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My father, John H. Shortt, a prisoner in Germany for two years (Stalag IIIB),
received this drawing from a friend by the name of Curly. Curly had also
created these drawings for other guys in the camp, each time leaving off the
name of the person who received it. After my father passed away in October
2003, we found the cloth in an old ammo box that he had kept. I wonder if
anyone has other cloth drawings from WWIL. Terri Shortt. tshortt@sbandg.com.




national commander

James Coo[;er

This will be my last column as Na-
tional Commander. By the time
you read this, our National Conven-
tion in Denver will be nearly over

and we will have elected a new
National Commander.

It has been my distinct honor and
pleasure to represent the American
Ex-Prisoner of War Organization
this past year. Both Chonita and I
were blessed by the warm welcome
we received as we traveled across
the country representing AXPOW.
We visited with chapter and depart-
ment members who don’t make it
to National events. In every case,
we were received with friendship.
I know it was those who supported
me that made me look good.....from
our Board and Officers, Commit-
tees, National Headquarters, Bulle-

tin Editor and many others. I espe-
cially want to thank PNC Maurice
Sharp for his wisdom and guidance
throughout the year. Thank you
to those who questioned and dis-
agreed with me; I learned some-
thing from them as well.

If we want our great organization
to continue, we must make every
effort to work together. Our shared
experiences as POWs, our loving
families and friends have helped us
accomplish great things in the past.
With harmony and consideration,
we can continue.

Jim

The National Commander and the Board of Directors of
The American Ex-Prisoners of War
salute the hard work and dedication of the many people

who made The National POW/MIA Memorial a reality.

Riverside National Cemetery
22495 Van Buren Blvd. ~ Riverside, California
For additional information: Paul Adkins ~ Support Committee
Riverside National Cemetery (909) 957-3982
82ndmedic@earthlink.net
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{ axpow officers & directors 2004-2005

National Headquarters - Clydie J. Morgan, Adjutant
3201 E. Pioneer Pkwy, #40, Arlington, TX 76010
(817) 6&9-2979 (817) 649-0109 fax HQ@axpow.org

|Officers |
National Commander
James Cooper
PO Box 65
Douglas, AZ 85608
(520) 364-8582; (520) 805-9401 fax
jeoopdogaz(@yahoo.com

National Senior Vice Commander
Gerald Harvey
1504 West 5th St.
Sedaha, MO 65301
(660) 827-2178
(660) 827-6186

National Treasurer
Sonnie Bill Mottern
706 1/2 North Lynn Avenue
Elizabethton, TN 37643
(423) 543-3135; (423) 543-6221 fax
battery(@preferred.com

National Judge Advocate
PNC Richard M. Throckmorton
6530 Saulsbury Court
Arvada, CO 80003
(303) 422-2941; (303) 432-7497 fax
jeanneandrichard@aol.com

National Chaplain
John Romine
1609 S. 23rd Street
Rogers, AR 72756
(479) 636-2287

Jr. Vice Commanders
Richard Manners - Eastern Zone
190-10 Gibson Blvd.
Clark, NJ 07066-1452
(732) 382-5847

Robert W. Fletcher - Central Zone
1331 S. Zeeb

Ann Arbor, Michigan 48103
734-663-8649; 734-663-4960 (fax)

cefletch@umich.edu

Isaac Ornelas - Western Zone
1324 Falcon Ave.

Bakersfield, CA 93304

(661) 836-1630; (661) 836-1630 fax
vornelas(@aol.com

Committee addresses appear
with their columns

North East Region
Charles Susino
136 Jefferson Street
Metuchen, NJ 08840
(732) 549-5775

Laura McIntyre

PO Box 475

Hardwick, MA 01037

(413) 477-8260 (413) 477-0172 fax
expow62a(@tastdial.net

East Central Region
William J. Richardson
5125 Lake Valley Drive
Fayetteville, NC 28303
(910) 864-7318; (910) 487-5100 fax
(910) 867-0359 office
wrichardsonjr@nc.rr.com

Warren G King, Sr.

1015 Mitchell Rd.
Nashwille, TN 37206-1113
(615) 226-7811

Southeast Region
Charles M. “Charlie” Hill
729 Olive Street
Columbia, SC 29205-1853
(803) 799-0202
mercha(@bellsouth.net

Edward L. DeMent

8735 Doral Oaks Dr., #1617
Temple Terrace, FL. 33617

(813) 985-3783; (813) 989-8871 fax
deme8805@aol.com

North Central Region
Carroll Bogard
726 N. Carolina Place
Mason City, IA 50401
(641) 424-4870

Kenny H. Hanson

9401 Lyndale Ave. S #228
Bloomington, MN 55420
(952) 888-2703
khanson95@mn.rr.com.

Senior Director, F. Paul Dallas
916 Bingham Dr.

Fayetteville, NC 28304

(910) 867-2775, (910) 867-0339 fax
threatt273(@aol.com

| Directors Mid-Central Region
Leonard E. Rose

8103 E. 50th Street

Lawrence, IN 46226

(317) 546-1860; (317) 546-3806 fax
lerose(@comcast.net

Grover L. Swearingen

408 Fair Park Avenue

West Union, OH 45693
(937) 544-2459 phone & fax
db6194(@dragonbbs.com

South Central Region
William E. Roberts
408 Fenwick Dr.
Windcrest, TX 78239
(210) 655-2293
rx8707@juno.com

Jim Clark

214 Oakdale

Bastrop, LA 71220-2330
(318) 281-5505 phone & fax
jaclark@bayou.com

Northwest Region
Herbert C. Kirchhoff
2910 Fernan Ct.
Coeur d’Alene, ID 83814-5804
(208) 667-6716
herbertkirchhoffi@hotmail.com

Bonnie Sharp

9716 54th Street CT West
University Place, WA 98467-1118
(253) 565-0444
SHARP1955(@msn.com

Southwest Region
William Manda
6649 E. Cooper
Tucson, A7 85710
(520) 747-1576
sgtmanda(@aol.com

Lucien George Bergez

4033 Huron Avenue

Culver City, CA 90232

(310) 839-7278, (310) 839-0540 fax

lgbergez(@aol.com
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From the Editor~

As [ was finishing up this month’s Bulletin, horrific images were coming out
of the Gulf in the wake of Hurricane Katrina.

Louisiana...Mississippi...Alabama...whole cities destroyed. And unlike four
years ago, there was no handy terrorist target on which to vent our grief and
frustrations. We have chapters in the area...friends and family...all out of
reach. Frankie Petty is safe in Georgia. Sandi Beaudoin is in Mobile, but her
momma was in a nursing home in Biloxi - one of the hardest hit areas. We
haven’t heard word about Sid and Belle Hecker and the hundreds of others
who were in the wake of the storm.

We can only hope they made it to safety.

Then, too, there are the thousands others who we may not know personally
— parents and children who were evacuated to other states. Their grief and
fear is etched on their faces as television cameras bring the devastation home
to the world.

No matter what our differences...no matter what our beliefs...please pray for
them all.

Cheryl

Front Cover: New Orleans, LA, August 31, 2005 — Members of the FEMA
Urban Search and Rescue Task Force begin their mission to assist residents
affected by Hurricane Katrina. New Orleans is being evacuated due to flood-
ing caused by hurricane Katrina.

Photo by Jocelyn Augustino/FEMA

CORRECTION:

BYRNE, John (Jack), formerly of Detroit, MI, now of Punta Gorda, FL died
June 20, 2005. He was 84 years old. During WWII he served with the 376"
BG (Heavy), 515™ BS, stationed in Italy. After being shot down, he spent 15
months in Luft 1. He was a member of the Peace River Chapter, AXPOW. He
is survived by his loving wife of 60 years, Shirley, 1 daughter, 1 son and 6
grandchildren.

EX-POW Bulletin (ISSN 0161-7451) is published monthly except for a combined issue in November/December by the American Ex-Prisoners of War, 3201 E.
Pioneer Pkway, Arlington, TX 76010. Periodical postage paid at Arlington, TX and additional mailing offices. Postmaster: send address changes to EX-POW Bulletin,
AXPOW Headquarters, 3201 E. Pioneer Pkwy. Suite 40, Arlington, TX 76010-5396. Founded April 14, 1942, in Albuquerque, NM, then known as Bataan Relief
Organization, Washington State non- profit corporation, “ American Ex-Prisoners of War”, October 11, 1949, recorded as Document No. 133762, Roll 1, Page 386-
392. NONPROFIT CORPORATION. Nationally Chartered August 10, 1982. Appearance in this publication does not constitute endorsement by the American Ex-
Prisoners of War of the product or service advertised. The publisher reserves the right to decline or discontinue any such advertisement.
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sr. vice commander

Gerald chr

Our National AXPOW Convention is
upon us. [hope to see you there.
Denver is in a beautiful part of our
nation. I hope you will have a
chance to do some sight seeing.

