian committee

Ted Cadwallader - Chairman
9501 Nut Tree Ct.

Elk Grove, CA 95624

(916) 685-3369
dcadwalli@iaol.com

More than 60 years ago, over 5,000
civilian men, women and children
were imprisoned in internment
camps following Japan’s occupa-
tion of the Philippines during World
War II. A three year struggle for
survival ensued as these internees
endured crowded living conditions,
disease, limited medical supplies,
heavy labor, tension, uncertainty,
and near starvation.

On April 23, 2005 the MacArthur
Memorial will open a special exhibit
in honor of the internees, and the
soldiers and civilians who saved
them. The exhibition on display
through February 28, 2006 will
briefly examine the Philippines be-
fore the Japanese invasion and

what characterized life for both the
native Filipinos and the foreign
born residents. Focusing on the
three major internment camps
Santo Tomas, Los Banos, and
Baguio, the exhibition will offer in-
sight into the internees’ initial con-
tact with their captors and their
daily lives during confinement.
While some succumbed to death,
others with the help of the Filipino
civilians and their own sheer will
were able to survive until their
eventual liberation in February of
1945.

The rescue missions were carried
out by the brave soldiers of the 1%
Calvary Division and 44™ Tank Bat-
talion, the 11™ Airborne and 37"
Infantry Divisions of the United
States Army. A narrative of their
perilous journeys and the success-
ful release of the internees will be
highlighted.

The exhibit will include original
artifacts from the Santo Tomas in-
ternment camp, such as passes,

program at VHA hospitals across
the nation. The purpose of the pro-
gram is to train the hospital staff
on how to best meet the needs of
ex-POWs including how to talk to
them and treat them and the im-
portance of being friendly.

The Advisory Board can make rec-
ommendations to Congress and the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs re-
garding additional legislation that
we feel should be passed. Several
years ago, Richard McAuley, a
World War II ex-POW who was then
a member of the Advisory Board,
wrote the language that was even-
tually incorporated into the Depen-
dent Indemnity Compensation
(DIC) bill that gave additional ben-
efits to widows of ex-POWs.

If you are having problems with the
VHA or a VA regional office, you
can feel free to contact me or any
other member of the Advisory
Board.

certificates and other documents.
These items, memorable photo-
graphs, maps and original docu-
ments vividly capture the complete
story of Japanese internment
camps in the Philippines.

Opening day will begin at 10:00
a.m. with the dedication and un-
veiling of the bronze plaque given
to the MacArthur Memorial by the
Manila Liberation Reunion Com-
mittee. This plaque will become a
permanent part of the Memorial
and serve as a reminder of the sac-
rifices made by many.

After the ceremony there will be a
brief reception followed by several
scheduled lectures. Throughout
the day, there will be opportunities
for former internees and veterans
to share their experiences in oral
history interviews.

Ex-POW Bulletin
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Les Jackson, Executive Director

National Capitol Office

1722 Eye Street, NW

Washington, D.C. 20421

PO Box 30324, Bethesda, MD 20824

(202) 530-9220(301) 951-0048 home

e-mail: lesjax@earthlink.net

on capitol hill

Charles Stenger, Ph.D, Legislative Co-Chairman
7425 Democracy Blvd, #211, Bethesda, MD 20817

(301) 365-5452

Mary Rolen, Legislative Co-Chairman
7450 Spring Village Dr. CC510
Springfield, VA 22150

(703) 923-9444

The Congressional (red) tape has
been rewound and the counter shows
“0”. It is a clean slate, so to speak,
for a new Administration and a new
Congress to write a new chapter in
American history. It is the start of
the 109™ Congress. After the Christ-
mas trees and decorations are carted
off, there comes the next big event
in the city of Washington - the Inau-
guration of President George W. Bush
for his second term on January 20™,
It ought to go off without a hitch be-
cause he has done this before, but
you can’t count on the weather. You
know what they say about Washing-
ton weather - if you don't like it -
just wait a minute. [ remember Presi-
dent Kennedy's inauguration in
1961. There was not much snow but
a beautiful shiny ice glaze over ev-
erything. All traffic was frozen in
place. Our place was in the middle
of Thomas Circle. Of course, we
missed everything. We must have
been there for over two hours. My
first inaugural experience was
Roosevelt's first (Delano, not Teddy)
in 1933, the last time it was held on
March 4. After his address in which
he reassured the nation that “the
only thing we have to fear is fear it-
self”, he proceeded up the Avenue
to the White House. As a Boy Scout,
I had the honor of being an usher in
the Presidential Box in the grand-
stands in front of the White House.
The Presidential party seemed to
enjoy themselves in spite of the cold,
and were very cordial to us kids.
They build those grandstands for
this special occasion every four years
and when it is all over, they haul
them away. The same is true at the
Capitol where the swearing-in cer-
emonies take place. The eyes of the
world will be focused here on Janu-
ary 20,

Ex-POW Bulletin
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All inaugurals are memorable occa-
sions, some more so than others.
John Kennedy’s “Ask not what your
country can do for you; ask what you
can do for your country.” Who can
forget that? The new President is
sworn in at the Capitol then proceeds
to the White House along the parade
route on Pennsylvania Avenue.
Jimmy Carter put a “folksy” twist on
it. After riding awhile in his new
black limousine, he and Rosalynn
abandoned it, to the total dismay of
the Secret Service, to walk the rest
of the way to the White House. And
then, there was Andrew Jackson,
who was sworn in at what was called
“the people’s inaugural”. For the first
time ever, the doors of the White
House were thrown open to the pub-
lic with thousands of citizens swarm-
ing in to celebrate. The crowd was
so overwhelming, the new President
fled to the shelter of a nearby hotel.

What a contrast! That relaxed atti-
tude was 176 years ago and 180 de-
grees from this year’s festivities. Se-
curity is so tight now you can feel it
in your underwear. To go to the
White House, you must furnish your
Social Security number and date of
birth prior to your visit. Your “stuff”
is run through a megatron (x-ray) and
you are “patted down”. (If you have
flown lately, you know what that is.)
No Inauguration would be complete
without the Inaugural Ball. Years
ago, there was just one official ball.
More recently there have been fifteen
to twenty official balls all over town
and the President and First Lady try
to visit all of them. Our ball is The
Veterans' Ball at the capitol Hilton
Hotel hosted by the American Legion
honoring all Medal of Honor Recipi-
ents. It will be quite an affair to cap
off quite a day.

Les

As we write this column on Novem-
ber 20™, Congress is still in session
and some bills are still not finalized.
Bills of interest to service personnel
and veterans - such as $2484, 2486
and HR2936 - did pass, but did not
include anything specifically for
former POWSs, except Sec. 803 of
$2486 extends the future of the Ad-
visory Committee on Former Prison-
ers of War. We did, however, receive
excellent benefits administratively in
October. Secretary Principi an-
nounced two new presumptives,
heart disease and stroke, at our con-
vention. (See last month’s Bulletin
for more information.) We are ex-
tremely grateful to Secretary
Principi. You may want to write to
thank the Secretary for his action
and great support for all former
POWs.

Another presumptive - osteoporosis
- passed the House when the Veter-
ans Compensation Cost of Living bill
passed, but it was not in the Senate
version. When it went to conference,
the final version did not include os-
teoporosis. We must wait until next
year to have osteoporosis and dia-
betes approved for POWs.

Our work continues!

On another subject: We have selected
Sheraton Pentagon in Alexandria, VA
for our Midyear meeting this spring.
The Veterans Affairs Committees
scheduled our testimony for April
14, 2005. This is “Cherry Blossom”
season. Hotel rates go up and rooms
become scarce and expensive. Mid-
year is scheduled for Sunday April
10™ to Friday the 15", There will be
more details in the February Bulle-
tin.

Happy New Year,

Mary
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Doris Jenks, National
Service Director~
Training
1120 Daleside Lane
New Port Richey, FL. 34655
(727) 372-7238 - Home
(727) 319-5914 - Office

dorisjenks@juno.com

Article written by Charlie Hill, Direc-
tor of the S.E. Region:

Dorn V.A. Medical Center was proud
to be the host for the American Ex-
Prisoners of War National Service
Officer training seminar on August
17th and 18, 2004. Spearheading
this effort were Mr. Charlie Hill, S.E.
Regional Director, American Ex-
POWSs, his wife Merilee Hill, NSO,
Lawrence King, Vice President,
American Ex-POW Service Founda-
tion and Karen Long, Administrative
Ex-POW Coordinator for Dorn.

This was the second such training
seminar. The initial one was in 1999.
The purpose of the program was to
identify and train Ex-POWs as Na-
tional Service Officers so they can
file claims for their fellow Ex-POWs,
other veterans and their families.
We opened the program to anyone
who wanted to attend to have ques-
tions answered or claims filed.
Doris Jenks, National Service Direc-
tor of Training, was the instructor
and we were pleased to have her
husband at our facility again. Over
1,100 invitations were mailed to Ex-
POWs and their family members,
widows, County Service Officers
and service organization represen-
tatives.

We were fortunate to have Mr.
Chuck Lawson, POW Co-ordinator
for the VARO, with us as our ben-
efits expert who fielded questions
and provided education about the
claims process. He and Mrs. Long

provided an overview of the Former
Prisoner of War Case Management
training recently attended by VISN 7
staff as well as the initiatives we are
instituting at the V.A. Regional Of-
fice, Dorn and Ralph H. Johnson in
Charleston. We also welcomed Mr.
Jerry Earl, with the SC Div. of Veter-
ans Affairs, who provided the group
with education on State benefits.

Responding to medical facility issues
were the POW Adm. Coordinators,
Karen Long representing Dorn VAMC
and Dexter Hood, Adm. Coordina-
tor representing Ralph H. Johnson
VAMC in Charleston. Mr. Hood pro-
vided an excellent resource guide
for all attendees and answered
questions regarding eligibility issues.

On the 1st day we had approxi-
mately 50 in attendance and the
following day, approximately 40. At
least 17 individuals made application
for certification as National Service
Officers. We were also excited
about the County Service Officer
attendance,. which was almost 1/4
of the participants.

With their new knowledge, they can
continue to assist those veterans
residing in their counties, that were
unable to attend the training. There
were several widows in attendance
and we were able to initiate claims
for them and to answer questions.

It was great to see children attend-
ing the Seminar and actually assist-
ing their parents to write-up their
claims.

There were also several telephone
responses seeking help, but were
unable to attend the seminar. As-
sistance with the claims
wasprovided by telephone.

Mrs. Jenks also provided everyone
with an excellent training manual
with step-by-step instructions for
claim processing. She also provided
numerous web-sites for further
education.

Dr. Charles Stenger is our new Ap-
peals Officer in Washington and he
has asked that Ex-POW National Ser-
vice Officers throughout the coun-
try be informed on how to prepare

a claim that is being sent to him in
Washington, on appeal. This will help
him expedite the claim efficently
and promptly.

Randall Edwards, our NSO in Fla. pre-
pared the following:

The veterans advocate is required
to pursue every avenue open to
him to take a claim for compensa-
tion through the V.A. system.

When all local avenues of success
have been exhausted, such as a Re-
quest for reconsideration, Notice of
Disagreement, Personal Hearing,
Statements of the Case and any
Supplemental Statements of the
Case, you will file a Substantive Ap-
peal (Form 9).

This the last step before sending the
Case to the Board of Veterans Ap-
peals (BVA) in Washington.

You, the National Service Officer,
have one more chance to help your
client. You MUST file V.A. form 646
“Statement of Accredited Represen-
tative in Appeals Case”. Give every
argument, cite every regulation,
point out any medical evidence that
has been submitted and possibly
ignored or misinterpreted and any
statements from “buddies” or fam-
ily. This statement will help our Ap-
peals representative in Washington
prepare the case for review and can
have a very positive effect on the
outcome.

If you find yourself in this situation
with a claim, and don’t know exactly
what to do, please ask for help. Ser-
vice Officers from the County, State
and other organizations in your
area, can sometimes help you com-
plete the required 646 form. Don’t
let the claims go to Dr. Stenger with-
out the required completed form
646. The completed form will save
Dr. Stenger lots of hours of work
going through the complete file, try-
ing to find the medical evidence,
letters, etc. that you probably are
well aware of.

Doris Jenks Ex-POW Bulletin
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pow medsearch

Marsha Coke, Chairman
e-mail: Marsha.Coke@axpow.org

Office hours: 9-3 Monday-Friday

3201 East Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40

Arlington, TX 76010-5396

(817) 649-2979; (817) 649-0109 fax

Packet #5 (What Every POW’s Wife Should Know Before She is Your Widow) has been updated again, with much time and effort
on the part of Marlene Agnes, to include the most recent laws and benefits published. The packet (approximately 110 pages)
may be purchased from National Headquarters. Cost of the updated packet is $13.00~includes S/H.

The Robert E. Mitchell
Center for Prisoner of War
Studies

Since August 2003, I have had the
extreme honor and privilege to be
the Director of the Robert E. Mitch-
ell Center for Prisoner of War Stud-
ies. Though most of our clients are
from the Vietham era, we are ulti-
mately interested in all former RPWs
and their welfare. We work actively
with the Veterans Administration on
presumptive diagnoses as well as
the different DoD Services in sup-
port of the Combat Related Special
Compensation (CRSC) effort. Addi-
tionally, we provide input and work
closely with the Joint Personnel
Recovery Agency (JPRA), the DoD
outfit directly responsible for going
to the field and bringing back our
repatriated POWs.

For those not familiar with the
Mitchell Center, allow me to present
a bit of background. The Robert E.
Mitchell Center for Prisoner of War
Studies is the only surviving compo-
nent of the original Center for Pris-
oner of War Studies. The original
center, established in 1972 at Point
Loma, CA, coordinated a 5-year pro-
gram to investigate the long-term ef-
fects of captivity on Repatriated
Vietham POWSs. The Air Force and
Army programs were discontinued
after the initial 5-year charter ex-
pired. The Navy-Marine Corps pro-
gram continued under the direction
of Captain Robert E. Mitchell, MC,
USN.

In 1976, a matched comparison
group was identified for the Navy

Ex-POW Bulletin
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cohort. In recent years, multiple pre-
sentations of the findings from this
study have been presented at medi-
cal, psychological and other scien-
tific meetings. Please see the sum-
mary below.

In 1993 at the request of the Sur-
geon General of the Air Force, the
Air Force POWs from Vietnam joined
the Navy program. Similarly, partici-
pation of the Army POWs began in
1997. The Mitchell Center is thus a
de facto Tri-Service/DoD program.
It is the only program of its kind in
existence.

Of the 595 former Vietham POWs
alive from all Services, the Center
sees close to 300 each year. Addi-
tionally, the Center sees spouses
and a Comparison Group for a to-
tal of over 525 evaluations a year.

Mission of the Mitchell Cen-
ter for POW Studies

The Robert E. Mitchell Center for
Prisoner of War Studies provides
follow-up studies of repatriated
prisoners of war as a result of WWII,

Korea, Vietnam, Desert Storm and
Operation Iraqgi Freedom conflicts.
The study documents whether
there are captivity-related physical
or mental problems. This informa-
tion is gathered in the context of
extensive annual evaluations, the
results of which are released to the
patient for routine health mainte-
nance. Additionally, the information
gathered is used in support of real-
world operations. The Centeris also
responsible for the 1000 Aviator
Study Program, in which WWII naval
aviators are examined at periodic
intervals. Unfortunately, members
of the United States Armed Forces
will continue to be taken prisoner.
We must remain prepared to pro-
vide them with a maximum of sup-
port from the moment they are re-
leased.

Ensuring that the Mitchell Center
stays open will help guarantee that
commitment.

On-going Research Projects
at the Mitchell Center
for POW Studies

The studies noted below were per-
formed primarily on American
former prisoners from the Vietnam
War from all services.

The Incidence of Osteoporosis in
RPOWs versus Controls

The results of this study suggest
that there may be a relationship
between low bone density and
posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD)
among RPWs.

The Acute long-term impact of pro-
longed under-nutrition in adulthood
on body composition, immune
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function and selected cardiovascu-
lar risk factors in RPWs.

Weight gain was typical immediately
following repatriation, however
long-term weight changes were sub-
tler over time. RPWs and controls
were of similar weight during their
sixth decade.

Onset of various disease states for
RPWs

RPWs were at greater risk than con-
trols for musculoskeletal injuries,
nerve damage arthritis and joint in-
jury. Many of these conditions
were worse among RPWs with more
extensive torture.

Gait and balance assessment in
RPWs

RPWs were more impaired than con-
trols on measures on balance and
walking. When combined with nerve
damage and lower bone density,
such findings may indicate an in-
crease risk of falls and fractures

Remote effects of captivity stress
on cardiovascular disease

An ongoing study that addresses
the relationship between intern-
ment stress, coronary heart dis-
ease, heart rate variability and cur-
rent PTSD.

Predicting health adjustment
among Vietnam-era RPWs

Age at the time of captivity, rank,
military experience, career commit-
ment and social support may reduce
the long-term risk for psychological
and negative health outcomes in
RPWs.

Psychobiological assessment of
high-intensity military training

Various chemicals in the body are
available to reduce the impact of
stress and individuals differ in the
amount of these available chemi-

cals. Low levels of these chemicals
at the time of stress predict poor
stress coping and memory difficul-
ties, perhaps setting the stage for
later development of PTSD.

Examining the 20-year psychiatric
sequelae of the RPW experience:
Methods and preliminary findings
from Operation Homecoming Viet-
nam Veterans

RPWs are more likely than controls
to receive psychiatric diagnoses.
Approximately one-third of the
RPWs received such diagnoses dur-
ing the follow-up period and 13%
were experiencing current illnesses
20 years following repatriation.