At the last four department con-
ventions that I have attended, it
was obvious that we are all getting
older and we are finding it diffi-
cult to find officers to do the nec-
essary jobs. We are recycling more
people all of the time. If present
or former officers are willing to fill
an office, vote for them. If neces-
sary, combine or eliminate some of

the jobs.

I am trying to make it easier for
you to get in touch with me when
you need to.

(1) 660-827-2178 is my
telephone number. This is a direct
line and has an answering machine.

(2) 660-826-7801 - This
is a new number. Itis adirectline
that goes only to the fax machine.

(3) My Email address is
gereun@iland.net.  We have a
spam and virus filter that causes
the computer to reject some
email. Questionable mail may go
to the Spam Box for us to decide if
we want to open it. We do not
open forwarded mail even if we
know who it is from. We do not
know where it came from. ' There
are some enclosures that our com-
puter can not open. This is usu-
ally because we do not have the
software in which it is written.

(4) If all of these fail be-
cause we, are not at home, contact
headquarters at 817-649-2979.
When I am away, they will know
where [ am and how to get in touch
with me.

I want you to share with me your
needs and those of your chapter

and your state department.

The Heart of America Chapter
which has both Kansas and Mis-
souri members meets in Kansas
City, Missouri. They have recently
set up a chapter web site. Their
web address is
www.heartofamericapow.com.

They are interested in knowing if
other chapters or departments
have web sites. If you do, let oth-
ers know. Many of our people use
the internet and this is a good way
to learn about other chapters and
what they are doing. The contact
person for the Heart of America
web site is George Lesko, phone
816-246-0022, email
george@georgelesko.com. You
can also get a lot of information
about our national organization on
the official AXPOW web site.

That address is www.axpow.org.

Let’s all hang in there and keep on
going. We have a great organiza-
tion. Every day we have remain-
ing is a great day.

GERALD

= e

national adjutant

Clydie J. Morgan
HQ®@axpow.org

When vou read this, our National
Convention in Denver, CO will be
nearly over. New officers will have
been elected, and they will be
charged with working for the good
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of our organization and our mem-
bers. Seek them out as they travel
throughout the country. Ask ques-
tions. And thank them for their
service to AXPOW. Their dedication
and spirit of volunteerism keeps us
strong.

As this is being written, a devas-
tating Act of God in the form of
Hurricane Katrina has virtually de-
stroyed sections of the country.
Family, friends and members lost
everything - in some cases, even
their lives. Please keep them in your
prayers as they rebuild. If you know
of anyone who was affected, please
drop us aline to let us know if they
are safe. Frankie Petty and Sandi
Beaudoin managed to get out in
time; we haven't heard from many
others. We received word from our
direct mail house that the 2006 cal-
endars cannot be mailed to zip

codes in the affected areas. Our
thoughts and prayers are with the
victims and their families.

If you are an annual member,
please get your dues in for next
year. The January 2006 issue of the
Ex-POW Bulletin will be your last
issue if you have not renewed your
dues.

Clydie, Sally, Marsha & Donna
Your National Headquarters




civilian committee
Ted Cadwallader - Chairman

9501 Nut Tree Ct.

Elk Grove, CA 95624

(916) 685-5369

deadwall@aol.com

by Sascha Jean Jansen

“Welcome to America, folks!”
“You are now on U.S. soil *

With this wonderful refreshing
welcome, we stepped on the prop-
erty of the United States Embassy
in Manila, the guests of Ambassa-
dor Francis Ricciardoni and his
staff.

The fifty something group of ex-
internees, POWS, liberators and
veterans with family members,
were in Manila for the 60" Anni-
versary of the Battle for Manila. We
were thrilled with our invitation
and our tour was a surprising and
fulfilling journey into the past.

The forerunner of the U.S. Embassy
in Manila was the American High
Commission Office built on this
same property on Manila Bay - an
outstanding edifice on the famous
Dewey Blvd..

Completed in 1940, it stood, with-
out apology, as an American Fed-
eral Government building, as
American in character as it could
be. It was built as a modern devel-
opment of the old colonial design,
suggesting strength, dignity, stabil-
ity and purity of line. Referred to
as “indestructible” of fire, typhoon,
carthquake and bombing, she was
a queen among the grandest of
dames. To the U.S. High Commis-
sioner, Frances P. Sayre, it was sim-
ply called, “The House.”

On this day, as we strolled these
cool halls in this magnificent struc-
ture worthily representing Ameri-
can presence and influence in this
our adopted country, we were
learning many things.

Just last year, The Embassy saw fit
to dedicate some rooms of histori-
cal presence at “the house,” by pay-
ing tribute to four extraordinary
civilian individuals. We'll talk about
two of them this month; the next
issue will complete the tribute.

In choosing them, the staff consid-
ered three criteria. Since this is the
U.S. Embassy, they had to be Ameri-
can. Secondly they wanted those
selected to be great Americans, not
famous ones. They wanted to
honor those who were not as well
known as General MacArthur, but
none the less deserving of this
great recognition.

Lastly, they wanted these individu-
als to have a special connection and
bond to the Philippines.

When we arrived at this elegant, but
simply appointed ball room, we
were reminded of great people in
time who graced these Romblon
halls. Many Presidents, high Mili-
tary heroes, artists of note, literary
geniuses, sports figures and com-
mon men have passed through.
Here too was the sight of General
Yamashita's famous war trial, ulti-
mately sentencing him to death.
Today, we learn, this historical ball-
room has been dedicated to a civil-
ian, well known for his heroic deeds
during WWIL

“Chick Parsons.”

Charles Parsons, Jr. ( Chick ) came
from America to the Philippines in
his fifth year. Throughout his adult
years his highly developed busi-
ness interests took him on an ex-
tensive journey in his newly
adopted country making Chick the
reigning expert on Philippine his-
tory and lore.

On the start of WWII, he and his
family managed to get back to the
United States. But, Chick couldn’t
sit still. He had to get back to the
Philippines and volunteered to re-
turn. His numerous secret subma-
rine missions and vast knowledge
of the intimacies of the Philippines
was a plus in his return. His net-

working with local contacts en-
abled Chick to support and com-
municate effectively with country
wide guerrilla units. Chick was a
household word in the Far East and
in the annals of U.S. history. He is
a strong reminder of those heroes
of WWII who selflessly gave to two
countries. After the war, he contin-
ued his businesses in his beloved
Philippines where he chose to live
out his life.

Claire Phillips - “High Pockets.”
When Manila was under the Japa-
nese Imperial Army in 1942, a
woman by the name of Claire
Phillips owned and operated a
cabaret not far from the High
Commissioner’s Office, named,
“Club Tsubaki.” To save the man
she loved, and with a burning de-
sire to be part of the war effort,
Claire immediately switched gears
forward. Her determination to ex-
tract valuable information from the
enemy and pass it on to U.S. intel-
ligence and Filipino guerrillas, was
paramount.

Using her club to spy on the Japa-
nese customers proved to be a
huge bonus for the war effort. She
dipped deep in the well of infor-
mation Tsubaki afforded her, thus
she accomplished much and was
known by her code name, “High
Pockets.” This code name was be-
stowed upon Claire as a euphe-
mism for her brassiere, where she
would hide coded messages.

Her double life eventually caught
up with her when she was arrested
and tortured by her captors.

After the war, Claire co-authored a
book about her war time experi-
ences and later her book was dra-
matized into a movie of note. We
found ourselves in the prestigious
Claire Phillips Room which stands
today as the Chancery Conference
Room.

to be continued...
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Les Jackson, Executive Director
National Capitol Office
1722 Eye Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20421
PO Box 30324, Bethesda, MD 20824
(202) 530-9220; (202) 223-8818 fax
(301) 951-0048 home; e-mail: lesjax@ecarthlink.net

on capitol hill

Charles Stenger, Ph.D, Legislative Co-Chairman
5709 Brewer House Circle, Rockville, MD 20852

(301) 231-7555

Mary Rolen, Legislative Co-Chairman
7450 Spring Village Dr. CC510
Springfield, VA 22150

(703) 923-9444

I remember Peter Jennings. I re-
member our conversations when I
spent the better part of a day with
him over a year ago while we were
taping an interview about prison-
ers held at Guantanamo Bay. I re-
member how impressed I was with
his knowledge of the Geneva Con-
ventions and most particularly his
knowledge of The American Ex-
Prisoners of War; so much so, at
one point [ commented, “You cer-
tainly did your homework. Where
did you learn about our organiza-
tion?” His quick reply, “The
Internet.” “Of course”, I muttered.
Because he felt this subject was of
such great importance, he was not
going to cover it in his evening
broadcast World News Tonight”. He
was going to expand it into a full
one-hour special. He went on to say
that the European media was giv-
ing it much more coverage than the
American press and television and
he was going to do a little “catch-
ing up” with an in-depth study of
the situation.

He was thorough. He asked tough
questions. He was as prepared as
he could possibly be. He was com-
pletely familiar with the Supreme
Court cases. He was familiar with
all 24 Amici Curiae (Friend of the
Court) briefs that had been filed on
behalf of the prisoners, especially
mine. He was tough. He would read
a passage from my brief, then look
me right in the eye and say “What
did you mean by that?” Or “Why
do you believe that?” He wanted to
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get inside my head, and he did.
With all his toughness, he was the
consummate gentleman, careful
not to offend but determined to
“get the story”. That is the hallmark
of a professional. When we, were
done, he invited me to join him and
his producer for lunch at Kincade's,
a nearby restaurant, which was
much more relaxed indulging in
small talk and a hamburger.

Over the next few days as the foot-
age was being edited, the producer
Kept me posted. After about the
third phone call, I was told “The
Guantanamo story just got hotter
with the disclosure of allegations
of mistreatment and torture of
some of those prisoners.” To make
room for bigger, more timely news,
I ended up on the cutting room
floor. Peter Jennings not only knew
where the news was, but also where
it was going to be. He was working
on this story before it broke.

Our organization is The American
Ex-Prisoners of War and the care
and welfare of American former
POWs .is our primary thrust, but
that does not preclude us from
coming to the assistance of POWs
of other nations where we may be
able to help. We did just that with
a group of Moroccan POWs (See
page 8, July Bulletin). Hundreds of
Moroccan soldiers who had been
held as prisoners of war for de-
cades were returning home. The
first of two US military chartered
aircraft brought 404 former pris-
oners of war to freedom. The sec-
ond filled to capacity followed a
day later, August 19. They were
being flown home under the aus-
pices of the International Commit-
tee of the Red Cross. The transfer

was overseen by Senator Richard
Lugar (R-IN), Chairman of the Sen-
ate Foreign Relations Committee.
The next day, Johnnie told me to
take the call on line #1; it is the
Moroccan Embassy. “Mr. Jackson,
Ambassador Mekouar wishes to
speak with you”. He was a most
gracious gentleman as you would
expect an Ambassador to be. His
extreme happiness came through
the phone, not only in words but
the joy with which he spoke them.
He thanked The American Ex-Pris-
oners of War for the part we played
in getting his people released. It is
a great boost when a Service Of-
ficer receives thanks for a job well
done on an individual claim. I call
that “psychic income”. What is it
when a whole Nation gives you
thanks?

Les

Veterans Affairs
Committees

REPRESENTATIVES
Republican

Steve Buyer (IN) Chairman

(202) 225-5038

Democrat

Lane Evans (IL) Ranking

Member (202) 225-9756

SENATORS

Republican

Larry E. Craig (ID) Chairman
(202) 224-2752

Democrat

Daniel Akaka (HI) Ranking
Member

(202) 224-6361




Doris Jenks, National
Service Director~ Training
1120 Daleside Lane

New Port Richey, Fl. 34655

(727) 372-7238 - Home

(727) 319-5914 - Office
dorisjenks@juno.com

Rachel Brink, the Former Prisoner of
War Co-ordinator of James Haley
V.A.in Tampa has informed us of the
following:

The newest patient medical record
software CPRS (Computerized
Patient Record System), is being
utilized now by VA Hospitals and
Clinics nationwide.

This software system allows
physicians and other clinicians to
have instant access to all patient
information, including progress
notes, x-rays, labs, medications, etc.
Patient medical records from other
VA facilities can be accessed as well.
This will hopefully prevent the loss
of valuable patient information and
will eventually replace the need to
mail patient records when veterans
transfer from one facility to
another.

As remarkable as this system s, itis
bound to have some difficulties.

One of the problems is that there
is alimited amount of administrative
information that can be accessed at
this time.

For veterans that are 60% or 70%
service-connected with Individual
Unemployability, their IU
designation is not included.
Therefore, when accessing their
record, it may appear they are not
100% service-connected. This is

particularly important to those
individuals who are 60% Plus IU, as
they may appear to not be eligible
for certain benefits, including long-
term care. It is important to be
aware of this shortcoming in the
system, so if a former POW is
questioned about his level of
compensation, he may direct the
care provider to check the older
patient record software program,
VISTA. VISTA does include all
registration information, including
the TU designation.

Rachel also informed us, shortly the
new V.A. cards being issued will be
able to include “POW” under your
photo as well as “service-
connected.”

Some other points I have received
questions about:

1) The check which is deposited on
the 1st of every month, whether for
the veteran or a widow, is for the
previous month. Therefore, if a
veteran dies on the 3rd of the
month, for example, this check does
not have to be returned to the VA
as it was for the previous month
and he was alive on the 1st of the
month when the check was
received or direct-deposited.

2) Nursing Care - veterans with at
least 70% service connected
compensation or at least 60% with
Individual Unemployability are
entitled to nursing care with a VA
contracted nursing home. To access
the list of eligible nursing homes in
your area, ask the Former POW Co-
ordinator or a Social Worker at the
nearest VA Medical Center or
Outpatient Clinic.

3) SBP, Survivors Benefit Protection
- Those widows whose husbands
were retired military and paying for
SBP for them and are then awarded
DIC from the V.A., are entitled to a
full refund of the premiums their
husbands paid for SPB. This refund
will be subject to taxes.

National Service Officers in Texas
not included in the July Bulletin:

Lydia Caroline Edwards
816 8th St.

P.O. Box 190
Wolfforth, Tx. 79382
(806) 866-4994

Margaret W. and Bill E. Fabian
1000 Camelot Dr., #6332
Harlington, Tx. 78550
(956)425-1747

Jorge 1. Guerra
P.O.Box 877
Roma, Tx. 78584
(956) 849-1703

Linda Hodges

1645 Sunset Dr. #29
San Angelo, Tx. 76904
(325)944-2108

Willis T. Jones

111 Durango Trail
Georgetown, Tx. 78628
(512) 869-8637

Victor Polanco IV
P. O.Box 12277
Austin, Tx. 78711

Gary S. Rommelfanger

Veterans County Service Officer
111 West Beauregard Ave.

San Angelo, Tx. 76903
(325)659-6561

Wilton L. Tawwater
1305 Ennis
Plainview, Tx. 79072
(806) 296-5691

Charles V. and Stella F. Webb
218 CR 459

Ballinger, Tx. 76821

(325) 365-5306

Thanks

Doris Jenks
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pow medsearch

Marsha Coke, Chairman
e-mail: Marsha.Coke@axpow.org

Office hours: 9-3 Monday-Friday

3201 East Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40

Arlington, TX 76010-5396

(817) 649-2979; (817) 649-0109 fax

Packet #5 (What Every POW’s Wife Should Know Before She is Your Widow) has been updated again, with much time and effort
on the part of Marlene Agnes, to include the most recent laws and benefits published. The packet (approximately 110 pages)
may be purchased from National Headquarters. Cost of the updated packet is $15.00~includes S/H.

Agent Orange and
type 2 diabetes

Type 2 diabetes is the most com-
mon form of diabetes. In type 2 dia-
betes, either the body does not
produce enough insulin or the cells
ignore the insulin. Insulin is neces-
sary for the body to be able to use
sugar. Sugar is the basic fuel for the
cells in the body, and insulin takes
the sugar from the blood into the
cells. When glucose builds up in the
blood instead of going into cells, it
can cause two problems:

Right away, your cells may
be starved for energy.