Changes in outlooks among Viet-
nam veterans and RPWs (positive
outcomes).

Evaluates the possibility of post-
traumatic growth following captiv-
ity. Positive changes in self-percep-
tion, interpersonal relationships and
philosophy of life may result from
captivity experiences and repatria-
tion experiences.

A qualitative investigation of Fami-
lies of RPWs: interviews with wives
of RPWs

This study used one-on-one inter-
views with the wives of RPWs to
document family challenges associ-
ated with separation and reunion.
Family hurdles associated with un-
certainty, decision-making and pa-
rental responsibilities were ad-
dressed, as were the coping strate-
gies used by the wives to deal with
this stressor.

Risk and resilience following repa-
triation - marvital transitions and
RPWs

When compared to controls, RPWs
were at greatest risk for divorce dur-
ing the first two years following re-
patriation. In addition, an RPW who
divorced and then remarried was
twice as likely as a remarried con-
trol to “re-divorce.”

Health consequences for women
RPWs

This study relied on a series of in-
terviews and record reviews to sum-
marize the health outcomes of mili-
tary nurses held captive in the Phil-
ippines and China during WWII. Cap-
tivity-related ailments such as tuber-
culosis, intestinal disorders, weight
loss and memory loss were com-
mon, as were liver disorders, os-
teoporosis, diabetes and depres-
sion later in life. Social support,
identity maintenance, remaining ac-
tive, faith and positive thoughts
were reported as positive factors
in survival.

Long-term health consequences
and sources of health care for RPWs
compared to controls

Using the findings from the Health
Enrollment Assessment Review, in
comparison to controls, RPWs were
found to be less healthy, use more
resources and required more spe-
cialized care. Many RPWsrely on the
Mitchell center program for annual
checkups and medical diagnoses.

Service utilization and satisfaction
among formey WWII POWs

Former WWII RPWs rely heavily on
the VA for medical care, mental
health care and disability compen-
sation. A relatively high percentage
(72%) of surveyed WWII RPWs re-
ceived no medical care from non-
VA sources. Survey participants
were generally satisfied with care
and services received from the VA.

Long-term health outcomes and
medical effects of torture among
US Navy prisoners of wav in Viet-
nam

Vietnam RPWs were found to have
higher incidence of disorders of the
peripheral nervous system, joints
and back relative to controls. Be-
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ing an RPW was also associated with
an increased rate of peptic ulcers.

Cognitive Measuves of Vietham-Era
Prisoners of War

Summarizes the results of the cog-
nitive evaluation conducted 20
years post-repatriation, which docu-
mented that RPWs generally outper-
formed controls on measures of
intelligence, memory and general
neuropsychological ability.

Resiliency and Adaptation of Repa-
triated Prisoners of War from the
Persian Gulf War Era: A Qualitative
Study of the Experiences and Ad-
aptation of RPWs and their Families
Using a qualitative approach with in-
terview data, resilience was associ-
ated with pre-trauma personal/fam-
ily attributes, captivity coping skills,
military commitment and post-repa-
triation support.

The Longitudinal Neuropsychologi-
cal Evaluation of Repatriated Pris-
oners of War

This study documented that RPWs
and controls were equivalent in the
areas of intelligence, memory and
general neuropsychological func-
tioning when examined at 5 and 10
years post-repatriation.

Preliminary Psychiatric and Psycho-
logical Findings in Studies of Viet-
nam-Era RPWs. Presentation, The
Repatriated Prisoner of War Health
Study: A Conference on the Long-
term Effects of Captivity and Tor-
ture Among Vietnam-Era POWs.

RPWs exhibit a greater prevalence
of PTSD than controls, while the
prevalence of other psychiatric di-
agnoses does not differ between
the groups. Intelligence, memory
and general neuropsychological
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abilities are well preserved in both
groups.

Peritraumatlic Dissociation, Depres-
sion, Memory Ability and Memory
Complaints Among Repatvriated
Prisoners of War

This study demonstrated a complex
relationship between memory self-
appraisal, actual memory perfor-
mance and PTSD symptoms in RPWs
with and without PTSD. RPWSs with
PTSD performed less well, had more
dissociative experiences and expe-
rienced an increased frequency of
self-rated memory failures.

Emotional Correlates of Predicted
Neurological Status as Measured by
CogScreen-AE

Using a large sample of older avia-
tors, RPWs and controls, current
psychiatric symptoms were shown
to be unrelated to the results com-
puterized cognitive assessment.
Approximately one-half of the sub-
jects reported significant amounts
psychiatric symptoms on the MMPI,
but these two groups performed
equivalently on a test designed to
detect neurological difficulties.

The Relationship between Age and
Neurological Status as Predicted by
the CogScreen-AE.

Performance on a computerized
measure of cognitive ability was
shown to change significantly with
age in a large group of older avia-
tors (RPWs and controls), but only
one-half of those over age 60 ex-
hibited poor test performance. The

largest group difference was ob-
served when 60-64 year olds were
compared to 65-73 year olds.

The Relationship Between
Peritraumatic Dissociation and
Chronic PTSD Symptoms Among
Military Aviators

Dissociative symptoms were signifi-
cantly higher in RPWs than controls.
The level of peritraumatic dissocia-
tion was shown to be a better pre-
dictor of current PTSD symptoms
than were factors associated with
captivity duration or subjective tor-
ture severity.

Memory Abilities Among Healthy
Older Aviators

Memory abilities, as measured by list
learning and retention, remain intact
in older aviators (RPWs and con-
trols) provided there is no evidence
of psychiatric or neurological ill-
ness. The healthy older aviators in
the 60-64 year old group were in-
distinguishable from those in the 55-
59 vear old group.

The Evaluation of Divided Atten-
tion in Older Aviators Using the
CogScreen-AE

Divided attention is a cognitive skill
that is highly relevant to aviation. Al-
though older aviators in this study
(RPWs and controls) did show some
age-related decline in the ability to
perform two tasks simultaneously,
many older aviators performed at a
level characteristic of younger avia-
tors, and vice versa. Any prediction
that aviators beyond the age of GO
should show an excessive decline
in performance during multi-tasking
that would affect flight safety ap-
pears to be unwarranted.

The Five A’s of Aviator Personal-
ity: RPW and Controls.

Using a sample of 376 retired mili-
tary aviators, RPWs and controls, per-
sonality test data identified the fol-
lowing components of what has
previously been described as “The
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Right Stuff:"” Adventurousness, Ag-
gression, Affiliation, Achievement
and Adaptability.

The Evaluation of Depression in
Older Aviators

This study established guidelines
for the use of a standard depres-
sion scale with older aviators (RPWs
and controls). Published norms are
inadequate for use with aviators as
only one-half of the depressed avia-
tors scored above the published
norms.

Post-Traumatic Stress Disovder
Symptoms as Predictors of
Osteopenia in Older Aviators

Body Mass Index and PTSD symptom
severity were identified as signifi-
cant predictors of lower bone min-
eral density in RPWs and controls.
These variables were significant af-
ter accounting for the effects of
age, alcohol use, depression and
dissociative symptoms. Chronic
and/or severe stress that results in
a higher cortisol level may contrib-
ute to later reductions in bone min-
eral density.

WAIS Correlates of CogScreen-AE
Performance for Older Aviators

In a sample of older aviators, RPWs
and controls, the relationships be-
tween performance on a comput-
erized cognitive screening instru-
ment and standard intelligence tests
were explored. Although the ob-
served test correlations were con-
sistent with previous research, this
study documented that computer-
ized testing adds a unique compo-
nent to the evaluation of older avia-
tors.

Post-Captivity Cortisol Levels Pre-
dict Later-Onset Osteopenia in
Former Prisoners of War

In this study, cortisol levels obtained
five years post-repatriation were
shown to predict current low bone

mineral density in a group of Viet-
nam RPWs. Higher Cortisol levels in
1978 were predictive of lower bone
mineral density in 2003.

Cortisol Levels Decrease Over Time
in Formev Prisoners of War

Current Cortisol levels were signifi-
cantly lower than those obtained in
1978 in a group of RPWs. The Cor-
tisol level from 1978 was highly pre-
dictive of the level in 2003. Captiv-
ity-related weight loss and other tor-
ture-specific variables failed to pre-
dict current Cortisol levels, suggest-
ing that the decline in Cortisol lev-
els may be typical of the general
male population.

Symptoms of Sleep Disorders in
Older Aviators

This study established guidelines
for screening older aviators, RPWs
and control, for symptoms of sleep
disorders. The observed pattern of
item endorsement suggests the
need for careful evaluation of Sleep
Apnea and Periodic Limb Movements
of Sleep.

The Robert E. Mitchell
Foundation, Inc.

Funding for the Robert E. Mitchell
Center for Prisoner of War Studies
comes from the same pot of De-
fense Dept. money that funds all
military hospitals, military health care
in general, and especially TRICARE
programs. As such, these funds are
subject to extreme fluctuations. In
recognition of the important work
the Center is engaged in, the Secre-
tary of the Navy has allowed the for-
mation of a foundation, the sole
purpose of which is to raise money
from private donations (individual
and corporate), transfer that money
to the Navy who in turn will use
100% of the interest on funds to
support the Mitchell Center. The lat-
ter arrangement will ultimately per-
mit the Center to perform the type
of world-class research that it
should be doing.

A bit of background info: The Rob-
ert E. Mitchell Foundation is a private
foundation, already established and
incorporated in the state of Florida
with 501(C)3 status. The sole pur-
pose of the Foundation is to sup-
port the Robert E. Mitchell Center
for Prisoner of War Studies located
in Pensacola, Florida. Secretary of
the Navy, the Honorable Gordon R.
England, on behalf of the Depart-
ment of the Navy (DON), signed a
Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) with the Foundation on 10
May 2004. The document allows the
Foundation to raise monies, the in-
terest from which will be gifted to
the Navy in accordance with
SECNAVINST 4001.2G. The Navy has
agreed “to ensure that all monies
and property gifted by the Mitch-
¢ 11 Foundation will be used to di-
rectly support and operate the
Mitchell Center including, but not lim-
ited to, personnel costs, equipment
and building operation and mainte-
nance costs.”*

* text from the MOU between the
Foundation and the Department of
the Navy.

Anyone desiring more information
or wishing to make a contribution
can send a letter to:

Robert E. Mitchell Foundation, Inc.
Post Office Box 33639
Pensacola, Florida 32508-3639

I genuinely look forward to provid-
ing yvou with periodic updates and
information that hopefully will be of
use to all of you.

Until next time, Semper Fi.

Captain Robert E. Hain,

MC, USN (Ret)

Director,

Robert E. Mitchell Center for POW
Studies

220 Hovey Road

Pensacola, FL 32508
850-452-2257, extension 1001
Email: rehain@nomi.med.navy.mil
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CAMP DESCRIPTIONS

Camp descriptions available from AXPOW.

All are from the National Archives. If your camp is not
listed, it is because the National Archives does not have

it.
JAPANESE CAMPS

Akenobe #6

Batavia, Java

Beppa

Bilibid Prison

Bridge House Jail, China

Burma

Cabanatuan #1

Cabanatuan #3

Camp O Donnell

Changi, Singapore

D 12, Hitachi

Davao Penal Colony

Fengtai, China

Fukuoka #1

Fukuoka #2

Fukuoka #3

Fukuoka #10

Fukuoka #11

Fukuoka #17

Fukuoka #22

Hakodate Branch Camp #2

Hoten, Juken, Manchuria

Initial Phase — Philippines

Jinsen, Korea

Kiangwan, China

Manila, Port Area

Mitushima, Tokyo Camp #2-D

Makaishima, Honshu

Mukden, Manchuria (temporary)

Nakhon Pathom, Thailand

Naval POW Camp, Shanghai

Notogawa #9-B

October Ship (Hellship)

Omine

Osaka #3, Oeyama

Osaka #5-B

Osaka #12-B

Osaka Group, Sakurajima, Osaka

Palawan Barracks

Rangoon Prison, Burma

Roku Poshi

Saigon POW Camp,
French Indo-China

Sendai Camp #6, Hanawa

Sendai Camp #11
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Southeast Asia-Saigon, Port Arca

SS Oryuku Maru (Hellship)

Sumatra

Thailand (Siam)

Tientsin, China

Umeda Bonshu

Utashinai, Hokkaido

War Road Jail, China

Woosung

Zentsuji Headquarters

Taiwan Formosa, includes Camps 31,
Taihoku: Camp V, Taihoku: Camp VI,
Taihoku, Kinkaseki: Camp II, Taichu:
Camp III. Heito: Camp IV, Kagi & Tako

GERMAN CAMPS

Camp Conditions (general)

Dulag Luft

Hohemark Hospital & Luckenwalde

Marlag und Milag Nord

Oflag 13-B

Oflag 64

Reserve-Lazaret Obermassfeld
(the orthopedic hospital)

Rumania

Stalag 2-B

Stalag 3-B

Stalag 7-A

Stalag 9-B

Stalag 17-B

Stalag Luft 1

Stalag Luft 3

Stalag Luft 4

Stalag Luft 6

Transit Camp - Section of Dulag Luft

German Orders Governing Prisoners
of War in Europe

mail to:
American Ex-Prisoners of War

3201 East Pioneer Parloway, Suite 40

Arlington, TX 76010-5396
817-649-2979
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Service Foundation

President Norman Busssel

1739 Horton Road

Mohegan Lake, NY 10547

(914) 528-7147
AXPOWFoundation@prodigy.net
www.powfoundation.org

As you know, the Foundation does
not manage programs, it funds them.
But some programs are at a stand-
still, because too few members are
willing to devote the time required
to direct them to a successful con-
clusion. One important program that
has been neglected is scholarships.
Over the past three years, the Foun-
dation has helped to finance schol-
arship programs run by Chapters
and State Departments, but we have
received no grant requests for this
program for several months. This
is a very rewarding

enterprise, because it requires high
school students to research the
POW experience and write about it.
Therefore, every entrant becomes
a spokesperson for POWs, now and
in the future.

Why don’t you ask your Chapter or
State Department to start a schol-
arship program. It really isn’t that
difficult and you will take great pride
in the interest it will generate for
POWSs. Just call, e-mail or write to
us at the phone, or address above
and we will put you in touch with
members who have run some very
fine contests in the past.

The Foundation also funds the
AXPOW Education Program, which is
directed by AXPOW Education Com-
mittee Chairman Bob Bieber. Bob
has organized speaking teams in
Chapters all over the country and
they address schools, military bases
and civic groups in their areas. He
has also made video tapes of POWs
recounting their experiences, at
National Conventions and at Mid-
year meetings. These tapes be-

VA Outreach
$*0*0*N

NSO Fred Campbell, Chairman
3312 Chatterton Dr.

San Angelo, TX 76904
325-944-4002; fredrev@webtv.net

AXPOW State & Chapter
Commanders and National
Service Officers!

It's up to you...where you are. Try
this good idea.

Wren Bowyer, an AXPOW National
Service Officer in Oceanside, CA
(San Diego area), has devised a way
to end-run the Privacy Act that pre-
vents the VA from giving us the
names of former POWs who should
come to the VA for their benefits,
but have not. It's something we all
could do, as we request our area
or state VAMC or VARO to send a

letter like this to all former POWs
on their rolls. The VA unit simply ad-
dresses the letter to these veter-
ans, WITHOUT showing you their
list. The former POW is alerted to
his potential benefits, and may con-
tact you if he or she chooses. And
Privacy is intact. It's up to the indi-
vidual.

Here's Wren’s letter which the VA
could send, WITHOUT violating the
Privacy Act:

“Dear Ex-POW Joe Bleaux:

We have received a request from
(Your name here), an American Ex-
POW, a National Service Officer (or
State/Chapter commander.

The request is for the names of
POWSs in our files who do not re-
ceive 100% disability nor amenities,
which are his/her right to receive,
if they qualify.

come a part of the Veterans’ History
Project at theLibrary of Congress.

But at this stage in our lives, most
of us are unable to attend National
Conventions and many stories will
be lost if we don’t act now to pre-
serve them. Volunteers are needed
to organize tapings in every Chap-
ter so we can have a more complete
POW history to leave behind. In
practically every Chapter, you will
find someone who has a video cam-
era. If you can do a couple of
tapings at each meeting, you will
soon have a living record of every
member’s experience and we can
preserve these accounts in the Li-
brary of Congress.

No one person or single committee
can keep these programs alive. It
takes State Departments, and Chap-
ters, as well as dedicated members
working together to make them
successful. The Foundation
is here to assist you in harvesting
these goals, but you must plant the
seed. Let us know how we can help.

Norm

Due to the Rights to Privacy Act, your
name and phone number cannot be
divulged. However, there is one
thing that can be done. YOU may
receive his/her name and phone
number! He/she can explain to you
the benefits for which you, as an
Ex-POW are entitled and the possi-
bility of filing claims for compensa-
tion for injuries you have, and now
cause you pain and discomfort.

(Your name here) is a non-paid ser-
vice officer offering services ABSO-
LUTELY FREE to anyone who needs
help. If you wish to call, the phone
number is (Your phone number
here), or you may call NSO Director
Doris Jenks at 727-372-7238."

Fred
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pow-mia committee

PNC John Edwards, Chairman
889 Randall Road

Niskayuna, NY 12309-4815

(518) 393-3907 phone & fax
POW/MIA car-window decals are
available at a cost of $20 per 100
by sending a check to the League
office at 1005 North Glebe Road,
Suite 170, Arlington, VA 22201.
POW/MIA lapel pins are also
available at $3 each or 2/S5. For
added information please contact
the League’s web site at www.pow-
miafamilies.org or call the national
office at 703-465-7432. If no one
is available to take your call, please

leave a message.

POW/MIAs - VIETNAM WAR:
According to DOD announcements,
there are still 1,849 Americans listed
by the Defense Department as
missing and unaccounted for from
the Vietnam War, 1,410 in Vietnam,
377 in Laos, 55 in Cambodia and 7
in PRC territorial waters. The Service
Casualty Offices and DPMO are
again behind in paperwork and
announcing the names of five
additional Americans previously
unaccounted for in Vietnam, all
identified recently that will reduce
the number to 1,842.

US AND NORTH KOREA REACH
AGREEMENT: U.S. and North Ko-
rean officials reached agreement
November 18, 2004, in Bangkok,
Thailand, on a framework for 2005
to conduct joint recovery opera-
tions of American servicemen miss-
ing in North Korea from the Korean
War.

The two-day talks were led by Jerry
D. Jennings, Deputy Assistant Sec-
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retary of Defense for POW/Missing
Personnel Affairs. His negotiating
team included representatives from
the Department of State, the Office
of the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Statf, the U.S. Pacific Command,
and the United Nations Command.

Of the mission to recover America's
missing servicemen, Mr. Jennings
said “This joint humanitarian mission
is our obligation to the fallen ser-
vicemen and their families.” Wher-
ever it takes us, this we must do to
honor the sacrifices made by these
American heroes.”

Next year's operations in North Ko-
rea will mark the 10" consecutive
year in which U.S. specialists have
carried out remains recovery opera-
tions in that country. Specialists
from the Joint POW/MIA Account-
ing Command have recovered re-
mains believed to be those of more
than 200 soldiers since 1996.

Thursday’s arrangement called for
.S. teams to work in two areas in
North Korea where more than
2,000 soldiers and Marines are be-
lieved to be missing. Their missions
will take place April-October in
Unsan County, about 60 miles north
of Pyongyang, the capital of North
Korea, and near the Chosin Reser-
voir in the northeast part of the
Democratic Peoples Republic of
Korea.

Additionally, the U.S. teams will con-
duct investigations in July apart
from the remains recovery excava-
tions in the two areas. The arrange-
ment included details on matters
relating to safety of the teams, to
include rehearsals of medical airlift
to ensure preparedness should an
emergency arise.

The Department of Defense is ac-
tively seeking family members of
missing servicemen from the Ko-
rean War to ensure it has them in
their computer databases for con-
tact purposes. Additionally, the
Department needs family reference
samples (FRS) for DNA comparison
of remains it has and will be recov-
ering. Acquiring the reference
samples is critically important to
ensuring the identification of the

remains. If anyone knows a family
with a missing service member from
the Korean War, please ask if they
are in touch with their lost loved
one’s military branch of service
(Army, Air Force, Marines, and
Navy). If they are fine; but if they
are not, please pass them the fol-
lowing numbers and ask them to
contact their appropriate military
service casualty office listed below
- these are toll free calls:

Army: 1-800-892-2490; Navy: 1-800-
443-9298; Marine Corps: 1-800-847-
1597;  Air Force: 1-800-531-5501

Of the almost 90,000 Americans
missing from World War II through
the Vietnam War, more than 8,100
are from the Korean War.

ARCHIVAL RESEARCH PROGRAM
KICKS OFF WITH LAOS: DPMO and
DIA's Stony Beach personnel re-
cently began a training program for
Lao officials to implement a multi-
ministry program. Led by DPMO’s
senior Lao  analyst Dian
Corneliussen-James, LtCol, USAF
(Ret), the US provided Lao special-
ists with specific information and
training needed to ensure the best
prospect for achieving the desired
results. The archival research pro-
gram will proceed under DPMO's
guidance, with support from Stony
Beach. We look forward to results
from this well-developed initiative,
but recognize that archival records
on nearly 85% of US losses in Viet-
namese-controlled areas of Laos
would more logically be available
from Vietnam. In addition, Lao docu-
ments were removed from Vientiane
and taken to Hanoi “for safe-keep-
ing” and Hanoi has not yet returned
them to the Lao Government, un-
less there was a breakthrough over
the last week. Vietnam has repeat-
edly agreed to an archival research
initiative, but still has not authorized
release of incident-specific records
on US losses in Laos or Cambodia.
This obstruction continues despite
the President's and Secretary
Powell's outline of actions needed.
DPMO needs to make a solid case
for unilateral Vietnamese provision
of records believed to be available,
especially on LKA cases in all three
Indochina countries.
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Jan. 30-Feb. 11, 2005. BACK TO
THE PHILIPPINES - 60" Anniversary
Manila Liberation Contact: Sasha
Jean Jansen, 8100 Pleasants Valley
Road, Vacaville, California 95688,;
Phone: 530-795-0411 - E-Mail:
Mabuhayma®@aol.com.

(]

April 27-May 1, 2005. Stalag Luft
111 60™ Anniversary Celebration of
our Liberation will be held at the
Radisson Hotel City Center in Tuc-
son, AZ. Contact: Tom Thomas 630-
668-0215, or Bob Weinberg 830-
257-4643 if you are not on our mail-
ing list for the program being mailed
out in January.

May 1-4, 2005. Stalag 17B Reunion
will be held at the Radisson
Opreyland, Nashville, TN. Contact Pat
Moulis, 37376 N. US 19,# 101, Palm
Harbor, FL 727-934-7499.

Sept. 21-25, 2005. USS Abanki AFT
96 Reunion will be held in Bowie,
Maryland. Contact: Adolph
Channell, R.R. 1, Box 246A,
Marlinton, WV 24954; 304-799-
6442; achannell@marlintonwv.com,

looking ¢
for

[ am Dave Adams and work as a Sur-
vival Evasion Resistance and Escape
Instructor at the US Army SERE
School at Ft Bragg, NC. One of my
best friends, Carol McPhail, is look-
ing for information in regards to her
father, James Woodrow Douglas.
He never spoke about his experi-
ences and has now passed on. 1
have a document from the War De-
partment, Adjutant General's Office,
Records Administration Center, in
St Louis dated 20 April 1946 that
indicated his promotion based on
his status as a prisoner of war. This
was sent to him after his discharge

after WWIL Mr Douglas’ Service # was
6 661 178 and his SSAN was 275-
26-0273. He was released from ac-
tive duty on 24 August 1945 from C
Company 393 Infantry Regiment,
99th Infantry at Camp Atterbury, In-
diana. Mr Douglas was originally from
Ramage, West Virginia. Any informa-
tion that you might find or have
would deeply be appreciated. Mr
Elmer Dave Adams, 3523 Farm Circle
Rd, Fayetteville, NC 28306.

[ am former T/Sgt and Ex-POW Ber-
nard C. Hanover, 350™ BS, 100™ BG,
8" AF. I am looking for verification
of my story. My plane, the “Judy E”
was hit by flak July 10, 1943 and I
was captured % hour later by a 16-
year-old German. I was in Dulag
Luft, 7A, Paris prison and finally
sent to 17B. A truck came into camp
and unloaded. I told other POWSs that
I was going back to my barracks
(38B) and get some food and that |
would get under the truck while the
guard was distracted. I went
through 5 gate and landed where the
guards slept. An Italian POW gave me
up and [ spent 10 days in “Jail”. Other
POWs were Shorty Robinson(?) or
Robertson and Ferrergero(?) were in
jail with me. Shorty tried to go over
the fence but was caught by a-guard
dog. My address is: 4214 St Vincents
Drive, Baltimore MD 21215.

[ actually have three requests.

1) I'm looking for anyone who was
in Stalag Luft I between November
1943-May’' 1945 and knew either
Marion R. Cessna or Kenneth D. Wil-
liams.

2) I'm trying to locate George W.
Bond or Allen J. Bandy (both
tailgunners who flew in B-17s over
Europe).

3) I'm looking for anyone who was
in Stalag XVII B and knew Francis J.
Bousquet, Lawton H. Wilkes, Robert
L. Cheek, Clinton D. Logan, or
George W. Bond. Steve Stormont,
632 Plymouth Road, Baltimore, MD
21229-2212; 410-719-9702.
s.stormont@verizon.net. Thank you.

We are seeking information on our
grandfather, Edwin C. Plitt, who

served with Company “C"”, 122D
Medical Battalion, 42D Division, also
known as the Rainbow Division. We
believe he was a sharpshooter on an
ambulance and we know he was a
POW. He later escaped and rejoined
his division just before they liber-
ated Dachau. Our grandfather died
long ago and we would so like to
learn more about him. Thank you.
Kristan Higgins, P.O. Box 321,
Durham, CT 06422.e-mail:
k.higgins@snet.net.

I'm looking for information about
my father’s time in Korea or in his
23 year Army career. He was a POW
for several months and was released
at the end of the war. His name is
Charles Brock and was from
Florida. He retired from the Army
in the early ‘70s and has since
passed away. If you have informa-
tion or know how to obtain it, please
email me. Thanks. SMSgt (Ret)
Charles Brock, fairseas@verizon.net,

757-867-9099.

I am looking for a former POW from
Arizona. His name is Col. Ronald E.
Byrne. Please let me know if you
have any info on him. Thanks John
Holcomb, 10309 Waxhaw Hwy,
Waxhaw, NC 28173; e-mail:
jonbevl@juno.com.

A good friend of mine would like to
find Ray (or Raymond) Malloy who
was a flight engineer with the 15th
Air Force. My friend and Ray
Malloy spent many months in Stalag
Luft I in Barth, Germany until the
camp was liberated in May 1945.

After liberation, they made their
way across Europe to Paris, then
England, and finally the States. All
my friend remembers is that Ray
was from the New England area (he
thinks the Boston area), and possi-
bly went to Boston College. He also
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looking for continued...

thinks that Ray was going to return
to the New England area after the war
and start his civilian life there. 1
would appreciate any information
about Ray's where-
abouts, military unit, family, anything
that I can follow up on. My friend is
88 years old and would love to talk
to Ray about their experiences dur-
ing that time.  Please send anything
you have to Howard Haberman, 6600
Valleyside Road, #26, Austin, Texas
78731; or hhaccount@austin.rr.com
Thanks very much.

An American airman parachuted
into Japan near the city of Chosi
near the end of the war. While in a
makeshift cell he was befriended by
a Japanese teenager who gave him
food and a blanket. He gave her a
silver St. Christopher medal and was
soon transferred to a prison camp
at Chiba, Japan. He would have been
the only transfer from Chosi to
Chiba. Does anyone have any infor-
mation that would help identify the
airman? The teenager is now elderly
and wishes to know his situation
and to return the medal. Please con-
tact: Robert Machotka 354 West
Franklin St. West Salem, WI  54669;
email: machotka@execpc.com.

Still looking to correspond with
Stalag Luft III POWs who drew the
Donald Duck “I Wanted Wings”
design in their camp diary. I have
located and interviewed the creator
of the insignia and would like to
have additional stories to add to my
research. The information I
collect will be published in a book
I am writing. I'd also like to hear
from you if you had any role in the
so called “Great Escape,” or if you
were on the forced march to
Moosburg. If you'd like to
particpate, either email or snail mail
me at either of the following ad-
dresses. David Lesjak Box 93016
Willowbrook P.O., Langley British
Columbia, Canada V3A 8H?2
powresearch@yahoo.com.
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My grandfather, Ira Shelton, now
deceased, was a POW at Stalag IXB
at Bad Orb. He was captured on De-
cember 17, 1944 during the begin-
ning of the Battle of the Bulge in
Hosingen, Lux. In some of the writ-
ings we have, he listed the follow-
ing men that he shared a Red Cross
box with: Elmer W. Gunnerson;
Johnny Green; Chas. A Vosta; George
Modrak; Audley D. Williams; Jack R.
Meacham; L.D. Cowart; Andrew
O’Shauhnessy; Philip K. Fried; James
T. Callahan. I would, of course, be
interested in talking with anyone
who has information regarding
Stalag IXB but particularly with any-
one who knew my grandfather, who
was a lovely human being. I'm so
glad he survived so we could know
him! Thanks! Teresa Pittman 2428
Jackson Parkway, Vienna, VA 22180
or thepittmans@earthlink.net.

I am looking for any information on
my grandfather, George V.
Spraggins. He was with the 398th
Bomb Group, 603rd Squadron. He
was shot down over Merseburg, Ger-
many on Nov. 21, 1944. He was
then a POW at Stalag Luft I, at
Barth. If anyone has any informa-
tion about him or any other mem-
bers of the Buzza/Hastings crew
please contact me. Thank you! Beth
Gaines, 2210 Plaen View Dr., lowa
City, IA 52246; (319) 339-1890.
precisionlawncare@hotmail.com.

Anyone who was on the Work De-
tail in Plauen IV Germany from
January 1945 to April 1945 please
contact me. Don Keysor, 267 Lariat
Loop, Lincoln CA. 95648 or tel. 916-
408-7445 or e-mail me at
d.keysor@starstream.net

I am trying to find any soldiers that
may have been with my grandfather
as a POW during WWII in Europe
and if they could tell me the 2nd
POW camp he was transferred to
after Stalag 2A. Here is the infor-
mation I have about his service:
Weldon Ray Slaughter (He was
known by Ray). Army;RTC 77;Com-
pany D 149™ Battalion IRTC (this
was on his discharge papers). He was
in Stalag 2A, Camp No 53-13 and was
transferred to a 2nd camp. (I would

be very grateful to know the camp
he was transferred to in Germany).
Date reported captured: 9/21/44.
He was from Paducah, Texas. Battles
and Campaigns: Northern France,
Rhineland, Central Europe. I have
more information if you need it. My
name is Michelle Clark and my phone
numberis(214)528-2577. Onavery
personal note, I feel I had the best
grandfather a granddaughter could
ever imagine. He died in December
and I miss him deeply.

I am looking for anyone who served
with and was a POW with my father,
Pvt. William C. Rich. Infantry Com-
pany D, 175", APO #15330. My fa-
ther went missing in action on July
30, 1944 in France. He was rescued
and returned to Military Control on
May 6, 1945. He was in a German
POW camp in Germany. The Adju-
tant-General was J.A. Ulio. If anyone
has any information, please notify
me. Thank you. Dennis Rich, 3161
Highway 77, Southside, AL 35907;
(256) 442-0827.

I am looking for anyone who knew
Randall Bradley (deceased). He was
a POW in Stalag Luft 3. His son, Mark
Bradley, has a book on Luft 3. Please
call Mark at 817-477-2027 or 817-
915-5959.

If you would put this sketch in the
POW Magazine, I know it would
bring back memories to many
former POWSs. I made this sketch in
June of1944. I also made an over-
head view, but the Germans confis-
cated it in one of their nightly bar-
rack searches. Edward Stoy, POW
1825, 10587 Swindon Ct., Cincin-
nati, OH 45241;POW1825@aol.com.

-
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Andersonville

Andersonville NHS

496 Cemetery Road
Andersonville, GA 31711
(229)924-0343
Alan_Marsh@nps.gov
Kandace_Muller@nps.gov

Voices of Andersonville
Ready to Debut

By: Fred Boyles, Superintendent

Andersonville National Historic Site
has introduced to the public a new
film about the history of Camp
Sumter. This new addition to the
National Prisoner of War Museum
was initiated by visitor feedback
from the visitor register (sign in
book) and through the National Park
Service visitor survey. This feed-
back told us that visitors wanted
more information about the Civil
War story of Andersonville. Rather
than remove any of the meaningful
presentations in the National Pris-
oner of War Museum, the park staff
decided to produce a film that
would tell the story of Andersonville
to be shown opposite the highly
acclaimed film, Echoes of Captivity.
Production of a new documentary
was no easy task. A process was
developed to develop a story line,
write a script, choose a contractor,
produce the film and review the film
at various stages to ensure that it
met the needs of the park. The film
maker selected was Northern Light
Productions of Boston, who has a
proven track record as an award
winning producer of video pro-
grams for television and museums.
This process lasted three long

years. Most of the actual filming
took place during the summer of
2003 at Andersonville. Volunteer
reinactors came from all over to
makes themselves resemble
Andersonville prisoners of war.
Once filming and editing was com-
plete, the park reviewed and ap-
proved what is called the rough cut.
This review allowed for the final
tape to be produced and turned
over to the park for installation into
the museum.

Once the video was accepted, the
park took a major step in updating
two Key elements to the showing
of both Echoes of Captivity and the
new Voices of Andersonville. First,
all the equipment used to show
these films was replaced. This was
necessary because it was simply
worn out. Installed originally in April
1998, the video projector was al-
ready starting to fail. This may be
surprising to some people because
televisions, audio and video equip-
ment seem to last for many years.
That may be true for home use but
not in a commercial setting. The
video Echoes of Captivity has been
shown 18 times a day, seven days a
week for 362 days a year for the
last six years. Second, the park in-
stalled captioning for both the Ech-
oesvideo and the new film. Thisis
important to accommodate those
visitors who are hearing impaired.
Both of these steps were very ex-
pensive but paid for by the National
Park Service.

ke IR A
Civil War re-enactors played the part
of Andersonville prisoners for
Voices of Andersonville.

Our new film, Voices of
Andersonville, was made possible
thanks to a grant to the park from
the Andersonville Trust. The Trust
is an endowment fund operated by
Friends of Andersonville to make
badly needed grants to
Andersonville National Historic Site
to enhance resource protection
and visitor services. Since its estab-
lishment in 1996, the Trust has
made grants to the park that made
possible programs that simply
would not have happened. The
Trust is administered by seven
Trustees, of whom several are
former POWs who are members of
AXPOW. This group meets at least
once a vear to ensure that the
funds are properly managed and to
make grants to the park. The beauty
of this endowment fund is that it
lives on forever. Since grants are
made from the interest income and
not the corpus, the Trust can keep
giving gifts to the park in perpetu-
ity. I'would like to encourage dona-
tions to the Andersonville Trust,
whenever someone is inferested in
making a gift to the park. A dona-
tion to the Andersonville Trust will
assist the park for many years to
come in its efforts to preserve the
story of POWs in American history
and in sharing that important story
to this and future generations.