Over time, high blood
glucose levels may hurt your eyes,
Kidneys, nerves or heart.

Finding out you have diabetes can
be frightening. But don't panic. Type
2 diabetes is serious, but people
with diabetes can live long, healthy,
happy lives.

Vietnam veterans with type 2 diabe-
tes are eligible for disability compen-
sation from the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs (VA) based on their
presumed exposure to Agent Or-
ange or other herbicides.

In 2000, the VA added type 2 diabe-
tes to the list of “presumptive dis-
eases associated with herbicide
exposure.” That action followed a
report from the National Academy
of Sciences that found “limited/sug-
gestive” evidence of an association
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between the chemicals used in her-
bicides during the Vietham War, such
as Agent Orange, and type 2 diabe-
tes.

The evidence of a link between ex-
posure to Agent Orange (or dioxin,
the problematic contaminant in
Agent Orange) and diabetes is mod-
est. Most of the association be-
tween Agent Orange and diabetes
comes from studies of people who
lived near or worked at manufactur-
ing plantsthat produced large quan-
tities of Agent Orange dioxin.

In those cases, there appears to be
some relationship between Agent
Orange exposure and increased in-
sulin resistance, the precursor to
type 2 diabetes.

In general the exposure that Viet-
nam veterans had to Agent Orange
was much less than in the popula-
tions studied by scientists. Still, the
VA has added diabetes to the list
of conditions for which Vietnam vet-
erans are eligible for disability com-
pensation.

What is Agent
Orange and what
is dioxin?

Agent Orange was a herbicide used
in Vietnam to kill unwanted plants
and to remove leaves from trees
which otherwise provided cover for
the enemy. In the 1970s some vet-
erans became concerned that ex-
posure to Agent Orange might
cause delayed health effects. The
concern about Agent Orange fo-
cuses not on the active ingredient,
an herbicide with little or no effect
on animals, but on a trace contami-

nant in the herbicide, dioxin. Stud-
ies have shown that dioxin and di-
oxin-like compounds (DLCs) can
cause a variety of illnesses in labo-
ratory animals. More recent studies
have suggested that the chemical
may be related to a number of types
of cancer and other disorders.

In 1978, the Veterans Administration
set up the Agent Orange Registry
health examination program for Viet-
nam veterans who were concerned
about the possible long-term medi-
cal effects of exposure to Agent
Orange. Vietnam veterans who are
interested in participating in this
Agent Orange program should con-
tact the nearest VA medical center
for an examination.

Veterans who participate in the
Agent Orange examination program
are asked a series of questions
about their possible exposure to
herbicides or Agent Orange in Viet-
nam. A medical history is taken, a
physical examination is performed,
and there is a series of basic labo-
ratory tests.

If medically required, consultations

with other health specialists are
scheduled. However, no special
Agent Orange tests are offered
since there is no test to show if any
individual veteran’s medical problem
was caused by Agent Orange or
other herbicides used in Vietnam.

There are tests that show body di-
oxin levels, but such tests are not
done by the VA because there is a
serious question about their value
to veterans. The VA simply makes a
presumption of Agent Orange ex-
posure for Vietham veterans.

In its 1994 report on Agent Orange,
the National Academy of Sciences
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(NAS) concluded that individual di-
oxin levels in Vietnam veterans are
usually not meaningful because of
background exposures to dioxin,
poorly understood variations
among individuals in dioxin metabo-
lism, relatively large measurement
errors, and exposure to herbicides
that did not contain dioxin.

Benefits of the
Agent Orange
examination

The veteran is informed of the re-
sults of the Agent Orange examina-
tion during a personal interview and
gets a follow-up letter further de-
scribing the findings. Each veteran
is given the opportunity to ask for
an explanation and advice. Where
medically necessary, a follow-up
examination or additional laboratory
tests are scheduled. The examina-
tion and tests sometime reveal pre-
viously undetected medical prob-
lems.

These discoveries permit veterans
to get prompt treatment for their
illnesses. Some veterans feel they
are in good health, but are worried
that exposure to Agent Orange and
other substances may have caused
some hidden illness. The knowledge
that a complete medical examination
does not show any problems can
be reassuring or helpful to Registry
participants. All examination and test
results are Kept in the veteran’s
permanent medical record. These
data are entered into the VA Agent
Orange Registry.

Vietnam veterans can get medical
treatment for Agent Orange-related
illnesses. Under Section 102, Public
Law 104-262, the Veterans’ Health
Care Eligibility Reform Act of 1996,
the VA shall furnish hospital care
and medical services, and may fur-
nish nursing home care to veterans
exposed to herbicides in Vietnam.
There are some restrictions. The VA

cannot provide such care for a 1)
disability which VA determines did
not result from exposure to Agent
Orange, or 2) disease which the NAS
has determined that there is “lim-
ited/suggestive” evidence of no
association between occurrence of
the disease and exposure to a her-
bicide agent.

The VA pays disability compensation
to Vietnam veterans with injuries or
illnesses incurred in or aggravated
by their military service. Veterans do
not have to prove that Agent Or-
ange caused their medical problems
to be eligible for compensation.
Rather, the VA must determine that
the disability is “service-connected.”

A Veterans Services Representative,
at a VA medical center or regional
office, can explain the compensa-
tion program in greater detail and
assist veterans who need help in
applying. For more information
about the VA’s Agent Orange Pro-
gram, call the toll-free helpline 1-
800-749-8387. For disability com-
pensation program information, call
toll-free 1-800-827-1000.

We would encourage any veteran
with in-country Vietnam service and
diagnosed diabetes mellitus to con-
tact his or her local VA. office for
information and assistance on ap-
plying for benefits. Or you may ap-
ply: http://vabenefits.vba.va.gov/

Compensation
& Pension
Examination

Diabetes Mellitus

When a Diabetes Mellitus examina-
tion is requested, begin with this
worksheet. For each diabetic com-
plication manifested by the veteran,
complete appropriate additional
worksheets.

Chronic complications from diabe-
tes include vascular and nonvascular
complications. Vascular complica-
tions include microvascular (eye dis-
ease, neuropathy, nephropathy) and
macrovascular complications (coro-
nary artery disease, peripheral vas-
cular disease, cerebrovascular dis-
ease). Nonvascular complications
include gastroparesis, sexual dys-
function, and skin changes.

Reference: Harrison’s Principles of
Internal Medicine, 2001, page 2119.

A. Review of Medical Records:

B. Medical History (Subjective
Complaints):

As pertains to Diabetes Mellitus or
its complications, comment on:
1. Age of onset.

2. Frequency of ketoacidosis
or hypoglycemic reactions.

3. Hospitalizations per year for
ketoacidosis or hypoglyce-
mic reactions.

4, Restricted diet.

5. Weight loss or gain since last
exam.

6. Describe any restriction of

activities on account of the
diabetes (e.g., avoiding
strenuous activity to pre-
vent hypoglycemic reac-
tions).

~

Treatment - oral hypoglyce
mic, insulin (frequency of in-
jections).

8. Frequency of visits to dia-
betic care provider.

9. Other symptoms, such as
anal pruritus, loss of
strength.
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10. Visual problems
Refer to examination
worksheet: Eye examina-
tion, if indicated.

].1. Vascular (including hyperten-
sion, if appropriate) or car-
diac symptoms.

Refer to examination
worksheet(s): Hypertension,
Heart, Arteries, Veins, and
Misc., etc., if indicated.

12. Neurologic symptoms.
Refer to examination
worksheets(s): Peripheral
Nerves,etc., if indicated.

13. Bladder or bowel functional
impairments.
Refer to examination
worksheets(s): Genitouri-
nary, Rectum and Anus exam,
etc., if indicated.

C. Physical Examination (Objec-
tive Findings):

Assess for chronic complications of
diabetes mellitus. Complete appro-
priate additional worksheets.

i Cardiovascular examination
to include blood pressure
and status of peripheral ar
teries, presence of periph
eral edema.

2. Neurologic examination.

3: Eye examination.

4. Skin examination.

5. Examination of extremities,
including feet.

D. Diagnostic and Clinical Tests:

Provide:
1. Fasting blood sugars, or
other laboratory evaluation
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if necessary to establish the
diagnosis.