Editor’s Note:
Fred Boyles returned to his job as
Superintendent of Andersonville
National Historic Site in mid October.
He was mobilized in January 2004
for active duty with the US Navy in
support of Operation Iraqi Freedom.
He was stationed in Kuwait where
he was the Officer in Charge of 360
sailors who loaded and unloaded
ships at the Port of Ash Shuaiba that
serves as the main port for all ship-
ping in support of the war. Fred is
a Commander in the Navy Reserve.
He has expressed his happiness to
be back home in Georgia after the
privilege of being able to serve his
country.
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riefs
CRSC News from the
Army
Tell Your Fellow Military

Retirees! Those With 20 Or More
Years Of Creditable Service May
Be Eligible For Tax-Free

Disabilities Compensation

Combat-Related Special Compensa-
tion (CRSC) is a tax-free benefit
available for retirees with disabilities
resulting directly of armed conflict,
specially hazardous military duty,
training exercises that simulate war,
or were caused by an instrumental-
ity of war.,

All military retirees who meet the

following eligibility criteria should

apply:

*  Minimum of 10% VA disability
rating

* 20 years active duty service in
Amy
-or-

* 20 years service in the National
Guard or Reserves (can be in
combination with Active duty
Service to Total 20 vears) and
age 60.

*  Retired and drawing retirement
pay

*  Receiving VA disability pay

CRSC could equal the amount of
offset from your retirement check
received for Purple Heart-related
disabilities or combat-related dis-
abilities minus any additional com-
pensation received for dependents.

Though some retirees will be eligible
for both CRSC and Concurrent Re-
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tirement and Disability Pay (CRDP),
you cannot receive both. The De-
fense Finance Accounting Service
(DFAS) is currently paying those eli-
gible for both whichever benefit
has the higher dollar entitlement.
CRSC is tax-free but, unlike other
benefits, retirees must apply for
CRSC.

The Army CRSC Branch has received
over 34,000 original and reconsid-
eration applications, with approxi-
mately 1400 new applications arriv-
ing each month. We are on target
to process all applications that are
over 30 days from receipt by 6 Feb-
ruary. To view the weekly progress
made on processing applications, go
to http://www.crsc.army.mil /utili-

ties/stats.htm.

The Army renders decisions based
on the documents the retiree pro-
vides with the application. Most ap-
plicants already provide their own
copies of relevant documents or
have obtained VA rating determina-
tions and other relevant documents
from the local VA field office. The
burden of proof lies with the appli-
cant to obtain supporting evidence
to determine combat relatedness
of their disability.

For more information or to obtain
an application, visit
www.crsc.army.mil or call your RSO
or the Army's CRSC Service Center
toll free at 1-866-281-3254 (or 703-
325-5163 for residents of the DC-
metro area).

Senate OKs intelligence
overhaul bill

Bill sent to President Bush for
signing

On December 8, 2004, The Senate
approved an intelligence reorganiza-
tion bill, ending months-long debate in
Congress over how to enact changes
proposed by the independent commis-

sion that investigated the September
11,2001, attacks.

The House of Representatives passed
the bill December 7th by a 336-75
vote.

The measure would overhaul the U.S.
intelligence community by placing the
budgets and most assets of 15 spy
agencies under a new post of national
intelligence director.

Heroes for Medicine

Awards: Focus on The

Military Representative
by Alice A. Booher
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Col. Cornum (rt) Receiving her award

The Good Housekeeping/General
Electric Heroes for Health Third An-
nual Awards were held in New York
City on November 17, 2004, at a lun-
cheon held in the Kaplan Penthouse
atop Lincoln Center. Of 45 final in-
ternational nominees, the 5 winners for
2004 who “made other people’s health
their top priority”: Lisa Yue, mother of
2 boys who died from cardiomyopa-
thy, who founded Children’s Cardi-
omyopathy Foundation; Mary
Buschell, pediatric respiratory thera-
pist, founded Trails Edge Camp in MI
for wheelchair confined young people,
and built a 200 sq. ft. tree house, 22"
in air, to which kids are harness-lifted;
Aubrie Maze, fighting rare bone can-
cer at age 16, at age 20 authored a



news briefs cont...

book for teens with cancer, “Cutting-
Up”, which until now was self-pub-
lished from her CA bedroom;
Haregewoin Teferra, of Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia, runs a school, orphanage and
artists collective for children orphaned
by AIDS; and ex-POW (Desert
Storm) Col. Rhonda Cornum, USA.
Their stories reached 25 million
monthly readers of the December,
2004 issue of Good Housekeeping,
[pp. 51-60] — an article worth read-
ing, keeping and sharing.

Formal Heroes of Medicine awards
presentations included a small crystal/
silver plaque; and a check for $10,000
for use in furthering “her cause” — their
own charity as stated above. In the
case of active duty military member
Cornum, who by law ,may not accept
such a monetary award, $5,000
checks were sent by GE to the Ameri-
can Society for the Prevention of Cru-
elty to Animals and the Red River
Fighter Pilots Assoctation Scholarship
Fund,

Each awarded made a brief statement;
and the “heroes” work was repre-
sented in dove-tailed, sequential 2-4
minute segments of film, edited by
NBC experts, shown on two elevated
screens.

Cornum’s segment was taken from
select personal archives and film foot-
age including recent videotapes from

CNN’s Senior Editor Beth Nissen re:
Landstuhl Regional Medical Center
(LRMC), an interview
for the 11/26/04 NBC
Farewell to Tom
Brokaw, and an ex-
POW film by the De-
partment of Veterans
Affairs. Primary focus
was on the work at
LRMC as the largest
of'the U.S. Military’s
overseas hospitals which tends to
troops wounded in Iraq and Afghani-
stan. Cornum’s segment of the aggre-
gate film “short” and the GH article go
far to educate the nonmilitary public
constituency about one extraordinary
person behind the casualty headlines.
She is treated with profound profes-
sional courtesy, seen via a lens suit-
ably softened for the special massive
GH audience. Film and article note,
but do not inordinately dwell on, her
peculiar suitability for this responsibil-
ity as a result of being shot down at
age 36 n 1/91 in the Iraqi desert, held
POW and her healing process which
she describes as a significant learning
tool for knowing how now to both heal
and lead. At age 50, she stays hands-
on with surgery weekly while she su-
pervises some 1,853 hospital staffers,
runs a general medical facility for all
American military in Europe (which
served as the initial upcountry treat-
ment site for all of the American POWs
of'this war), and is obliged to juggle a
myriad of visitors and other nonmedi-
cal related chores.

The LRMC casualty list (3/1/03-11/
16/04): 2,258 outpatients from Af-
ghanistan and 766 inpatients; and
12,331 outpatients and 5,162 inpa-
tients from Iraq. Cornum observes,
“They’re all somebody’s kids”. As for
her own opportunity, says she has the
best job in the Army. There are tan-

gible benefits to the heroes and their
causes, but most importantly perhaps
is the media recognition of them as
having that unique quality of “finding
appealing the working for something
bigger than yourself”. And by recog-
nizing Cornum’s specific contributions,
GE et al direct a concomitant and eq-
uitable focus on a spectrum of myriad
dedicated, bright qualified military
women with and without combat ex-
perience.

This cannot help but be positive for all
American military men and women and
those who interact with and benefit
from them. In the case of Col.
Cornum, it translates into greater un-
derstanding for the ex-POW, and na-
tional recognition that this can well
serve as a platform for moving into
greater service for those of like expe-
riences.

House Gives Final OK
to Veterans Legislation

New Laws Will Expand
Access to VA Health Care,
Boost Veterans Benefit
Programs, Protect Veterans
Legal Rights

On November 17, 2004, The House
of Representatives gave final ap-
proval to a three bills to expand ac-
cess to VA health care services,
boost veterans benefit programs,
and strengthen legal protections for
service members and veterans.

All three bills (H.R. 3936, S. 2484, S.
2486) have already been approved
by the Senate and went to Presi-
dent Bush for his signature.
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VA Secretary Opens

Smithsonian “Price of
Freedom” Exhibit

Secretary of Veterans Affairs An-
thony J. Principi joined Homeland
Security Secretary Tom Ridge and
Gen. Richard Myers, chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, on Nov. 10 in
opening a new exhibit on the U.S.
military at the Smithsonian’s National
Museum of American History.

“Over the span of 228 years, more
than 48 million of our fellow coun-
trymen and women proudly wore
the uniforms of our Armed Forces,
committing their service and fidel-
ity to a cause much higher than self,”
Principi said.

The exhibit, “The Price of Freedom:
Americans at War,” is the most com-
prehensive review of the U.S. mili-
tary ever created by the
Smithsonian’s National Museum of
History. The 18,000 square feet dis-
plays artifacts from military conflicts
ranging from the 1750s to the
present day.

“The memorabilia on display in this
exhibition - the artifacts of war - as
important as they are in framing our
warriors’ stories are . . . a fascinat-
ing framework across which is
stretched the broad canvas of per-
sonal experiences,” Principi said.

“The Price of Freedom: Americans
at War” will be on permanent display
at the National Museum of Ameri-
can History in Washington, D.C.

Admission is free and the exhibit is
open daily from 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
For more information, call (202) 633-
1000 or 357-1729 (TTY).
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Veterans’ New ID Cards

Help Battle Identity
Theft

With identity theft as the major
fraud reported by Americans in
2003, the Department of Veterans
Affairs (VA) has designed a new
identity card for veterans that will
safeguard confidential information.

“The new identification card ensures
veterans’ personal information is
protected,” said Secretary-of Veter-
ans Affairs Anthony J. Principi. “It
also helps prevent the theft of im-
portant benefits and services from
veterans that they earned by their
service to our country.”

The card, formally known as the
Veterans Identity Card (VIC), will
have veterans’ photos on the front
and identify them as enrollees in the
VA's health care system.

Encrypted on a magnetic tape on the
back of the card will be the
veteran’s Social Security number,
date of birth and a control number.
The magnetic strip also records
whether the veteran has a service-
connected disability.

Identity theft is one of the fastest
growing crimes in the nation. The
Federal Trade Commission listed
identity theft as the number one
fraud reported by consumers in
2003. Requests from veterans and
their congressional representatives
were instrumental in bringing about
these latest changes.

“The new VIC ensures the security
of veterans’ personal information
as well as ensuring that only eligible
veterans receive the benefits and
services they've earned,” said Kristin
Cunningham of the business office
for VA’s health care system.

Veterans should request the new
card at their local medical center.
Processing will take five to seven

days once eligibility is verified. VA
hopes to complete the conversion
to the new, safer card by mid-No-
vember. The existing cards will re-
main valid until veterans receive their
new cards.

Cleveland Salutes

a Special POW
By Alice A. Booher

Ohio has long been a center for pa-
triotic remembrances for their vet-
erans. And Cleveland has recently
undertaken several worthwhile sa-
lutes to special veterans. In one such
event in early October, Vietham Era
POW Captain Giles R. Norrington,
USN (Ret) was inducted by the Pala-
din Knights as their first honorary
life member. Here, the proud former
bike owner and rider himself is
shown with his new and long to be
treasured black leather vest. He also
received a POW/MIA flag, two blue
champagne flutes and a handsome
plaque they had made for him.




Yo

Stories

“HIT THE DECK,
THAT’S THE CENTER
OF THE TARGET.”

by Lee Lamar
6000 W 99 Terrace
Overland Park, KS 66207

It was December 6, 1944. We knew
who we were. We were about 200
downed American and British airmen,
locked up in two very old railroad
cars. We only knew what we could
see, while looking out the small win-
dows and through the iron bars. We
knew where we had been. That was
in solitary confinement in small iso-
lated cells at the dreaded German
Luftwaffe interrogation center at
Dulag Luft at Oberursal, on the out-
skirts of Frankfort. All had been fly-
ing in some Kind of aircraft over Ger-
many, or German occupied territory.
All had been downed under differ-
ent circumstances by enemy anti-air-
craft fire or fighters. Our transit from
air to ground and the reception on
the ground had varied considerably.
Some airmen had had a long ride
down from high altitude while the air
war raged around them. Others had
just barely made it out of their air-
craft before being slammed into the
hard ground. The reception on the
ground had varied. Some had been
captured by German military person-
nel. Some had been found by civil-
ians, who were often armed with
pitch forks and shovels. Often these
civilians were “Hell Bent” on follow-
ing Himmler's propaganda that we air-
men were “War Mongers” and should
be killed on the spot. Some had been
badly beaten, before proper authori-
ties had “rescued them” for transport
to Dulag Luft for interrogation.

What we did not know, was where
we were, or where we were going.

We assumed we were “somewhere”
in Germany. We assumed we were
heading to some German prisoner of
war camp, but we could not be sure.
Our captors did not give us an itiner-
ary.

It was just after dark and we had
pulled into arailroad station. Our two
POW cars were right at the station,
where numerous people were milling
about, boarding and leaving the train.
Then it happened. We heard that fa-
miliar wail of the air raid siren. We
felt sure our friends in the Royal Air
Force were out there somewhere
overhead. We Americans flew mostly
in daylight. It was the RAF that flew
the night bombing missions. We were
able to see out enough to see the
Germans making a mad rush to get
to the air raid shelters. They knew
there was not enough room for ev-
eryone and if they did not get there
in time to get a spot inside, they
would have to remain outside while
the bombs fell, if the target was
nearby. One lady was pushing a baby
buggy. 1do not know if there was a
baby inside or not. However, appar-
ently, she could not go fast enough
with this buggy and shoved it aside
to make a mad rush to the shelter.

It was at about this time we saw a
red flare dropping out of the sky, and
the German anti-aircraft guns opened
up. There seemed to be numerous
ones and big ones. It also seemed
to be a couple mounted on cars at-
tached to our train. This all seemed
to confirm that it was the RAF some-
where overhead. The British did not
fly in a tight formation like we Ameri-
cans. They flew in a line, one behind
the other. The lead aircraft dropped
red flares to mark the way to the tar-
get, which those flying behind fol-
lowed. Meanwhile, the crew on the
train had managed to get started up
and we slowly gained momentum as
more red flares continued to float
down. We knew we were probably
close to the target. Finally, someone
yelled to a little British Spitfire pilot,
who was lying in a baggage rack over-
head, “What does a green flare mean,
one just bounced off a car up in
front of us?” He yelled back, “Hit the
deck, that's the center of the target.”

With that he “bailed out” of the bag-
gage rack and landed flat on top of
me, as [ had been lying on the floor
trying to get some rest. Almost im-
mediately, I found myself pinned
down by seven other POW’'s such
that I could not move. The sound
of large anti-aircraft guns firing so
close on the ground is quite a racket.
In fact, I found it much more scary
than seeing exploding shells all
around you, while flying at altitude
over a bombing target. Add in the
exploding RAF bombs falling on both
sides of the railroad tracks and the
result is something you do not want
to wish on even your worst enemy.
Up until that time, I had faith that |
would survive the war somehow and
return safely home. Ilost that faith
that night. There I was pinned down
flat on my stomach, hardly able to
move a muscle and that awful noise
of the anti-aircraft guns and the ex-
ploding bombs all around me. I could
only move my two fists slightly up
and down. I kept doing that and say-
ing to myself. “I can’t stand this any
longer. Come on, put one right in the
center of us and lets get it over with.”
The train slowed some and then
picked up speed and gradually, we
could tell that awful sound, the kind
you never want to hear, slowly faded
into the night and I dropped off to
sleep.

About sunup the next morning, De-
cember 7, 1944, we rolled into Ber-
lin and spent all day moving from one
railroad switch-yard to another. All
day somewhere through those iron
bars on the windows, we could see
badly bombed out buildings, many
still burning from bombs that had
been dropped. In many, we could
see German civilians picking through
the ruins, apparently trying to salvage
what they could. I remember, that
as I watched and reflected on what |
had experienced the night before,
thinking how thankful I was that we
had managed to keep the war away
from the shores of the good old US
of A and that our loved ones at home
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stories, continued...

were not having to experience what
[ had just seen.

Note: On December 8, we arrived at
Stalag Luft One, at Barth, Germany,
where we spent the rest of the war.
[t was many years later that I learned
the targets of the RAF the night of
December 6, 1944. It was a synthetic
oil plant near Leuna, Germany, and
that we were at a railway station in
the vicinity of Merseburg - Luna. Four
hundred sixty five RAF aircraft were
dispatched to go on this mission and
two failed to return. This important
German oil plant was bombed a num-
ber of times during the war by both
the American and British air forces.

Remembering
April 29, 1945
from “The Last 100 Days” by
John Toland
by William J. Kaye
8 Hedges St.
North Brunswick, NJ 08902

That midnight, Father Sampson stood
on the hill overlooking
Neubrandenberg and listened to the
growing rumble of Red Army tanks.
Mantauffel had already withdrawn his
headquarters from town and had left
only arear guard.

For the past week Russian planes
had showered the town and Stalag
2A with leaflets warning that
Rokossovsky was “at your gates”. He
was, indeed. Dozens of Soviet tanks
smashed the camp’s barb-wire fences
and guard towers. Multiple rockets
mounted on American trucks rolled
up and began firing into
Neubrandenburg three miles away.
Within an hour the city was in flames
and even the prisoners on the dis-
tant hill could feel the heat. The lure
of freedom was too much for many
French, Italian and Serbs who
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straggled toward the blazing city to
loot - and be shot at by the Russians.
But the Americans under the leader-
ship of Sergeant Lucas, their Man of
Confidence, and Father Sampson re-
mained in camp as instructed by
coded BBC broadcasts.