Blood sugars.

Evaluation for kidney func
tion including: urinalysis with
urine for microalbumenuria;
blood urea nitrogen (BUN)
and creatinine (Cr).

Include results of all
diagnostic and clinical tests
conducted in the examina-
tion report.

E. Diagnosis: L

L.

3

4.

State whether the veteran
has diabetes mellitus. Indi-
cate type.

Specifically list each identi-
fied complication of the
veteran's diabetes. Indicate
these conditions as “compli-
cations of the veteran’s dia-
betes”. If the veteran has
peripheral edema, indicate
whether it is a consequence
of diabetic kidney disease
or other non-diabetic re-
lated etiology.

For each identified compli-
cation of the veteran’'s dia-
betes, provide a brief ratio-
nale for your conclusion.
You may base your ratio-
nale on such things as the
duration of the veteran’s
diabetes, whether the
veteran's diabetes has been
poorly controlled, the onset
of the condition that you
deem to be a complication
of the veteran’'s diabetes in
relation to the onset of the
veteran’s diabetes, the se
verity of the complication,
or anything else you con-
sider relevant,

Where the veteran has vi-
sual impairment, cardiovas-
cular disease (including hy-
pertension), kKidney disease,
neurologic disease, ampu-

tations, or any other disabili-
ties which, in your opinion,
are not complications of the
veteran’s diabetes, please

state so and provide a sup-
porting rationale as to the
basis for your conclusion.

5. Where the veteran has a
condition that is worsened
or increased by the
veteran’s diabetes but is not
a diabetic complication, dis-
cuss the relationship be
tween the condition and the
veteran’s diabetes. In par-
ticular, discuss what the de-
gree of disability is of the
condition over and above
the degree of disability that
existed prior to aggrava-
tion/worsening by the dia-
betes. Provide your ratio-
nale. Indicate if this is not
possible to do without re-
sorting to speculation.

Could you have diabetes and not
know it? There are 18.2 million Ameri-
cans with diabetes - and nearly one-
third of them (or 5.2 million people) don't
know it! Take this test to see if you are
at risk for having diabetes. To find out if
you are at risk, write in 5 points next to
each statement that is true for you. If a
statement is not true, write a zero. Then
add all the points to get your total
score.

My weight is equal to or above that
listed as normal for my age and
bone structure?

| am under 65 years of age and | get
little or no exercise during a usual
day?

I am between 45 and 64 years of
age?

| am 65 years old or older?

| am a woman who has had a baby
weighing more than nine pounds at
birth?

| have a sister or brother with dia-
betes?

| have a parent with diabetes?
TOTAL: Scoring 10 or more points
You are at greater risk for having
diabetes. Only your health care pro-
vider can determine if you have dia-
betes. At your next office visit, find
out for sure.




POW MEDSEARCH it S DONATIOl;OS
outheast Asia-Saigon. Port Area .
CAMP DESCRIPTIONS SS Oryuku Maru (Hellship) 90
. . Sumatra 90
Camp descriptions available from AXPOW, . . 4
All are from the National Archives. If vour camp is not T!mﬂw,‘d (St:?m) <
) I
. - . \ ; Tientsin, China 40
listed, it is because the National Archives does not have
m Umeda Bonshu . .?“
Utashinai, Hokkaido 50
JAPANESE CAMPS DONATIONS War Road Jail, China 50
Woosung .50
Akenobe #6 $.70 Zentsuji Headquarters 1.10
Batavia, Java 90 Taiwan Formosa, includes Camps 31,
Beppa 30 Taihoku: Camp V. Taihoku: Camp VI,
Bilibid Prison 1.30 Taihoku, Kinkaseki: Camp II, Taichu:
Bridge House Jail, China 50 Camp 11, Heito: Camp IV, Kagi & Tako 2.10
Burma 40
Cabanatuan #1 .50 GERMAN CAMPS
Cabanatuan #3 2.10
Camp O Donnell 60 Camp Conditions (gencral) 70
Changi, Singapore 70 Dulag Luft 40
D 12, Hitachi 90 Hohemark Hospital & Luckenwalde 20
Davao Penal Colony 70 Marlag und Milag Nord 2
Fengtai, China 50 Oflag 13-B 1.50
Fukuoka #1 90 Oflag 64
Fukuoka #2 90 Reserve-Lazaret Obermassfeld 70
Fukuoka #3 90 (the orthopedic hospital)
Fukuoka #10 70 Rumania 50
Fukuoka #11 50 Stalag 2-B 1.50
Fukuoka #17 70 Stalag 3-B 1.70
Fukuoka #22 70 Stalag 7-A 1.50
Hakodate Branch Camp #2 70 Stalag 9-B 1.10
Hoten, Juken. Manchuria 70 Stalag 17-B 1.50
Initial Phase — Philippines 1.10 Stalag Luft 1 1.50
Jinsen, Korea .50 Stalag Luft 3 1.50
Kiangwan, China 70 Stalag Luft 4 40
Manila, Port Area 40 Stalag Luft 6 40
Mitushima, Tokyo Camp #2-D 70 Transit Camp - Section of Dulag Luft 1.10
Makaishima. Honshu 70 German Orders Governing Prisoners
Mukden, Manchuria (temporary) .50 of War in Europe 2.30
Nakhon Pathom, Thailand .50
Naval POW Camp, Shanghai 40 mail to:
Notogawa #9-B 50 American Ex-Prisoners of War
October Ship (Hellship) 90 3201 East Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40
Omine 50 Arlington, TX 76010-5396
Osaka #3. Oeyama 70 817-649-2979
Osaka #5-B 70
Osaka #12-B 0 shipping/handling charges: domestic orders - for orders up to
Osaka Group. Sakurajima, Osaka 70 §3.00, add $1.00; over $3.00, add $3.00. overscas orders - for
Palawan Barracks %) orders up to $3.00, add $2.00; over $3.00, add $5.00.
Rangoon Prison, Burma 90 Name
Roku Poshi Jo
Saigon POW Camp, 50 Address
French Indo-China 70
Sendai Camp #6, Hanawa 50 City/State/Zip
Sendai Camp #11 30 MasterCard/VISA (Circlc 0“8}

Credit Card #
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pow-mia committee

PNC John Edwards, Chairman
889 Randall Road

Niskayuna, NY 12309-4815

(518) 393-3907 phone & fax

POW/MIA car-window decals are
available at a cost of $20 per 100
by sending a check to the League
office at 1005 North Glebe Road,
Suite 170, Arlington, VA 22201.
POW/MIA lapel pins are also
available at $3 cach or 2/55. For
added information please contact
the League's web site at www.pow-
miafamilies.org or call the national
office at 703-465-7432. If no one
is available to take vour call, please
leave a message.

POW/MIAs - Vietnam War

Of the 88,000 Americans missing in
action from all conflicts, 1,815 are
from the Vietnam War, with 1,381
of those within the country of
Vietham. Another 768 Americans
have been accounted for in
Southeast Asia since the end of the
war. Of those, 540 are from within
Vietnam.

The Department of Defense POW/
Missing Personnel Office (DPMO)
announced the identification of the
remains of 12 U.S. servicemen
missing in action from the Vietham
War. Five of those identified are
being returned to their families for
burial, and the remaining seven will
be buried as a group in Arlington
National Cemetery, near Washington,
D.C.
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The men who were individually
identified are: Cpl. Gerald E. King, of
Knoxville, Tenn.; Lance Cpls. Joseph
F. Cook, of Foxboro, Mass.;
Raymond T. Heyne, of Mason, Wis.;
Donald W. Mitchell, of Princeton, Ky.;
and Thomas W. Fritsch, of Cromwell,
Conn., all of the U.S. Marine Corps.
Additional group remains are those
of: Pfcs. Thomas J. Blackman, of
Racine, Wis.; Paul S. Czerwonka, of
Stoughton, Mass.; Barry L. Hempel,
of Garden Grove, Calif.; Robert C.
Lopez, of Albuquerque, N.M.; William
D. McGonigle, of Wichita, Kan.; and
Lance Cpl. James R. Sargent, of
Anawalt, W. Va.,, all of the U.S.‘Marine
Corps.

Additionally, the remains of U.S.
Army Sgt. Glenn E. Miller, of Oakland,
Calif. will be included in the group
burial.