Liberation as only a word to the 3000
Russians in the camp. Those even
suspected of collaborating with the
Germans were summarily shot; the
rest were given rifles and sent to the
front lines.

A Russian general asked Father
Sampson if he had any complaints
about the Germans. The priest re-
marked that the camp doctor had
refused to help the Americans, and
the General held out his pistol.
“Shoot him,” he said simply.

Prisoners returning from
Neubrandenberg brought back such
revolting stories of murder, pillage
and rape that the fifty-year-old
French Abbe with the youthful face
and Father Sampson were compelled
to visit the town to see what they
could do to help.

In the woods between the camp and
town they came upon the raped and
murdered bodies of German girls and
women. Several, throats slit, were
hanging from trees by their ankles.

Neubrandenberg, once a beautiful
little city, was still burning; its streets
piled with debris. Soviet women in uni-
forms directed the heavy military traf-
fic. The stench of burned flesh was
intolerable, but the abbe’ moved pur-
posely through the carnage, praying
and giving solace. To Father Sampson
he seemed to be a symbol of the
church in a devastated world.

They found their friend, the local
priest, sitting dazed on the steps of
the gutted rectory. Inside the priest's
mother and his two sisters, who
were nuns, cowered on a sofa. All
three women had been raped before
his eyes by a gang of Russians. The
mother, clutching her rosary, looked
dead. The abbe’ asked if he could do
anything. The two nuns shook their
heads.

On the way back to camp the two
priests approached an overturned
wagon. Nearby were a half-dozen
hastily buried bodies. A shepherd
dog lay over one of the graves. Fa-
ther Sampson tried to coax him to
come along, but the dog refused to
budge. Most of the family posses-
sions had been stolen, but the loot-
ers had left a little doll and an old
family Bible. The abbe' opened the
Bible, glanced at Confirmation and
Communion pictures pasted inside
and scanned the carefully penned re-
cordings of baptisms, marriages and
deaths. The French priest suddenly
seemed utterly worn and tired of life;
he looked every day his age.” End of
John Toland's version of what Father
Sampson told him; back to me.

I can vouch for all that Father
Sampson told John Toland. I was
with Father Sampson through all that,
as [ tagged along with him as his in-
terpreter when the Russians wanted
to speak to him. As I was Polish, the
Russians would speak to me in Pol-
ish and I would tell Father Sampson
what the Russians wanted to say.

To this day Father Sampson crops up
in my life in one way or another. For
example, I went to a dinner honoring
the Gulf War veterans. There were
700 people there. A National Guard
Captain was seated at my table. See-
ing the POW emblem on my jacket
he asked if | knew Father Sampson.

Two weeks after | joined the National
POWSs, [ received my EX-POW BULLE-
TIN. In the back they listed Monsignor
Francis Sampson as a new member
from South Dakota. I had lost touch
with him after the war. He died a
couple of years ago.

[ will never forget the difference 1
sharply noted when crossing from
Russian-occupied German territory
into Schwerin - American-occupied
territory. Russian territory was like
being in a graveyard. Germans were
hanging from trees. I came into
Schwerin in the evening. It was like
New Year’s Eve. Everybody was cel-
ebrating. Including me!
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embers’

Dear Mr. President (George W.
Bush): VA health care is as good as,
or better than similar care in the
general population once you actu-
ally see a doctor. Therein lies the
rub! Access! Thousands of veterans
are waiting months to see a primary
care provider; eight months to see
a dentist; four months for an eye
clinic appointment, etc! Politicians
send our military to war; then these
same politicians play politics and
deny their returning warriors ad-
equate health care! The root cause
of the delays that currently plague
the VA is inadequate funding. The
VA's inability to pay comparable sala-
ries to the general population
causes shortages in almost all areas.
Not enough doctors in many spe-
cialties. Sky rocketing costs for
medicines! Health care for many vet-
erans delayed equals care denied!
Once again our government has
made promises to those sick and
wounded returning veterans that
appear impossible to keep. Will
these new veterans, promised
health care free for two years for
war related conditions go to the
head of the line? This would result
in extended waits for veterans of
previous conflicts or will these new
veterans take their place in the back
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of the line? Either way a veteran will
be hurt. Remember, care delayed;
care denied! Unless and until fund-
ing for VA health care is removed
from politics this problem will con-
tinue. Secretary Principi has done
and is doing an outstanding job with
the limited resources available to
him to fulfill his mandate. But until
reforms in the budget process
along the lines proposed by The
Partnership for Veterans Health
Care is adopted all the words of
gratitude for the sacrifices made to
our returning service men and
women will be just that! Empty
Words! Our lawmakers see to it that
the funds necessary to conduct and
win the wars are there and then
conveniently forget that health care
for,” those who have borne the
battle”, is an ongoing cost of war
and needs to be adequately funded
aswell. -

We urge the Congress and our
President to work with the Partner-
ship in formulating a way to provide
mandatory funding for VA Health
Care. With a secure, predictable
funding stream, many money saving
economies can be made and we as
a country will be able to honor
those who made the supreme sac-
rifice by caring adequately for the
survivors!

Respectfully submitted, Norm
Fellman Legislative Officer, Joseph
E Klapper Post 151, AMVETS Legis-
lative Officer, Garden State Chap-
ter, American Ex-Prisoners of War
Life Member, Chapter 16, DAV. and
Senior Vice Commander, Post 79,
JWV.

Dear Cheryl,

I was disappointed that members
who attended the National Conven-
tion in Texas did not have a way to
identify which POW camps they
were confined in. It would have
been great for some of us who
wanted to see old friends. It was
difficult to recognize one another
at our old age. I wish this could be
brought up at the next convention.
I did notice some Air Force request
for reunions. I did meet PNC

Throckmorton who was in Stalag I11B
for a short while. I was sorry to see
him with a walker. I am getting close
to that, but have been lucky so far.

Sincerely,

Allen K. Richards

243 E.Wilbur Rd. 115
Thousands Qaks, CA 91360

To all:

I think it needs to be made public
that the new remarried widow rul-
ing is also for those remarried wid-
ows that HAD NEVER FILED FOR DIC
BEFORE. The deadline has passed
for those who had once collected
and then remarried, and [ really do
not think the deadline for filing
would apply to them anyway, be-
cause they never received DIC be-
fore.

I just filed a claim for a widow
whose POW husband died in 1983
and she never filed for DIC; claims
she did not know she could. Then
she remarried in 1990 and was over
the age of 57 at the time. This year
she heard that remarried widows
could be reinstated so she asked a
county veteran service officer to
file for her. This VSO

filed but the application was re-
fused, so she called me. 1 filed an
appeal for her on October 12, 2004,
and ralked to Ginger Raney (EX-POW
coordinator at Waco TX Regional
Office) about this at the National
Convention. I got the notice Satur-
day that she was approved for DIC.
So the VA is interpreting (at least in
Texas) the Dec. 2003 order to cover
those widows who LOST their DIC
and also those widows who remar-
ried NEVER HAVING FILED FOR DIC
before.

As | said before, I don't think the
time limit for filing for reinstatement
applies, because they are not being
reinstated, they are filing for the
first time.

Please get this word around if there
are others in the nation who are in
the same predicament.

Betty Harlan, National Service Of-
ficer, 2570 FM 3397, Sudan, TX
79371; Phone (806)933-4428.



Two Cruises

By Dale E. Rigby

(a former 20 year old, farm
boy/sailor from Utah -
crewmember - USS PUEBLO
AGER-2)

185 West 400

N. Ivins, UT 84738

Memories of more difficult times
flooded my mind as I surveyed the
luxury of my new vacation home.

It had been so very long since I had
been out to sea, let alone on a ship
of this magnitude.

Our ports of call would include sunny
sites on the Baja of Mexico, Cabo San
Lucas, Mazatlan, and Puerto Vallarta!
I thought back to my last cruise, 37
years ago. It was the icy cold of Janu-
ary in the Sea of Japan and the port
of call was unscheduled, unwanted
and very undesirable.

Why should I be nervous in any way
with this trip? I don’t know! I guess
I'm just always waiting “for the next
shoe to drop” as they say!

Not much time passed before the
first buffet lunch was served. There
was s0-0-0-0 much food, and so-o-
0-0 many choices of things to eat!

The desserts were so rich, well, they
were just over the top!

As we set sail out into the Pacific
Ocean I was feeling pretty good.

My stomach was so happy, warm, and
fuzzy all over. My thoughts reflected
back upon my life. I was very fortu-
nate, very blessed indeed!

At that unwanted port of call, 37
years ago, there had not been any
choices. On the other side of that
world, time stands still. Sometimes,
it feels like a million years ago, some-
times vesterday! The main course
then was turnips, and only enough
to keep you hungry. Our HOSTS plan
of the day back then was always ter-
ror and pain applied to body, mind,
and soul.

We are very, very, blessed to be
AMERICANS!
%W I

Before long my wife, Julie and I found
our way back to the back of this
beautiful cruise ship.

For you see, there had once been a
20 vyear old, farm boy, sailor from
Utah who took great comfort in this
very place, the fantail, the back of
the ship. Whenever he was off duty
he would stand at the rail and watch
the wake of his small ship. For some
reason, it was comforting for him to
do this. For some reason, it was com-
forting to me.

Each day at 1200 hrs., noon that is,
the Captain of this great cruise liner
would announce our position,
weather data, and distance to our
next port of call. However, other than
a picture in the cruise documents, I
never saw this Captain.

Well, to make this long story very
short, I will be brief. This was a col-
orful, relaxing and restful cruise with-
out any gremlins.

Ten former shipmates, their spouses,
some siblings, children, and the par-
ents of one sailor had gathered to-
gether in great joy!
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Two Cruises
continued...

In fact, this had been an extension
of a US Navy ship reunion held in San
Diego just days carlier.

Two events with the single purpose
of honoring the memory of a great
captain of a seemingly insignificant
navy ship. A ship that time has stood
still for. A captain ... “who cared so
much about people that it cost him
his career.” (Bradley Crowe -
crewmember) A captain who was . . ..
"a giant of a man.” (Edward “Stu”
Russell - crewmember - Pueblo
Assoc. Sec. /Former Pueblo Assoc.
President).
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A captain for whom .. . “the well-be-
ing of his crew was foremost!”

The man [ am speaking about is Navy
Cdr. Lloyd Mark “Pete” Bucher!

He was the first and only Captain of
the ill fated USS PUEBLO - AGER-2.
He was...."“ my captain, my captain”
“May GOD Bless America with more
men having the courage of Cdr. Lloyd
Mark “Pete” Bucher USN Ret. (1927-
2004)

January 237 2005 marks 37
years-ago-that-the USS Pueblo
(AGER-2) was attacked by
North Korean naval forces.

One sailor was killed, the remaining
crew of 82 (incl.2civilian oceanogra-
phers) were held prisoner for 11
months. Many of the crew, including
Captain Bucher, had shrapnel
wounds.

....what was it like?....even for a
day?

[t was layers of emptiness, beatings,
brainwashing attempts, printed pro-
paganda, waiting and hoping. Every
day seemed like ten!

However, after a few months of im-
prisonment something interesting
happened.

One crewmember, Pollicarpo Polla
Garcia, "PP,” had training as a barber.
The North Koreans decided to use
“PP” to give us an occasional haircut
and shave. “PP's Barber Shop” (ha) also
gave us a “grapevine.” Care was given
in what was said though, as the
North Koreans were for sure listen-
ing.

However the
very best part
was the morale
boost that “PP"
gave everyone,
We would ask
Y... hey “PP”
when are we
getting out of
here?”

“PP" would always respond in his very
much loved Philippine accent:

“ ... two weeks man!! ... two weeks!!”

“PP" was a true leader and great
source of high morale.

Unfortunately, the guards would beat
him every day. They tried to instill fear
into him not to do what he so gladly
gave to each of us! HOPE! One by
one, one day at a time!

Your shipmates of the “Pueblo” will
always be grateful for you, “PP”
Garcia! May GOD bless and keep you!

P P P P P e P o o P o ot o P o o s ok o

USS Pueblo-AGER-2 - shipmates
gather at a September 25, 2004 re-
union at San Diego’s Handlery Hotel
“. .. to honor the memory of their
“Captain” Navy CDR. Lloyd Mark
“Pete” Bucher USN (Ret.) (1927-
2004)."



Washington

Office on the Road
NJ State Convention
September 10, 2004

Executive Director Les Jack-
son, and Legislative Committee
Co-Chairmen Mary Rolen and
Dr. Charles Stenger put to-

gether quite a program for New

Jersey AXPOW members last
September. In return, they were
wined, dined and awarded for
their efforts on behalf on all
ex-prisoners of war.

Hudson Valley Chapter
Annual Riverboat
Cruise

by Vince Lisanti
330 Clinton Ave.
Dobbs Ferry, NY 10522

e Poaat Wide Augaud 36, XNE

There is no other river on this conti-
nent as historically significant nor of
comparable scenic beauty as the
Hudson. We are proud to have the
freedom of this heritage. A freedom
that was assured us by the capable
leadership in battle by graduates of
the military academy that graces its
shore.

For many of us, this river was also
the gateway to this country of our
forefathers.

Each year, the Hudson Valley Chap-
ter is the guest of the West Point
Military Academy’s river boat. This
privilege was brought about because
the chapter initiated a memorial ser-
vice for the 11,500 martyrs who died
while being held as prisoners of war
in the holds of British prison ships
during the war of the revolution.

This year, we were honored by hav-
ing two very special guests. Ms.
Patricia Amberg-Blyscal, Director of
the New York VARO, and Mr. John T.
Morrissey, a veteran Marine of the
Vietham War who found and named
a mountain peak in Alaska - Mount
POW-MIA. The two are shown hold-
ing a POW-MIA banner containing a
handful of earth from the mountain.
Our boat came to a stop at the site
where one of the giant chains was
strung across the river to deter the
British battle ships during the Revo-
lutionary War. The earth was tossed

from the banner onto the waters of
the river. A bugler sounded TAPS and
the following prayer was read:

As we place this earth upon the
waters - may this be a holy place
and hallowed time of remem-
brance - We honor those who gave
so much for us and our great na-
tion - May we never forget the
true cost of our freedom and the
blessings we enjoy as Americans.
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Nam OW news

Paul E. Galanti
pgalanti@comcast.net

Fort Bragdg street
renamed in honor

of longest-held POW

By Joanna Hawkins
U.S. Army JFK Special Warfare Center
and School Public Affairs Office

FORT BRAGG, N.C. For his
extraordinary heroism during the
Vietnam War, the U.S. Army John F.
Kennedy Special Warfare Center and
School dedicated a street here Nov.
5, 2004 to the late Col. Floyd ]J.
Thompson -the longest-held prisoner
of war in U.S. history.

In an emotional ceremony, Floyd ]J.
Thompson Street was formally
dedicated in honor of the nine-year

POW and decorated Special Forces
officer. Formerly 15th Street, Floyd
J. Thompson Street is located in the
old Special Forces area of Smoke
Bomb Hill on Fort Bragg and
intersects with Son Tay Road. The
street name was officially changed
on July 15, 2003,

In 1964, the Viet Cong captured
then-Capt. Thompson after his Air
Force L-19 observation plane was
downed by small arms fire near
Quang Tri, South Vietnam, on March
26. He survived the crash, suffering
burns, a bullet wound across the
cheek and a broken back. On March
16, 1973, during Operation
Homecoming, he was finally released
and returned home.

Thompson remained in the military
after his captivity and retired from
the Army in 1981 as a colonel. He
died in Key West, Fla., on July 16,
2002,

Maj. Gen. James W. Parker,
USAJFKSWCS commanding general,
spoke during the ceremony about
the significance of the street,

“Floyd J. Thompson Street is rich in
Special Forces history. It is where
people like Colonel Thompson were
trained in preparation for serving as

advisers in Vietnam and Southeast
Asia,” Parker said.

He also added that Floyd ].
Thompson Street would remain
significant well into the future.

Retired Air Force colonel George
“Bud” Day, guest speaker at the
ceremony and a former POW who
was released from the infamous
Hanoi Hilton prison within a few days
of Thompson, praised Thompson’s
character and commitment to his
country.

“In his heart, he loved this country
as no one else could love it. He was
truly a warrior,” Day said.

Speaking on behalf of the Thompson
family, Floyd Thompson ]Jr.
expressed gratitude to all in
attendance for remembering his
father in such a special way.

“There will forever be recognition of
Daddy. That is probably as great an
honor as he could get,” said
Thompson.

- usasoc -
(Editor’s note: The U.S. Army Special
Operations Command Public Affairs
Office contributed to this article.)

chaplain’s corner

National Chaplain

John Romine
1609 S. 23rd Street
Rogers, AR 72758
(479) 636-2287

Please take time and do the best you
can to look back at the past year and
count your many blessings that came
directly from the throne of the true
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and living God. I think you will be sur-
prised at what God can do and has
done for us. As I looked back, I
found that the National Convention
seems to stand out as a special bless-
ing. Meeting and greeting friends,
comrades and loved ones that share
and appreciate life here in the good
old USA. Now, set aside some time
to look forward and see where you
will fit into the New Year.

There is a song that asks for help in
taking America back. I think everyone
who watches the news of each and
every day will know what is meant.
We must pray, and do what we can
do to make this a better world. But
we must not concentrate on only the
bad things. God is good. Always has
been and always will be. But we do
have things happening that is far from
what God intended for His people.
Let us praise the true and living God
for the good and great blessings that
he has in store for us during 2005.

Let us pray: Dear Lord, our Heavenly
Father, may we always give You
praise and glory for the love and
blessings that come to us in so many
ways. Through family, friends, com-
rades and the people we meet, we
are so blessed. May Your love find
its way through us to those who are
in need of healing, comforting, care.
We ask Your help in taking America
back to make it the God-loving na-
tion that made it great. In Your holy
and blessed name, we pray, and ask
that those still listed as POW/MIA and
those standing in harm's way be re-
membered by You and by us. AMEN.

Thought for the month: It is with
awe and wonder that we face each
day, knowing that God's love and
blessings will be with us. May His will
be done at all times as we face the
trials and tasks of life.

Vera and 1 wish you a very happy,
prosperous and blessed New Year.
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Please send donations to:
National Headquarters,3201 East
Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40,
Arlington, TX 76010. You can also
make a donation with a credit
card (MasterCard or Visa). Just
call 817-6492979. Thank you!

GENERAL FUND

Barbed Wire Buckeye Chapter
Franklin Koehler

George Sheehan

In appreciation of the National
Headquarters personnel, by PNC
Maurice & Bonnie Sharp

In honor of my good friend, Bill
Babington, by John Denison, 8 AF
In memory of Agnes Roberts, by
Phil & Dot LaManna

In memory of Al Taylor, by Hilmar
Country Club Estates Homeowners
Assoc.,

In memory of Anna Krushas, by
Donald & Audrey Dugmore

In memory of Carlos Yap, by PNC
Maurice & Bonnie Sharp

In memory of Carlos Yap, by Rose
Yap

In memory of Frank Sanache, the
last code talker, by Bill Fornes

In memory of George Milbrodt, by
Adeline Robinson

In memory of George Milbrodt, by
Shirley & Lisa Ehlers

In memory of Gilbert Hair, by
Joanne Owens

In memory of Gilbert Hair, by Lisa
Ko, friend of Nicole Vasbinder

In memory of Gilbert Hair, by Melvin
Rosen

In memory of Gilbert Hair, by
Roxanne Rotterman

In memory of Henry Kritzer, by
Adeline Robinson & Family

In memory of James Crombie, by
East Central Florida Chapter

In memory of Louis Breitenbach, by
James & Faye Hensley

In memory of Marilyn Allen, by
Roland & Sharon Spomer

In memory of my father, Gerald
Dumont, by John Dumont

In memory of my wife, Amada
“Amy", by Fernando Serna

[n memory of Orville Krecklow, by
Viola Krecklow

In memory of Raymond Shirley, by
Elizabeth Chagnon

In memory of Robert Queener, by
Indianhead Chapter

In memory of Stewart Cooper, by
William & Margery Nichols

In memory of William ‘Bill' McClain,
by Barbara Howard

In memory of William ‘Bill' McClain,
by Catherine Elliott

In memory of William ‘Bill’ McClain,
by Charles Winn

In memory of William ‘Bill’ McClain,
by Dana Weeks

In memory of William ‘Bill’ McClain,
by Daniel Stiers

In memory of William ‘Bill' McClain,
by Janet Elliott

In memory of William ‘Bill’ McClain,
by Jim & Katherine Wagy

In memory of William ‘Bill’ McClain,
by Johnnie Rowe

In memory of William ‘Bill’ McClain,
by Lucy & Cecil Chiles

In memory of William ‘Bill’ McClain,
by M/M Edward Nickerson

In memory of William ‘Bill’ McClain,
by Mary Anne & Steve Lembo

In memory of William ‘Bill’ McClain,
by Nancy McClain

In memory of William ‘Bill' McClain,
by Patricia McClain

In memory of William ‘Bill’ McClain,
by Roberta Gillespie

In memory of William McClain, by
First Flight Foods, Inc.

In memory of William McClain, by
Jean M West

In memory of William McClain, by
Mrs. Jo Fitzpatrick

LEGISLATIVE FUND
Agua Fria Chapter
Barbed Wire Buckeyes Chapter

MEDSEARCH FUND
Barbed Wire Buckeye Chapter
In memory of Delphos Howard, by
Northwest Central Ohio Chapter
In memory of John ‘Jack’ Fetterrolf,
by Chuck & Audie Hartney
In memory of John ‘Jack’ Fetterrolf,
by Corecomm-ATX, Inc.
In memory of John ‘Jack’ Fetterrolf,
by Denise L Hompe

In memory of John ‘Jack’ Fetterrolf,
by Edwin Cox

In memory of John ‘Jack’ Fetterrolf,
by HLDR Dining Service Employees
Sales

In memory of John ‘Jack’ Fetterrolf,
by Lauren Merendino

In memory of John ‘Jack’ Fetterrolf,
by M/M Dominick Mariani

In memory of John ‘Jack’ Fetterrolf,
by Mrs. Edward Powers and Jane
Powers

In memory of John ‘Jack’ Fetterrolf,
by Norman & Mary Briggs

In memory of John ‘Jack’ Fetterrolf,
by Paul, Eileen & Christopher Gluck
In memory of John ‘Jack’ Fetterrolf,
by Rita Trumble

In memory of John ‘Jack’ Fetterrolf,
by The Edwin Cox IIT Family

In memory of John ‘Jack’ Fetterrolf,
by William Butler

In memory of Joseph Bocchino, by
Al Alberti

In memory of Joseph Bocchino, by
Angela Zurich

In memory of Joseph Bocchino, by
co-workers of Andrew
LaGravenese

In memory of Joseph Bocchino, by
Diane Lehnert

In memory of Joseph Bocchino, by
Elaine & Bob Yunker

In memory of Joseph Bocchino, by
Philomena LaGravenese

In memory of Joseph Bocchino, by
Robert Bondi

In memory of Joseph Bocchino, by
the Bellotto Family

In memory of Joseph Bocchino, by
Wall & Mabel Hoffman

In memory of Mary Lou Lentz,by
Northwest Central Ohio Chapter
In memory of Raymond & Stella
Baum, by the Greater St. Louis
Chapter

N.S.O. FUND
In memory of Paul Kenney, by the
Department of Georgia
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taps

Please submit taps notices to: Cheryl Cerbone, 7 Turner Lane, South Yarmouth, MA 02664

. ;
Grady Ulas Inzer Sr.
National Commander1970-1971

..

Grady Ulas Inzer Sr. was born Dec.
14, 1918, in Possum Trot, Ark., near
Cale, the eldest son and third off-
spring of seven children born to
Joseph and Ora Inzer. Grady grew
up during the Great Depression, and
the family sharecropped for a time,
then purchased acreage in Rayville,
La., where they farmed mainly cot-
ton. During high school, he played
football, was a 4H member and
raised championship hogs.

After graduating from Rayville High
School, Grady joined the U.S. Air
Force at the start of World War I1.
Grady was crew chief on the flight
lines at Barksdale Air Force Base and
in the 27th Bomb Group sent to the
Philippines. Grady survived the
Bataan Death March and camps
O'Donnell, Bilibid, Cabanatuan and
Clark Field, PI. In Oct. 1944, he was
shipped to Hong Kong and then
Formosa, where he was put to work
as slave labor.

Receiving an honorable discharge at
the rank of master sergeant, he later
attended Baylor University, where
he graduated with a law degree.

After passing the bar exam, he
settled in Longview, where he prac-
ticed law as a criminal defense at-
torney for 39 %2 years, in which time
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he won many well-known cases, in-
cluding winning appeals in the U.S.
Supreme Court and the Texas Su-
preme Court,

Grady was a member of White Oak
Baptist Church, Past National Com-
mander of AXPOW, a charter mem-
ber of Masonic Lodge No. 1396, a
member of Sharon Temple, active in
the Boy Scouts of America and, for
many years, the Treasurer of Troop
225 and a member of the Order of
the Arrow. When in the military, he
was a champion weightlifter, and he
enjoyed a number of hobbies and
the outdoors.

During his tenure as National Com-
mander, two bills pertaining to ex-
POWs were introduced in Congress.
S-1279 would provide that any dis-
abilities of former POWs are as-
sumed to be service-connected for
the purpose of hositalization and
out-patient care. S-1607 would pro-
vide that any veteran held as a POW
for more than 180 days shall be
deemed to have service-connected
disabilities rated at 100%, and if held
less than 180 days, disability of 30%
or more.

He is survived by his wife, Charlotte
Inzer; children Grady Inzer Jr., Bobby
Inzer, John Inzer, Frances Bowen and
Matthew Collier; three grandchildren;
seven great-grandchildren; his step-
children, Dedra John and Richard
Anderson; eight step grandchildren;
one sister, Nelma Powell: two broth-
ers, Eugene Inzer and Laverne Inzer;
many nieces and nephews; and ex-
tended family of friends and spon-
sored children.

ALESIANI, Pauline, 82, of Monessen,
PA died Aug. 5, 2004. A WWII Army
nurse, Pauline served aboard the
hospital ship USS Comfort and at the
321 General Hospital in the Philip-
pines. She is survived by her hus-
band, Ex-POW Herman, four children
and six grandchildren.

ALLEN, Marilyn G., 76, of
Georgetown, IL passed away Sept.
28, 2004. She is survived by her
beloved husband Charles, 1 son, 1
daughter and 2 grandchildren. She
was a member of the Kickapoo
Chapter, AXPOW and a volunteer at
the VA Illians Health Care System.

ANNUNZIATA, Richard R., of West
Haven, CT died Oct. 3, 2004. He was
73. He was captured in Korea while
serving in the Army and was a POW
in Camps 5 & 6. He was a life mem-
ber and director of the Connecti-
cut Chapter, AXPOW. Survivors in-
clude his wife, Joan, 1 son, 2 daugh-
ters, 1 brother, 1 sister and 5 grand-
children.

BECKMANN, Louis John, 86, of
Davenport, IA and Fayetteville, NY
died Feb. 21, 2003. He served as a
Bombardier on B-17s during WWII
with the 447" BG based at
Stowmarket. He was shot down on
his 27™ mission and sent to Luft 1,
Barth. He was a member of the Syra-
cuse and Rome NY chapters,
AXPOW. He leaves his wife, Ruth, 2
daughters and 5 grandchildren.

CAMP, Lyle D., “Shud”, age 85, of
Norwood, NY died Oct. 1, 2004. He
served in the Army during WWII and
was taken prisoner near
Fontainebleau, France. He was in-
carcerated by the Germans at
camps 12A and 7A until liberation.
“Shud” was a member of the North-
ern NY Chapter, AXPOW. He is sur-
vived by his wife, Keitha.

CAMPBELL, Rita M., age 77 died
Nov. 19, 2003. She and her husband,
John, lived in Cranston, RI. John
served with the 106™ Inf. during
WWIL They were happily married for
56 years and raised six sons and
three daughters. In addition to her
children, Rita left 20 grandchildren
and 4 great-grandchildren. To know
her was to love her.

CHAPIN, William P. passed away
December 28, 2003. His wife, O'Hara
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died in May of 2002. Their daugh-
ter Pennell lives in Corte Madera,
CA. Bill was a B-24 pilot, shot down
November 5, 1944 over Mitrovica,
Yugoslavia. After his hospital stay,
he arrived at Stalag 17B on January
10, 1945 and was liberated by the
Russians on May 10, 1945.

COX, Elveston B., 79, OF Vinton,
VA, died Tuesday, Sept. 7, 2004.
While in the US Army he was a POW
in Germany for 11 months follow-
ing the Normandy invasion. He
served in Korea in the US Air Force.
He is survived by wife, Dorothy
Dula, one son and one sister.

DILLER, George P., 80, of Carlisle,
PA passed away Sept. 12, 2004. He
was an Army veteran in WWII and a
POW in Germany. George is survived
by his wife of 62 years, Maurita, 2
daughters, 1 son, 2 sisters, 6 grand-
children and 4 great-grandchildren.

DUMEY, Virginia, of Cape
Girardeau, MO passed away Dec. 17,
2003 at the age of 77. She was a
life member of AXPOW. Virginia is
survived by her beloved husband of
56 years, 3 sons and 3 daughters.

DUMOND, Gerald ]J. of Dunstable,
MA died Sept. 28, 2004. He was 84.
During WWII, he served in the
Army. He was captured in Belgium
and held at IXB, Bad Orb and
Ziegenhein until liberation. He
leaves his wife of 60 years,
Dorothea, 4 sons, 2 daughters, 3
brothers, 2 sisters, 13 grandchil-
dren and 3 great-grandchildren.

EBEL, Johnnie Victor, 80, of Inde-
pendence, MO passed away Oct. 10,
2004 at the age of 80. He served in
the Army during WWII with the 106™
Inf. 81" Combat Eng. He was cap-
tured in Belgium and held in Stalag
13B. He is survived by his beloved
wife of 58 years, Barbara, 3 sons, 3
daughters, 16 grandchildren and 8
great-grandchildren.

EDELMAN, Essie, beloved wife of
Louis, died Sept. 19, 2004. Louis
served with Company M, 423 Reg.,

LOG™ Div. Essie is also survived by
one son, one daughter, three grand-
children, one great-granddaughter
and two sisters.

FETTEROLF, John R. 84, of
Ardmore, Pa. passed away on Oct.
25,2004. He was a tail gunnerin a B
- 24 with the 460" BG. He was a
POW in Stalag Luft 4. John was pre-
ceded in death by his wife of 49 %
years, Eileen. He will be missed by
his 2 daughters, 4 sons, 11 grand-
children, and 2 great grandchildren.

GARON, Ramon 0., 83, passed
away Sept. 21, 2004. He lived in
American Canyon, CA and was an
active member of the 49ers Chap-
ter, AXPOW. He was captured on
Bataan during WWII and spent 3 ¥%
years in POW camps in the Philip-
pines. Ramon is survived by his wife
of 61 years, Rosario, 1 sister, 5
daughters, 2 sons, 13 grandchildren
and 7 great-grandchildren.

GILLETTE, Robert Lee, life member
of Northeast (NY) Chapter, ANPOW
died Aug. 27, 2004. He lived in Scotia,
NY. A WWII veteran, he was serving
with the 15 Ranger Bn. under Colo-
nel Darby when he was captured in
Sicily. He leaves his wife, Ruth, |
daughter and 2 grandsons.

GLYDON, Joseph Jr. of Vallejo, CA,
died May 3, 2004. He was a member
of the NJ Chapter, AXPOW. His fa-
ther was a POW during WWIIL. Survi-
vors include his parents, Mr. & Mrs.
Joseph Glydon of Avenel, New Jer-
sey.

HARRY, Lawrence Albert, 82, of
Roanoke, VA, died Friday, Oct. 15,
2004. He was a POW in Germany
during WW?2 following the invasion
of Normandy. Heis survived by his
wife, Nannie Perdieu Harry, two
sons, seven grandchildren, one
great-grandchild, three brothers and
one sister.

HECKMAN, Fred B., Jr. of Deltona,
FL died Aug. 5, 2004 at age 83. He
was a member of East Central FL
Chapter, AXPOW. During WWII, he
served with the 8" AF (3 BD, 45
Wing, 452 BG) and was a POW at
Luftl, Barth.

HOFFMAN, Arthur J., of St. Marys,
PA passed away July 30, 2004. He
entered the Army in Dec. 1943, serv-
ing with the 106™ Div., 590™ Bn. Field
Artillery. He was captured Dec. 19,
1944 and held at Stalag 9-B, Bad Orb.
Survivors include his wife of 56
years, Sarah, 2 children and 2 grand-
children.

HOSSACK, Alexander, 82, of
Bradenton, FL passed away Oct. 9,
2004. He was a member of the Mana-
tee Chapter, AXPOW. During WWII,
he served with the Cannon Com-
pany, 99" Inf., 394™ Reg. He was held
at Stalag 4 until liberation. He leaves
his wife of 61 years, Patricia, 2 sons,
7 grandchildren and 4 great-grand-
children.

HOWARD, DelphosR., of Lima, OH
died Oct. 20, 2004. He was 89. He
served with the 106™ Inf. Div and
was captured at the Battle of the
Bulge. He was held in Stalag IX-B. He
was a charter member of the North-
west Central OH Chapter 7, AXPOW.

HUGHES, John H. of Marietta, GA
passed away Sept. 20, 2004. He was
86 years old. He served with the |+
Div., 16" Co. and was captured in
the African Campaign in 1943. He
was wounded and held in Stalag 2B.
John was a life member of AXPOW,
Dept. of Georgia and North Central
GA Chapter. He is survived by one
son, one daughter, six grandchildren
and three great-grandchildren.

JOHNSON, J. Frank, age 83, of
Manchester, NJ died July 16, 2004.
He served with the 8" AF during
WWII as a Flight Engineer with the
390" BG, 568" BS. While flying over
Germany, he was shot down and
held for 22 months. He was a life
member of AXPOW and the Ocean
County (NJ) Chapter.

KATOOL, Albert A., of Bay St,
Louis, MS died Sept. 17, 2004. He was
82. During WWII, he served with the
AAF, 48™ Material Sq., 27™ BG. He
was captured on Bataan and held in
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Japanese POW camps for 3 % years.
He leaves his loving wife, Stephanie,
numerous nieces and nephews,
grand-nieces and grand-nephews
and his beloved poodle, Chree.

KELLOGG, Doreen, 82, of Broken
Arrow, OK passed away Nov. 10,
2004. She was a life member of
AXPOW and the Tulsa OK Chapter.
Doreen was the widow of ex-POW
Allen (Port) Kellogg. Other survivors
include 1 son and 4 grandchildren.
Port was in the 8™ AF, 38 1'BG, 531+
BS. He was confined in Stalag 7 A
and 17B.