The Marines were part of an artillery
platoon airlifted to provide support
to the 11th Mobile Strike Force,
which was under threat of attack
from North Vietnamese forces near
Kham Duc in South Vietnam.

On May 9, 1968, the Strike Force
had been directed to reconnoiter an
area known as Little Ngok Tavak Hill
near the Laos-Vietham border, in the
Kham Duc Province. Their base
came under attack by North
Vietnamese Army troops, and after
a 10-hour battle, all of the survivors
were able to withdraw from the
area.

Six investigations beginning in 1993
and a series of interviews of
villagers and former Vietnamese
soldiers led U.S. recovery teams in
1994, 1997 and 1998 to specific
defensive positions within the large
battle site.

Additionally, maps provided by
American survivors helped to locate
some key areas on the battlefield.
Three excavations by the Joint
POW/MIA Accounting Command
(JPAC) in 1998 and 1999 yielded
human remains, personal effects
and other material evidence.

JPAC scientists and Armed Forces
DNA Identification Laboratory
specialists used mitochondrial DNA
as one of the forensic tools to help
identify the remains.

US-Russia Commission

On Monday, August 15, 2005, Sena-
tor Saxby Chambliss (R-GA), co-chair-
man of the Vietnam War Working
Group of the US-Russia Joint Com-
mission on POW/MIAs, met with
General Vladimir Shamanov (ret),
newly named Chairman of the Rus-
sian Interagency Commission on
POWs, Internees, and MIAs. General
Shamanov, also Assistant to the
Prime-Minister, reportedly was
struck by the passion with which
the US pursues its accounting mis-
sion, and indicated his pride in be-
ing appointed to this position by
Russian President Putin.

Most importantly, General
Shamanov indicated that there
should be no limits to US-Russian
cooperation on POW/MIA account-
ing and reaffirmed support to mak-
ing available Vietham-era documents
pertaining to missing U.S. service
members. Before departing, Senator
Chambliss offered to host a future
plenary meeting in the US.

Joint Operations

JPAC Commander BG Michael Flow-
ers, USA, recently hosted annual
POW/MIA consultations with Cam-
bodian officials in Hawaii. LTG Pol
Saroeun led the Cambodian POW/
MIA Committee delegation; he and
Undersecretary of State at the Min-
istry of Interior Sieng Lapresse also
met with Commander, US Pacific
Command, and Admiral William
Fallon. Though circumstances in
each country vary widely in terms
of actions needed for success in
achieving POW/MIA objectives,
Cambodia continues to set the stan-
dard for cooperation on account-
ing efforts. Twice yearly POW/MIA
consultations with Laos will be held.



VA Outreach
S*0*O*N
Before it’s too late

NSO Fred Campbell, Chairman
3312 Chatterton Dr.

San Angelo, TX 76904
325-944-4002; fredrev@webtv.net

Committee members:

NSO Frank Kravetz (412) 824-2674;
ND Bill Richardson (910) 864-7318;
ND Bonnie Sharp (253) 565-0444.

AXPOW Outreach Happens
In Good Ways,
for the Ageless!

The article in the August Smithsonian
magazine had about 15 responses
to “Where were you on August 15,
1945 when Japan surrendered and
World War II was over?” Two of
them on that day had been prison-
ers of war, one in Japan, one in Ger-
many. With their names and towns
only, I got their phone numbers off
the Internet. To Milton in California
who had VA’s 100% disability rating,
I sent needed ChampVA informa-
tion. Then I called Harold in Michi-
gan He was captured in December
before the Battle of the Bulge and
held five months as a German POW.
“Harold, do you have your POW ben-
efits from the VA?”

“No, I don’t have any problems I
need to go to the VA for.”
“Harold, in that cold winter, forced
marching in ice and snow, you must
have had frostbite.”

“Oh yes, I did have that. But I'm okay
now. I get along real good for my
age."

“Harold, you sound strong. How old
are you?”

“I'm 91. Yesterday 1 went to our
neighboring town and took part in
the American Legion parade. Last
year, | walked the mile and a half
carrying my carbine on my shoulder;
since there was a half-track there
this time, I just rode.”

“Harold, was it a scary time when you
were captured?”

“It was. [ was a 1*' Lt., and when this
German tried to take my Sergeant’s
new shoes off him, I pushed him
away and said ‘vou can’t do that; it's
against the Geneva Convention.’
Then he pushed his rifle into my
stomach and I thought [ was a goner,
but he didn't shoot me. Yes, it was
scary.”

I went down the list of POW pre-
sumptives with him. He would not
acknowledge any problems. I said,
“Harold, I'm sure you have residual
frostbite damage, plus post trau-
matic stress; if we could get you at
least 60% service-connected, you
would be eligible to apply for 100%
due to unemployability.”

“Oh, 1 wouldn’t qualify for that. I
work 55 to 60 hours a week. We
have a jewelry store my son man-
ages; but I'm a watchmaker and still
do all the watch repairs, six days a
week.”

[ said, “Harold, I think you're going
to live to be 100.”

His retort was, “As a matter of fact,
I did buy a new American Legion
shirt last week.”

[ gave up. FC, a snookered NSO.

Success
Stories

We had talked to Jack Shaffer sev-
eral times about applying for com-
pensation for being a POW, but he
never got around to doing anything
about it. Several years ago, he got
very ill and still was not getting any
compensation. He died on Oct. 8,
2004.

We read in the POW Bulletin about
some widows getting DIC even
though the husbands never got
compensation. So we called Jack's
wife, Gertrude, and asked her if she
would like us to help her get DIC.
The answer was ves, I really could
use the money.

We called Doris Jenks' office and
were given NSO Ann Sill’s phone
number. We told her of Gertrude’s
problem. Ann called Don Lewis, NSO
in PA. He contacted Gertrude, sent
her forms to fill out and assisted
her with the paperwork.

We re happy to say Gertrude is get-
ting her DIC as of May, 2005.

We ant to thank everybody that was
involved in this success story.

From: Frederic and Paricia Miller,
Green Bay, WI

NSO Success brings amazing sur-
prises.

[t was an Outreach call to an ANPOW
member in Smalltown, Oklahoma.

“Mrs. D., do you have your widow's
benefit?”

“I didn’t know I had any coming.
When my husband died in Oct.,
1996, the service advisor told me |
wasn't eligible for a widow’s ben-
efit.”

“Mrs. D., what did your husband’s
death certificate show as the cause
of death?”

“Chronic liver disease. When he had
heart bypass surgery in 1981, there
were hemorrhages and they had to
give him 55 units of blood; from
that he got hepatitis C, which
plagued him the rest of his life.”

“Mrs. D, please send me a copy of
that death certificate, along with the
VA forms I'm sending you to com-
plete, so we can apply for your De-
pendency and Indemnity Compen-
sation. Cirrhosis of the liver became
a POW presumptive less than two
years ago."

Two months later, an email from
Mrs. D: “I got a letter from the VA
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outreach continued...
saying [ got my widow's benefit.” |
called her and she said “Now I can
help my church more. I'll get $82.75.”
“Mrs. D, the basic widow's benefit
is $993 amonth.”

“Oh, I thought that $993 was annual!”

Two days later, another email from
Mrs. D: “I got a check from the VA
for a considerable amount. Surely a
mistake. Then I read the accompa-
nying letter. They went back to No-
vember, 1996."

“Mrs. D, was that check close to
S100,000?”

“Close to it. It was for $94,000. 1
can’t believe it! And all because you
called me, out of the blue.”

“No, Mrs. D, AXPOW has a great
motto about helping those who
need help and information. That's
where we National Service Officers
come in, to make that happen. And
there’s a lot more to it.”

Most of us don't realize how hard
our Washington DC AXPOW staff
works for us. Executive Director Les
Jackson and Legislative Co-Chair-
men Charles Stenger and Mary Rolen
work in the congressional system
to get things done. Just as they
pushed so hard to get cirrhosis of
the liver POW presumptive approved
two years ago. Our thanks to them!

Another factor: Mrs. D's hushand’s
death certificate showed Malnutri-
tion also as a contributing cause.
That’s been a POW presumptive for
many years. Whoever advised Mrs.
D when her husband died in 1996
did not know about VA's POW ben-
efits. Unfortunate, but a common
problem, because we former POWs
are a small minority of the veteran
population. AXPOW NSOs know
POW VA benefits and can help.