KEMMER, Ed, “Space Patrol” TV star
and former POW, died Nov. 9, 2004
in New York. He was 84. During
WWII, Kemmer spent 11 months in
a POW camp in Germany after his P-
51 was shot down over France. He
is survived by his wife of 35 vears,
Fran Sharon, and three children.

KENNEY, Paul E,, 85, member of the
Greater Atlanta Chapter, AXPOW,
died Sept. 17, 2004. During WWII,
Paul served as a bombardier with
the 8" AF. He was shot down and
held in Stalag Luft III. He is survived
by his mother, his wife, Dorothy, 1
daughter, 2 sons, 2 brothers and 5
grandchildren.

KILMER, Al, 83, of Grandview, MO
passed away June 9, 2004. He
served as a B-17 pilot during WWII
with the 8™ AF, 401 BG, 614" BS.
He was shot down on May 30, 1944
and held until liberation. Survivors
include his loving wife of 58 years,
Florence, 1 daughter, 3 sons, 1 sis-
ter, 3 step-brothers and 5 grandchil-
dren.

KRECKLOW, Orville Lewis, of Red
Oak, Towa, passed away October
10, 2004. He served with the 34"
Div., 168™ Inf. He was captured by
Germans on Feb. 17, 1943, and
freed by the Russians May 5, 1945.
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He is survived by his wife of 58
years, Viola.

LASSMAN, Samuel M., age 85, of W.
Hartford, CT died Aug. 21, 2004. He
served with Co. L, 7" Inf., 3" Div. in
the [talian campaign and Southern
France invasion. He was held at
Stalags 2A, 2B and 13D. He was a
former member of the CT Chapter,
AXPOW. Survivors include his wife,
Beatrice, 1 son, 1 daughter and 4
grandchildren.

LENTZ, Mary Lou, 77, of Findlay, OH
died Oct. 20, 2004. She is survived
by her husband, Kenneth, 1 son, 1
daughter, 4 grandchildren, 2 great-
grandchildren and 3 sisters. She and
her husband were members of the
Northwest Central Ohio Chapter 7.

LEVY, David J., a resident of
Martinez, CA died October 25, 2004
at the age of 87. He volunteered for
the Army in April, 194 1. He was sta-
tioned at Hamilton Field with the
680th Ordnance Company, Aviation
Pursuit, and then assigned to the
Philippines. He was captured during
the fall of Bataan in 1942. After sur-
viving the Death March, Levy was
held prisoner in Manchuria where he
spent the remaining 3 1/2 years of
the war. He is survived by his wife,
Phyllis, 3 daughters, 4 step-daugh-
ters and 9 grandchildren. His first
wife, Corrinne, predeceased him.

MAURICE, Paul, of Biddeford, ME
passed away Sept. 22, 2003 at the
age of 79. He served with the Army
paratroopers during WWII. He was
wounded in Normandy and held in
a German POW camp for 8 months.
Survivors include his loving wife of
57 years, Yolande, 1 son, 2 daugh-
ters, 1 brother, 7 grandchildren, 1
great-grandchild and several nieces
and nephews.

McCLAIN, William Albert, of
Norcross, Georgia, died October 21,
2004. A veteran of World War Il and
the Korean War, he was captured
and held as a POW near the Yalu
River in North Korea for 34 months.
He was preceded in death by his
wife, Elizabeth. Both were life mem-
bers of AXPOW.

MESSLER, Loval, of Fort Wayne,
Indiana, died in October, 2004. A
member of the Old Fort Chapter, he
was an Air Force veteran of World
War II, shot down over Germany and
was a POW for 16 months. He is
survived by his wife of 61 years,
Jean.

MILLER, Charles M., of Elkhart, IN
passed away Sept. 22, 2004. Dur-
ing WWII, he served with the 15™ AF,
455™M BG, 741 BS. His B-24 “The Se-
cret Weapon” was shot down and
he was held at Stalag 3 and 7A be-
fore being liberated. He leaves his
wife, Miriam, 2 sons, 5 daughters, 15
grandchildren, 3 great-grandchildren
and 1 sister.

MITCHELL, Charles, of Louisville,
Kentucky, died November 11, 2004.
He was a POW in Germany in Stalags
7A, 11A, and 13D. He is survived by
his wife of 57 years, Charline.

MYHR, Margaret, wife of Ellsworth
(Bud), members of American Ex Pris-
oners of War and Agua Fria Chap-
ter, Arizona died on November 7,
2004. Bud served in the European
Theater in the 94 Infantry Division
and was in Stalag 13C and 12A.

NELSON, George Bartel, of Rio
Vista, CA passed away June 28, 2004
at the age of 83. He served with the
4™ Marine Division - in Shanghai,
China, then the Bataan Peninsula,
and finally Corregidor. He was cap-
tured on May 8, 1942 and held in
various POW camps in the Philip-
pines and Japan. He leaves his wife,
Tina, 3 sons and 2 grandchildren. He
is also survived by numerous caring
family members.

RICCIO, Vincent J, age 83, of
Glastonbury, CT died Sept. 1, 2004.
He served with the 8™ AF, 95" BG
and was a POW at Stalag Luft 4. He
was a life member of CT Chapter,
AXPOW. He leaves his wife,
Kathleen, 1 son, 3 daughters, 1 step-
daughter and 7 grandchildren.

ROBINSON, Robert, 81, lifelong
resident of Chattanooga, TN died
Nov. 2, 2004. He was a flight engi-
neer and gunner on a B-17 in Europe
when he was shot down and impris-



taps continued

oned for seven months. Bob was a
past commander of the Chatta-
nooga Chapter, AXPOW. He is sur-
vived by his wife, Elizabeth, 1 step-
daughter, 1 brother, 1 sister and
several nieces and nephews,

RODICK, Raymond E., 82, of
Leawood, KS died Oct. 22, 2004. Ray
served in the Army during WWII - Co.
B, 275" Inf., 70™ Div. He was cap-
tured in France and held in Stalags
9B and 9A until liberation. Ray was a
very active member of the Heart of
America Chapter, AXPOW. He is sur-
vived by his beloved wife of 51
years, Betty, 3 sister, 3 brothers, 4
daughters and 10 grandchildren.

RUF, Ellsworth J. “Al”, of
Florissant, MO died Dec. 25, 2003.
He served with the 7" Army, 79™ Inf.
Div during WWIIL. Al leaves his be-
loved wife of 58 years, Ginny, 2
daughters, 6 sons and 9 grandchil-
dren.

SADLER, Robert J. of San Diego, CA
passed away Sept. 3, 2004. He was
84. Robert served with the 565™ BS,
389™ BG, 8" AF. His plane collided
with another on Nov. 13, 1943. He
was captured after bailing out and
held in Stalag 17-B. Survivors include
his beloved wife of 59 years, Geor-
gia, 1 daughter, 1 son, 4 grandchil-
dren and 5 great-grandchildren.

SIMONS, Ralph of Coweta, OK died
Oct. 7, 2004. He was a life member
of AXPOW and the Tulsa, OK Chap-
ter. Ralph served in the 8™ AF dur-
ing WWII. He also served in Korea.
He is survived by his wife, Jean, 3
daughters and 9 grandchildren.

SMITH, Betty Virginia, 77, of
Corriganville, MD passed away Aug.
5, 2004. During WWII, her late hus-
band, Elmer, served with the 106"
Div., 590™ Arty. He was held prisoner
in Stalag IVB. Betty was a member
of AXPOW and the Maryland West
Chapter. She is survived by two
daughters, four sisters and four
grandchildren.

SMITH, Roscoe C., member of the
Greater Tampa Bay Chapter,
AXPOW, died Sept. 16, 2004. He was
captured while serving with the
707" Tank Bn. on Dec. 20, 1944, His
wife, Margaret, predeceased him.
Survivors include his son, William.

STRODE-JACKSON, Denis G., age
85, of Mansfield, CT died Aug. 16,
2004. He was serving with the 180™
Inf., 45" Div. when he was captured
at Anzio. He was a POW at Stalag 2A.
Denis was a former member of the
CT Chapter, AXPOW. He is survived
by 2 sons, 1 grandson and 1 great-
grandson.

WADSWORTH, Violet E., widow of
the late Norris Wadsworth, passed
away July 20, 2004. She was 101
years old. Violet, Norris and their
daughter, Terry were civilian POWs
in Impalutao, “Happy Life Blues”
Davao and Santo Tomas in the Phil-
ippines. She forever expressed her
thankfulness to the troops who
rescued them. Violet was a long time
member of BACEPOW Chapter,
AXPOW. She is survived by her
daughter, Terry, 6 grandchildren, 23
great-grandchildren and 11 great-
great-grandchildren.

WARD, John Vernon, Jr., of Tampa,
FL died Oct. 27, 2004. John piloted
the B-24 “Maternity Ward” that
ditched in the Ionian Sea after suc-
cessfully bombing the Ploesti
oilfields. He and his co-pilot sur-
vived, floating 15 days on a rubber
life raft before reaching a Greek is-
land, and being imprisoned in Luft III
until liberation. Survivors include his
wife Betty Wilkins, 1 son and 1
daughter. He was a member of the
MacDill AFB Chapter, AXPOW.

WATKINS, Robert J. of Spring City,
PA died Aug. 17, 2004 at the age of
84. During WWII, he served with the
8™ AF in Europe. He was a member
of the Brandywine Chapter,
AXPOW. He is especially remem-
bered for his service to the South-
east PA Veterans Center, where he
aided in the operation of a wood-
working shop. He leaves his wife,
Sarah, 2 sons, 3 daughters and 8
grandchildren.

WENDT, Donald W., 83, of
Brookville, OH died Aug. 17, 2004.
His B-17 was shot down over Ger-
many and he was a POW for one
year. He was a member of the
Nassau-Suffolk (NY) Chapter,
AXPOW. Survivors include his wife
of 58 years, Barbara, 2 daughters, 5
grandchildren and 4 great-grandchil-
dren.

WESNER, Frank J., age 83, of
Wyndmoor, PA passed away July 25,
2004. He served with the AAF, 306™
BG, 369" BS. His B-17 was shot
downin 1943 and he was held pris-
oner in Stalag 17B until liberation.
Frank is survived by his loving wife
of 58 years, Pearl, 1 son, | daugh-
ter and 9 grandchildren.

WOLF, Irvin Norman, 81, of Bir-
mingham, AL, passed away on No-
vember 19, 2004. He served as the
top turret gunner on a B24 with the
15th Air Force, 485 Bomb Squadron,
and was shot down over Germany
in June, 1944. He was a POW at Luft
4 3 7A. . Heis survived by his wife,
Helene, son and daughter, four
grandchildren, and a sister. He was
amember of the Alabama Chapter,
AXPOW.

WOODS, Anna L, of Amlin, OH, died
November 3. She was the wife of
James W. Woods who served in
North Africa and who was in Stalag
7A. Jim has moved to 1317 Province
Lake Rd., S. Effingham, NH 03882.
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request for membership application
American Ex-Prisoners of War
Name:

Address:
City/State/Zip:

Membership is open to US Military and Civilians captured because of their US citizenship.

Do NOT send dues with this request Life Membership Rates
for an application Under 35 $360
36-50 $300
Mail to: 51-60 $180
American Ex-Prisoners of War 61 & over $120
3201 East Pioneer Parkway, #40 Spouse of life member  $ 40
Arlington, TX 76010-5936 Annual Membership Rates
Single Membership $ 30
(817) 649-2979 voice Husband & wife $ 40
(817)649-0109 fax

e-mail: axpow(@sbcglobal.net

Provided by: Prisoner of War Information System (POW-
IS) | ebite: : .Dd.CO

4 ( S (SN

A

Prisoner of War
certifiCate of Captivjty

PROVIDED BY:
PRISONER OF WAR INFORMATION SYSTEM
(POW-IS)
Website: www.powid.com
Order a Certificate of Captivity as a lasting memento
for family members. Various backgrounds based on
your POW experience.
Cost: $25 with photo/$20 without photo
For further details contact:
Steve Stofko: (703) 878-7882
15550 Golf Club Drive, Dumfries, VA 22026
Patti Leigh: www.patti8356@lyvahoo.com

Space provided
for vintage )
photo if desired
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new members

National Headquarters

3201 East Pioncer Parkway, Suite 40
Arlington, TX 76010: (817) 649-2979

Marsha.Coke@axpow.org

New Annual Members New Life Members

“Welcome Home”

David M. Stein
Tucson, AZ

15 AF 483 BG 817 BS
Luft 1, 7/44-5/45

Nicholas S. Rahal
Gail W.
Woodbury, CT
Field Artillery

7A, Oflag 64,
Luckenwalde
2/11/44-4/29/45

Jack C. Forte

Ann R.

Lombard, IL

15 AF 454 BG 357 BS
Luft 3, 13D, 7A
4/21/44-4/29/45

John S. Templin
Helen
Brookeville, MD
357 FG

Luft 3
10/44-3/45

Abby Claire Daniel
Irmo, SC
Granddaughter of
Charles R. Murray, ETO

Fugene J. “Vic" Hamons
Pakali J.

Ganado, TX

90 Inf Div

7A, 12A
7/23/44-4/26/45

Jearl Ray Roberson
West Tawakoni, TX
7 Div 31 Reg B. Co.
Death Valley, Camp 1
11/30/50-8/22/53

Rosie P. Wolfe
Breckenridge, TX
Widow of Everett B.
Stroud

3B, Prussia

1943-45

“Welcome Home”
*denotes new member

Glenn E. Stewart Sr.
Lodena 1873 38748
Brandon, MS

USMC, Mukden

John J. “Hop” Honan
Patricia A. 20983 38749
Johnson Creek, WI

423 Reg. 106 Div

94, 9B

Harold G. “Penny” Penne
Florence 21422 38750
Lisle, IL

Co. A 232 Reg. 42 Div.
11B, 5A

Roger E. Acker

Frances M. 38413 38751
Staten Island, NY

16 Inf. 1 Div.

Germany, 3/45-4/45

Roy L. Noble

Lorraine E. 38597 38752
Hamburg, NY

15 AF 461 BG 767 BS
Graz Austria, Wexler,
Nurnburg, Moosburg, 7A
1/11/45-4/29/45

Harold Deloss Monlux
Carol 38730 38753
Tulsa, OK

USAF Reserve 559 Tact
FS Cam Ranh Bay

Hanoi Hilton, Others
11/11/66-3/4/73

Donald L. Brazones
38754

Byron Center, MI

8 AF 91 BG

Luft 1

Robert T. Anderson
38755

Lodi, CA

28 Bomb, Clark Field, PI

Mindanao, Japan

Gary Richard Sigler

Chatham, IL

USAF

Hanoi Hilton, Zoo,
Dogpatch
5/1/67-3/4/73

Dona Rae Thomas
38757

Prince Frederick, MD

Widow of Melvin Earl

Thomas

O’Donnell, Cabanatuan,

Davao, Yokkaichi

Bobby Diane Webb
38758

Hurst, TX

Daughter of George

Webb, ETO

Charlotte Hoefling
38759

Howell, NJ

Widow of John ]J.

Hoefling, ETO

Hospital, Dresden, Liepsig

12/1/44-4/20/45

Geraldine Angarano
38760

Pinehurst, NC

Widow of Daniel ]J.

Angarano

17B  7/43-6/45

Iva Dell Hufstutler 38761
Ingram, TX

Widow of Raymond A.
Joy Samuelson 38762
Portland, OR

Widow of Orville M.
Samuelson

4B, Laz. 4A
1/13/45-4/15/45

Jacquelin B. Black 38763
Fortson, GA

Daughter of Jack
Batchelor

Oryoku Maru, Enoura
Maru, Brazil Maru

38756

Otis L. Williams
Louisville, KY
510 BS
Germany
11/11/44-5/45

38764

Michael S. Frangello
38765

Little Ferry, NJ

90 Div

Falkenburg, Germany

Marilyn McLaughlin

38766
Honolulu, HI
Widow of Charles D.
McLaughlin

Dulag Luft 3, 7A, 17
7/28/43-5/2/45

James R. Kirk 38767
San Antonio, TX

15 AF 96 BS 2 BG

Luft 4

Catherine Drake 38768

Richmond, VA
Widow of Welmont L.
Drake

18A, 4B

Leon James Combs
38769

Zephyr Hills, FL

36 Div 143 Inf.

2B, 4B

1/27/44-5/13/45
Zane Becker 38770
Canyonville, OR

Civilian, Wake Island,
PNAB

Woosung Kawasaki
Kiangwan Niigata

Robert A. Markevitch
38771

West Allis, WI

H-3-5 1 Marine Div

Bean Camp Mining
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new members cont...
Stephanie Katool 38772
Bay St. Louis, MS

Widow of Albert “Knuck-
les” Katool

Hirohata, Cabanatuan

Dorothy J. Chatman
38773

Chicago, IL

Widow of Carl Chatman

12A, 2A

Charline Mitchell
Louisville, KY
Widow of Charles
Mitchell

7A, 11A, 13D

38774

John Galbreath Dunn
38775

Miami, FL

NAM US Army DiLish Dist.

South Vietnam, Cambodia

3/68-2/73

James N. Gatch 38776

Summerville, SC

8 AF

Luft 4

5/12/44-5/2/45

Mario Antoci 38777

Carmel, NY

63 Inf. Div. 253 Bn. E Co.

| Plt.