Fred Campbell, NSO
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Cheryl:

Here we go again. Another “Veter-
ans Disability Commission” formed
to review benefits going to disabled
veterans. Every so often, the offi-
cials, whoever they are, come up
with the idea that all the money be-
ing wasted in this country is going
to disabled veterans.

They name a committee (always
there has to be a committee) to
start poking around in what'’s “ap-
propriate” for veterans benefits.
How asinine that some bureaucrats
who have never stepped foot on a
battlefield, never flew a plane dodg-
ing flak or an enemy plane, never
had a ship torpedoed from under
them, are qualified to determine
what's appropriate for veterans.
How much less are they able to

judge an Ex-POW fairly?

Instead of wasting time and money
to make sure veterans aren't mis-
using taxpayers' money, why didn't
they stop the “Big Dig" in Massachu-
setts; rein in on the “King of Pork”
in WV; or cut down on the millions
for highways in Alaska icelands?
One could go on and on with this
list.

As for veterans' healthcare, some
is good and some not so good. But
for a lot of veterans, who would
have none without the VA, it beats
nothing. How can anyone be averse
to good healthcare for disabled vet-
erans? Instead of cutting back, we
should be improving.

Some veterans of earlier genera-
tions have worked a lifetime to re-

ceive benefits only to be threat-
ened with losing them. A lot of
POWs have worked a lifetime and
never received a dime. This is to say
nothing of POWs widows and or-
phans who never even received
food stamps.

I have a message for the “Investiga-
tors”: Just hold up a while longer and
save the government a lot of money
investigating. In a few years, you
won't have WWII and Korean vets
to worry about. However, there are
still the Vietnam guys and an in-
creasing number of very seriously
wounded boys coming home from
Iraq. Along with the widows and or-
phans of some who are not com-
ing back at all, these will need your
help. Give them all the help you pos-
sibly can, then don't be threatening
to take it away every time you want
to show the taxpaying voters how
well you're watching over their
money.

Bea Smith
708 Stonecreek Circle
Friendswood, TX 77546

Dear Editor:

I just read (Your Stories) on page
27 in Aug. Bulletin on Stalag V. My
husband, Lloyd W. Allen was in Stalag
IV. He as an engineer gunner on a B-
24 Liberator, shot down on his 37®
mission. They were known as the
Cottontails. He was shot down over
Budapest, Hungary and rode in box-
cars and ran miles with guards bayo-
neting them and dogs biting them.
He is 81 years old now.

He talked about “Big Stoop”, said he
had very large hands and sometimes
he’d hit the men on their ears, caus-
ing deafness. A very mean man.

Just thought you'd like to hear that
others knew “Big Stoop” and his
mean ways. [ thank God your Bar-
ber put you two men together af-
ter all these years.

Ms. Lloyd W. Allen
200 Casey Road
Pinson, TN 38366



news. events and information

Sept. 28-Oct. 2, 2005. The 48™ FS,
FIS & FTS Association annual re-
union will be held in San Antonio,
TX. For information, contact: Joe
Onesty, 455 Galleon Way, Seal
Beach, CA 90740; 562-431-2901;
jonesty?2@adelphia.net.

September 29-Oct. 1, 2005. The
New England Chapter of the Chosin
Few Annual Reunion will be held
at the Radisson Hotel, Milford, MA.
For more information, contact John
Gutermuch, 23 Kettering Road,
Norwood, MA 02062; 781-769-

5656.

Sept. 29-Oct. 5, 2005. The 45™ In-
fantry Division Association
(Thunderbirds) Reunion will be
held in Oklahoma City, OK. Please
contact: Raul Trevino, 2145 NE
Street, Oklahoma City, OK 73111;
(210) 681-9134.

October 2-5, 2005. The Korean War
Veterans Association Annual Re-
union will be held at the Isle of Capri
Hotel, Bossier City, LA. Hotel reser-
vations: 877-465-3711. For more
information, contact Steve
dePyssler, RAO@barksdale.af.mil;
318-456-5976.

October 11-15, 2005. The Second
Schweinfurt Memorial Association
Inc.(SSMA) will be hosting their
62nd Anniversary Reunion of
“Black Thursday” at the St. Peters-
burg Hilton, St. Petersburg, Florida.
The SSMA membership includes
men of the 8th Air Force who flew
Mission 115 or “Black Thursday” to
Schweinfurt, Germany on October
14, 1943. Contact HB Associates,
419 N. Ring Ave., Tarpon Springs,
FL 34689 (727) 937-3232 or email:
info@hbassociates.net.

Oct. 19-22, 2005. 35" Infantry Di-
vision Reunion will be held in
Springfield, MO. Contact: Bob
Dalton, 785-267-3295. Children and
orphans of 35™ Division members

are invited to join and spend time
with their fathers’ WWII comrades.

April 2006. Dept. of Tennessee
Annual Convention will be held at
the Carnegie Hotel, Johnson City,
TN. Contact: Commander Ruth M.
Lewis, 105 Hughes Road, Watauga,
TN 37694; 423-543-4391.

Seeking to make contact with: Any-
one who served with PVT, David
Goldman, 36th Div., F-142nd Reg.
Anyone who was interned in Stalag
2B 1943-1945. Soldiers who were in
Salerno, Italy on 09/09/1943 from
the 36th Div., 142nd Reg., 2nd Bn.
Paul Jackson, Birmingham, AL; John
Kane, Chicago, IL; Gus Mangoni,
Chicago, IL. Any information,
including photos, etc. related to the
above subject matter will be appre-
ciated. If you wish, please forward
your area code and phone number
and I will call you (to save you the
phone expense). Thank you and
best wishes to all. Janice Goldman,
P.0. Box 59024, Chicago, IL 60659;
jg2333@msn.com.

[ am searching for people who were
in the B-17 with me, Aug. 16, 1944.
Also‘a group of Air Force men
walked along a country road on Aug.
16, 1944, about noon, and received
some German hospitality. I am also
looking for another group that were
interned with me in Stalag Luft III
at Sagan, Germany in 1944/45, and
the four or five other men that I
walked from Nurenburg to
Moosburg with in 1945. My name is
Edward Kasner. [ was the navigator
on a B-17 that went down on the
above date. I am looking for any
survivors of my crew. Are William
McNabb, our bombardier, Robert
Williams, our pilot, or any other
members of our crew alive? In my

room at Sagan, Germany were:
George P. Korb, navigator; Jack H.
Culp, Sr., P-51 pilot; Fred A. Morley,
B-24 co-pilot; Paul F. Noonan, B-24
pilot; George L. Ott, B-17 pilot; K.
Robert Peel, B-17 bombardier; Ster-
ling T. Strange, Jr., B-17 bombardier,
Raymond Uhrich, B-17 navigator;
Edwin L. Livingston, aerial gunner;
or any others who lived in Room 2
of Barrack 167, Stalag Luft ITI. Please
contact: Edward Kasner, 2377 Land-
ings Circle, Bradenton, FL. 34209;
ekasner@tampabay.rr.com; 941-
792-6791.

I am looking for anyone who knows
about POW column strafing on
June 6, 1944, 1 mile northeast of
St. Mere Eglise. This was a column
of US POWSs, mainly 507™ PIR men
being marched south by German
Guards. This occurred on a dirt road
just past a slight curve. At least 3
men were Killed in this strafing, but
probably many more. Glenn Ball
and Donn Cummings were Killed in
this strafing both 507/F and Elmer
Siddall 307/B. Carl Letson and Joe
Pliss (both POW's) were also in this
strafing both 507/F. I am also look-
ing for any information about a Pri-
vate Moses DeSouza. He was 307/
B and listed as KIA June 12, 1944,
If anyone remembers having any
contact with him or this POW straf-
ing, any information would be
greatly appreciated. My contact in-
formation is Brian Siddall 607-275-
8080, Mailing address is P.0. Box
3897, Ithaca, NY 14852 and my e-
mail is bsiddall@twceny.rr.com.

I am looking for information on my
dad, Edward Elmore Ord, PFC,
United States Army. He was from
Osborne Mills, WV. He was born in
1919 and died in 1975. He served
with Company D, 509" Parachute
Infantry. He was engaged in the
American Fifth Army’s attack on
Italy at Salerno. He was captured by
Germans on Sept. 15, 1943 and held
POW at Stalag 2B Hammerstein,
Ex-POW Bulletin

October 2005

17




news, events, information
continued...