Marched 3/12/45-5/45

Jerry “Commando” Quinci
38778

Floral Park, NY

110 Inf. 28 Div.

9B, 12/16/44-4/15/45

Harold W. Fitzner 38779
Belding, MI

8 AC 385 BG 549 BS
Luft 3, Nurnburg, 7A
10/44-4/29/45

Marvin K. Snyder 38780
Overland Park, KS

Army Infantry

13C, Wurzburg, Zell,
Work Camps
12/18/44-4/28/45
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Alan D. Gold 38781
Salida, CA

99 Inf. Div. 394 Inf. Reg.
Nurnburg, Hamelburg

Thomas M. Shive
San Diego, CA
15 AF

Luft 1
11/25/44-5/45

38782

Rosser E. Sohn
Vista, CA
USMC

Bilibid, Passay School,
Nichols Field,
Cabanatuan, Omuta
5/42-8/45

38783

Aniello A. Giordano
*38784

Brooklyn, NY

Co. G 142 Reg. 36 Div.

Baden Baden, 7A

2/1/45-5/8/45

Eleanor M. Durachko
*38785

Clarence, PA

Widow of Adolph D.

Durachko

11B

2/18/44-4/17/45

Nell K. Johnson *38786

Tifton, GA

Widow of Albert “Corky”

Johnson

379 BG 524 BS

7/25/43-5/29/45

Leonard O. Clarke
*38787

Eureka, CA

8 AF 49 BS 93 BG

Wetzlar, Transient, Luft 1

8/4/44-5/6/45

Edward H. Stachyra
*38788

Palos Hills, IL

8 AF 388 BG 560 BS

Dulag Luft, Frankfort,

Luft 1

9/28/44-5/45

Joseph J. Cucinotta
*38789

Gibbstown, NJ

36 Div. 143 Inf.

2B

Teresa J. Yap Lintz
*38790

Anchorage, AK

Daughter of Carlos Yap,

PAC

Jesse F. Moses *38791

Burley, ID

5 AF 461 BS

Luft 1

12/1/44-5/45

Rebecca V. Ferrer
Cipriano *38792 38793
Spanaway, WA

Daughter of Laur
Villagracia, PAC

Daniel M. Smith

Sharon A. *38794 38795
Tacoma, WA

Son of Douglas Morse,
PAC

Raymond F. Parker

Gail S. *38796 38797
Radnor, PA

513 HO Co. 1 Bn. 17 AB
Div.

4B, 8/44-6/45

Donald W. Elder

Susan D. *38798 38799
Altoona, PA
USAAF

178, 4/43-6/45

Antonio Marquez Alagao
Teresa Yu *38800 38801
Carson, CA

Co. C 12 Med.Bn.
O’Donnell, Tarlac
4/42-8/9/45

Joseph Twait

Bernice 38802 38803
Sandwich, IL

7A, 12A

Leo Spann

Charmaine 38804 38805
Mobile, AL

8 AF 44 BG

17B

Russell H. “Russ” Simons
Betty J. 38806 38807
Rocky River, OH

15 AF Flying Fortress
Pilot

Luft 3, 7A
9/10/44-4/29/45

Archie Sornberger
Beverly A. 38808 38809
Victoria, IL

8 AF 381 BG 534 BS

Luft 1

5/24/44-1/24/45

Leonard A. Turgeon
Evelyn E. 38810 38811
St. Petersburg, FL

Co. L 423 Reg. 106 Div.
9B

12/19/44-4/4/45

Robert J. Baker

Charlotte 38812 38813
Rochester, NY

381 BG

Luft 1, Dulag Luft
3/6/44-5/2/45

Robert G. Zimmerman
Marjorie 38814 38815
Atlantis, FL

15 AF 14 FG 37 FS
Shuman, Bulgaria
4/15/44-10/44

Robert B. Heer

Karen C. 38816 38817
Sequim, WA

30 BS 19 BG

Malaybalay, Bilibid,
Karenko, Heito, Taihoko,
Hakodate

Walter L. Wright

Dorothy M.38818 18819
Lake Oswego, OR
USAAC 387 BG 557 BS
Sagan, 7A
6/8/44-4/26/45

Lewis A. Sleeper, Jr.
Janice 38820 28821
Tucson, AZ

15 AF 97 BG

Bucharest

Harry H. McLane

Jean 38822 38823
Mesa, AZ

342 Inf. 86 Inf. Div.
Marched, 4/6/45-5/6/45

Richard E. Freeman, Sr.
Virginia S. 38824 38825
Webster, NY

461 BG 764 BS

Luft 1

7/25/44-5/30/45



Hold At All Cost

Their imprisonment was a direct result of their orders:
“Hold the line at all cost”

This 500 page book contains the combat and POW stories
written by 115 members of the 42nd Infantry “Rainbow"
Division as they fought
to stem the last German
offensive of WWII. The
“Cost" to these green
troops was months of
mistreatment and
starvation. They Lived to
tell their stories.

The book is $20 plus

$5 for shipping and
handling. Make checks
payable to “42nd Inf. Div,
Memorial Foundation.”

At All Cost

4Znd Rainbow Division

Send orders to:

John McGovern,
7052 Apple Creek Rd,
Sylvania, OH 43560.

20/30 drawing

Latest winners drawn in Arlington, Texas
1st Place 51,296 Leonard Rose, Lawrence, IN
2nd Place $972 Ely Korman, Scarsdale, NY
3rd Place S648 Debbie Lyon, Rowlett, TX
4th Place 5324 Robert Vorphal, Chicago, IL

These drawings help raise money needed for our operating expenses.
They allow our members to participate in a very worthwhile project,
while giving them a chance to win. 50% of the donations will be
given to the General Fund and the other 50% are awarded as prizes.

The amounts are determined after all donations are received.
You do not have to be present to win,

Please make copies of the tickets on the other side and offer them to
your Chapter members, family and friends. We are asking $5.00 for 6
tickets.

These donations are not tax deductible. Fill out the tickets and send
them and your donations to:

National Headquarters ~50/50 Drawing
3201 E. Pioneer Pkway, #40
Arlington, TX 76010-5396.

Thank you for your support of this very worthwhile project

The 106th Infantry

Division Association

Organized at
Camp Lucky Strike 1945
active since 1946

If you are a former 106™ Infantry Division vet, were
attached to the 106th,a relative of a 106™ veteran, you

are eligible for membership in the Association.

Annual Dues $10.00 < > LIFE Membership $75.00

The CUB Magazine has been published every
quarter since August 1946.

Annual Reunions held yearly since 1947.

http://www.mm.com/user/jpk/membership.htm
Or contact John Kline, Membership Chairman
Past President “97-"98; Editor. The CUB since 1987
M Co., 423rd Inf Regiment
11 Harold Drive
Burnsville, MN 55337-2786
Phone: 952-890-3155
Email: jpki@mm.com
106th Home Pg‘gc: hitp://www.mm.com/user/jpk

Solid Bronze
Grave
Medallion

actual size: 4" diamerter x 3/8" thick
weight: 1 pound
content: copper 80%/zinc 4%/tin 6%/flead 4%

This is a non-profit endeavor for all Ex-Prisoners of War,
spouses, Narional Headquarters, Chapters, to get this
medallion on all Ex-POW markers or headstones. Contact
the next-of-kin and the cemetery to get their approval to
have these medallions put on the deceased ex-POW’s marker,
and have yours for when rhe time comes.

Outdoor grave medallion, drilled, tapped, & studded
$30.00 each

Name

Address
City/State/Zip
Make all checks and money orders payable to: Stalag Luft
IV. Send orders to: Grave Medallion, Leonard E. Rose,
8103 E. 50" St. Lawrence, IN 46226-2018.

The Board of Directors has given me approval to make
and sell these grave medallions,

*Check with your cemetery Ex-POW Bulletin
to make sure you can place January 2005
this medallion on the headstone. 39




American Ex-Prisoners of War
50/50 Drawing - March 2005
PLEASE PRINT

Name: Telephone: ()

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Here is my donation of $5.00 for 6 chances to win the drawing.
Prize amounts are determined by the total amount donated.
Mail your donation American Ex-Prisoners of War
and entry to: 50/50 Drawing
3201 E. Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40
Arlington, TX 76010-5396

You do not have to be present to win. Your donation is not tax deductible.

VOID WHERE PROHIBITED. Donation not required to enter.
Thank you for your support.

American Ex-Prisoners of War
50/50 Drawing — March 2005
PLEASEPRINT

Name: Telephone: ()

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Here is my donation of $5.00 for 6 chances to win the drawing,
Prize amounts are determined by the total amount donated.
Mail your donation American Ex-Prisoners of War
and entry to: 50/50 Drawing
3201 E. Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40
Arlington, TX 76010-5396

You do not have to be present to win. Your donation is not tax deductible.
VOID WHERE PROHIBITED. Donation not required 1o enter .
Thank you for your support.

American Ex-Prisoners of War
50/50 Drawing - March 2005
PLEASE PRINT

Name: Telephone: ()

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Here is my donation of $5.00 for 6 chances to win the drawing.
Prize amounts are determined by the total amount donated.
Mail your donation American Ex-Prisoners of War
and entry to: 50/50 Drawing
3201 E. Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40
Arlington, TX 76010-5396

You do not have to be present to win. Your donation is not tax deductible.

VOID WHERE PROHIBITED. Donation not required to enter.
Thank you for your support.

American Ex-Prisoners of War
50/50 Drawing -- March 2005
PLEASE PRINT

Name: Telephone: ()

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Here is my donation of $5.00 for 6 chances to win the drawing.
Prize amounts are determined by the total amount donated.
Mail your donation American Ex-Prisoners of War
and entry to: 50/50 Drawing
3201 E. Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40
Arlington, TX 76010-5396

You do not have to be present to win. Your donation 1s not tax deductible.
VOID WHERE PROHIBITED. Donation not required to enter.
Thank you for your support.

American Ex-Prisoners of War
50/50 Drawing —-March 2005
PLEASE PRINT

Name: Telephone: ()

Address:

City/State/Zip:
Here is my donation of $5.00 for 6 chances to win the drawing.
Prize amounts are determined by the total amount donated.
Mail your donation American Ex-Prisoners of War
and entry to: 50/50 Drawing
3201 E. Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40
Arlington, TX 76010-5396

You do not have to be present to win. Your donation is not tax deductible.

VOID WHERE PROHIBITED. Donation not required to enter.
Thank you for your support.
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American Ex-Prisoners of War
50/50 Drawing -- March 2005
PLEASE PRINT

Name: Telephone: ()

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Here 1s my donation of $5.00 for 6 chances to win the drawing.
Prize amounts are determined by the total amount donated.
Mail your donation American Ex-Prisoners of War
and entry to: 50/50 Drawing
3201 E. Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40
Arlington, TX 76010-5396

You do not have to be present to win. Your donation 1s not tax deductible.
VOID WHERE PROHIBITED. Donation not required to enter.
Thank you for your support.



American Ex-Prisoners of War Website Biography

www.axpow.org
If you are not a current member of AXPOW,

you must submit documentation of your POW status.

Name

Nickname

Address

City/State/Zip Telephone
Email

Conflict and Theater of Operation

Branch of Service Unit

Where were you captured? Date captured

POW camps you were held in

How long were you a POW? Date liberated

Medals received

Job in the military

After the war

Submit 1 or 2 photographs (color or black and white).

SEND TO: American Ex-Prisoners of War
3201 East Pioneer Parkway #40
Arlington, Texas 76010-5396
Please include your check for $65.

If you have any questions, please contact Clydie Morgan, National Adjutant, at 817-649-2979;
HQ®@axpow.org
Biography:(please type or print)
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Name Badge Order Form

Choice of attachment

(check one or we choose)
(m] Pin-on
=] Clip-on

Actual size of badge — 27 x 37
Print information below
First name

JOHN DOE

Chapter/City

Last name

City or Chapter

Name Badge with name & chapter or city

Cost of additional lines ($1.00 each)

*includes shipping/handling

Total cost of name badge  §

AXPOW Vest Order Form

Name
Address
City, State, Zip
Size (Men/coat, Women/chest measurement)
Long, Regular or Short
Name on front of vest

Chapter Name (back of vest)

Price: $50.00, includes shipping/handling

Please allow 8-10 weeks for delivery.

Mail orders to:

Ship to: AXPOW NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS

Street 3201 East Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40
: . Arlington, Texas 76010-5396

City/State/Zip
Official AXPOW Cap (specify size) 25.00 Vest Chainguard w/eagles 700 AXPOW Metal License Plate Frame 6.00
Maroon AXPOW Sport Cap 8.00 37 Blazer Patch 350 Aluminum License Plate 3.00
Eagle Sport Cap 9.00 4" Blazer Patch 3.50 3”7 Vinyl Decal 1.00
Vinyl Cap Bag 3.00 8" Blazer Patch 1000 37 Inside Decal 1.00
Basbed Wire pin 20 oTnsTRIPES (specify which title) 200 S Vinyl Decal 200
Life Member pin 400 B . 12" Vinyl Deeal 5.00

: Life Member - Chapter Commander o ;o
Crossed Flags Lapel pin 4.00 < . 2 e ) Bumper Sticker “Freedom Is Happiness 1.50
- Past Chapter Commander - Chapter Adj/Treas Chapter ; b =

Brooch pin 4.00 : ) = Bumper Sticker “Freedom — Ask us 1.50

5 i Adjutant - Chapter Treasurer
EX-POW pin (goldtonc) 400 : :

Logo pin 200 State Department Commander Memorial Seals
POW Stamp pin 5 50 Past State Dept. Commander - Department Adjutant 3 sheets, $1.00; 10 sheets, $3.00; 20 sheets,  5.00
Past Chapter Commander pin 400 i"{"f"&"{:ﬁx;:}?:ﬁ ’ LE; \I::; Co]r;:‘r:;;:(':;r AXPOW Daisies 1.50 dozen
Past Department Commander pin 4.00 o gt i s Inlots of 12 doz, (ic, 24, 36. 48, ctc.) 1.25 dozen
Eagle pin w/Barbed Wi, 700 Service Officer - Legislative Officer

e i 1 ire : 3 - Roor » Pas < < P 7o 1 - S <
(specify gold, silver or antique gold) Past Chapter Officer + Past Department Officer Wall Clock (battery included) 20.00
Necktie w/logo woven in fabric 20.00 12x18 inch American Flag 5.00  AXPOW Notecards (pkg of 25) 5.00
(specify regular or pre-tied) 12x18 AN-POW Graveside Flag 10.00 Special Prayer Cards (pkg of 25) 5.00
AXPOW Logo Bolo Tie 15.00 3x5 fi. AX-POW Flag w/3-color logo AXNPOW Prayer Book 2.00
U.S. Flag Bolo Tie 18.50 with fringe, indoor use 60.00  Ladies Prayer Book 1.00

Mini POW Medal Bolo Tie 20.00 with grommets, outdoor use 60.00  POW Medal Poster Print 5.00
Goldtone Bolo Bezel w/cord 9.00 Canvas Totebag w/4” logo 15.00  AX-POW Constitution & By-Laws 5.00
Logo Necklace & Pierced Earrings  10.00 “Speak Out™ Education Packet 6.00  POW Videotape — ETO or Pacific 11.00
27 Medallion (for plaque) 4.00

Now accepting Master Card/Visa

QUANTITY ITEM SIZE / COLOR PRICE
For orders up to 7.99, add $2.00; For orders 8.00 to 24.99. add $6.00 Shipping/HandIng/Insurance:

For orders 25.00 to 49.99, add $8.00; For orders 50.00 to 99.99. add $10.00 Total: $
For orders over 100.00, add $15.00 Checks/Money Order/Credit Card Accepted,
For credit card orders: Card # Expiration:

(Check one) Master Card Visa MAILTO:
Name AMERICAN EX-PRISONERS OF WAR
Address 3201 East Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40
City, State. Zi Arlington, Texas 76010-5396

¥ P 817-649-2979
Phone

axpowgmiaaol.com




Clockwise from top left: SVC
Gerald Harvey at Veterans Day
Ceremonies; Gerald & VA Sec-
retary Tony Principi; Joint meet-
ing of the Delta and the 49ers
Chapters on Nov. 13. There
were 61in attendance; Texas
Panhandle Chapter members
met in Dalhart to celebrate the
dedication of the Veterans Me-
morial; The Color Guard at at-
tention during the Colorado
Dept. Convention; Daytona
Beach VA Outpatient Clinic has
a special bench, honoring our
own Bruce & Sami Hall; Elwin
H. Duhl & Lila Williams of the
SW lowa Chapter meet Secretary
Principi.
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Yow love youwr country. Our
Austriowy Crystal Flag and,
USA ping are beatuiful wovyy
to- show your patriotism. They
make wonderful gifts ~ for
youwrself or someone yow love.
Americow Flag ~
$30.00 plus $4.00 s/h.

USA pirv ~$15.00 plus $4.00 sfh

Thank you for supporting the American Ex-POWS with your purchases of National Merchandise.

change of address st Subscription Rates -- non members

$20.00 per year

Include your mailing label for address change or
inquiry. If you are receiving duplicate copies, please Foreign subscriptions
send both labels. If moving, please give us your new $30.00 per year
address in the space provided. Now accepting MasterCard/Visa

) All orders for products sold by
Please print: AXPOW National Organization,
Name including dues/subscriptions
Address should be mailed to:
City/State/Zip
Phone ( ) American Ex-Prisoners of War

National Headquarters

3201 E. Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40
Arlington, TX 76010-5396

(817) 649-2979/ (817) 649-0109 fax
e-mail: HQ@axpow.org

No collect calls, please

Please allow 4 weeks to make address corrections.

Mail to: National Headquarters, AXPOW, 3201 E. Pioneer
Parkway, Suite 40, Arlington, TX 76010-5396

Or fax: (817) 649-0109

e-mail: Marsha@axpow.org
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