West Prussia. He returned home July
26, 1945, Please contact: Ord E
Elmore, Jr., 2030 Martins Branch
Road Lot #13, Charleston, WV
25312.

On June 6, 1944, after jumping
from the last plane of H Company,
507" Parachute Infantry, 82 Air-
borne Division, I joined up with my
company commander, Captain Allen
W. Taylor. We remained together
through captivity, and he was stand-
ing next to me when I was hit in the
head by a German rifle grenade. 1
ministered first aid to Captain Tay-
lor after our capture and know in-
formation which his family would
certainly enjoy knowing. Captain
Allen W. Taylor was from South
Carolina before WWII and likely re-
turned there after the war. Please
help me pass along information to
Taylor’s family about his being a
great soldier and American hero.
Robert L. Bearden, 5950 Lakeside,
Belton, TX 76513; 254-698-6099;
bearden@vvm.com.

My grandfather, George R.
Zimmerman, TSGT was a prisoner
at Cabanatuan. Unfortunately he
was removed and put on one of the
Hell Ships 6 weeks before the “Great
Raid” took place. He died when the
Orioko Moru prison ship was sunk
by American forces. My mother is
still living (SGT Zimmerman'’s
daughter) and I was wondering at
this late date in her life might there
be someone in the Baltimore/
Washington area that she could talk
with that might have known her fa-
ther? Or to perhaps get a perspec-
tive of what life for her father was
like in the camp. Any direction or
help would be greatly appreciated.
Thank you, Nils V. Johnson,
penguin82 1@comcast.net.
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Angel Flight America

Angel Flight America is working
around the clock bringing in emer-
gency workers, agency staff, volun-
teers and supplies into hurricane
and flood-ravaged Louisiana, Missis-
sippi and Alabama, and more impor-
tantly, bringing OUT America’s refu-
gees to temporary shelters, to food
and water and to basic human sani-
tary conditions.

More than 6,200 Angel "Flight
America pilots, using their own
planes and paying for their own fuel
are available to fly the sick and in-
jured to hospitals and resettlement
areas around the country and give
a “lift” to- starving, dehydrated,
stranded Americans.

Angel Flight America has been on
calls with FEMA, coordinating ef-
forts and contacting pilots. The Fed-
eral Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) asked Angel Flight
America to participate in the evacu-
ation of the hurricane refugees as a
provider for the Homeland Security
Emergency Air Transportation Sys-
tem.

Angel Flight Americais a 501 (c) (3),
tax exempt charitable organization,
with over 6,200 private pilots tak-
ing time from their jobs and fami-
lies to assist in these efforts. Each
pay over $5.00 a gallon for airplane
fuel, pay for their own airplane
maintenance and literally risk their
lives to help evacuate New Orleans.
Angel Flight America is on the front
line in saving thousands of Ameri-
can lives.

If you make a donation of $400 you
will help fill an airplane with fuel.
$100, §50, S25 - whatever you can
afford - will all be used to help these
selfless pilots make more flights -
and save more lives. Please go to
www.angelflightamerica.org and
click on “Donate Now" to help these
private pilots by making a generous
donation. All funds are earmarked

for purchasing airplane fuel and air
ambulance transports for the relief
effort. Thanks, as always, for your
help. Edward R. Boyer, Chairman,
Angel Flight America, Inc., 4620
Haygood Rd., Suite 1, Virginia Beach,
VA 23455.

Dr. kristin

Swenson, Ph.D.

ABR-D, T, Lt. Col. USAF (Ret)
Appointed to American
Board of Radiology

Dr. Swenson, certified in diagnostic
radiological physics and therapeu-
tic radiological physics is an expert
on radiation health matters. Dr.
Swenson is currently a medical
physicist for RadAmerica, Inc.,
where she performs physics calcu-
lations for patients and verification
of documentation for conventional
and 3D treatment. In the Air Force,
she served as an Assistant Profes-
sor at the Uniformed Services Uni-
versity of the Health Sciences, Pre-
ventive Medicine and Biometrics De-
partment, Environmental and Occu-
pational Health Division where she
provided instruction and research
for the Public Health and Health
Physics Masters' programs. Dr.
Swenson also served tours as the
Chief, Radiation Protection Division
of the Office of the Surgeon General
of the Air Force, and as the Chief
Medical Physicist at the David Grant
Medical Center at Travis ABF, CA.
Proud mother, Ruth Natvig Kilmer,
sent this in. Kristin is the daughter
of Ruth and the late PNC Orlo
Natvig.

Caterpillar Club

Applications for the Caterpillar Club
& Caterpillar are available for those
who qualify. The 14K GOLD cater-
pillar pin with RUBY eyes is also
available for those who qualify.
Send a business size self-addressed,
stamped envelope to: Joseph P.
ODonnell, 20 ORourke Dr.,
Robbinsville, NJ. 08691; e mail
ipodpowl414@aol.com.




Andersonville

.

Andersonville NHS

496 Cemetery Road
Andersonville, GA 31711
(229)924-0343
Alan_Marsh@nps.gov
Kandace_Muller@nps.gov

Asking the Visitor ~
What is a POW?

By: Fred Boyles, Superintendent

Remember the story about the per-
fect dog food that the company
spent years to perfect. It had all the
right nutritional requirements that
would meet the physical needs of
dogs like no other food ever de-
veloped - there was just one prob-
lem, the dogs wouldn’t eat it.

That is the problem that was identi-
fied with one of the exhibits not
long after the National Prisoner of
War Museum at Andersonville
opened. Museum exhibits had been
organized based on the themes that
were common to all POWs. The first
exhibit that visitors would see was
one that asked the basic question
- What is a POW? Planners had en-
visioned an audio-visual program
that used the voices of former
POWs, statistics from the nations
wars and images that would drift in
and out of view. All good ideas, they
just didn't work. Nearly all visitors
entering that space have seen just
one of the parks excellent video
programs. Another darkened room
with more projectors and screens
just seemed repetitive. Park Rang-
ers observed that visitors would
wander in and just keep going and

only pause for a few seconds be-
fore moving on.

After looking at some different al-
ternatives, the staff sought to make
amajor change by developing a new
exhibit that would ask the funda-
mental question - What is a POW?
Most visitors to the park have rarely
thought about that question. They
have some exposure to the idea of
POWs in WWII, Korea, Vietham and
the Gulf War. What they may not
have pondered or been aware of is
the idea of civilian internees, are
terrorists POWs, military personnel
held as hostages, and so on. This
is where concepts such as the
Geneva Convention and the Code
of Conduct are introduced.

Once the decision was made to
develop a new exhibit - just how
would it be done? Asin any project
of this type, the biggest hurdle was
the funding to do it. The park
turned to a special National Park Ser-
vice funding source, the fee demo
program. Although Andersonville
does not charge a fee, we are able
to access the funds raised by other
parks that charge entrance fees
though this highly competitive pro-
gram. After two years of waiting,
the park was successful in receiv-
ing about one half of the necessary
funds. The park came up with some
other sources from the base bud-
get and via Eastern National. East-
ern National is our book store that
generates profits that are returned
to the park.

The next step was to select an ex-
hibit firm. A statement of work was

written that outlined the needs of
the project. It was sent to seven
different exhibit contract firms and
through the competitive bid pro-
cess a firm in Atlanta was chosen.
The company is Malone Exhibits.
This company has been planning,
designing and fabricating exhibits for
45 years in a wide variety of ven-
ues. They have done many nature
oriented visitor centers but have
also developed many historical ex-
hibits including Gettysburg, Ellis Is-
land, the Atlanta History Center and
the Smithsonian. This company has
also done many projects for the
National Park Service and is familiar
with how our agency goes about
completing projects like this. You
can see their work at their web site
www.maloneinc.com. Currently we
have just awarded the contract with
the Malone group. Soon there will
be meetings, planning sessions and
in about a year we plan to have a
finished product. The goal is to help
the visitor expand their initial per-
ception about the definition of
what is a POW? Stay tuned to the
Ex-POW Bulletin for updates as this
project develops.

Photo #1: Each exhibit at the Na-
tional POW Museum has an entrance
panel. This panel is the introductory
display for the What is a POW ex-
hibit.

Photo # 2: The What is a POW ex-
hibit is currently a series of three
audio visual programs where voices
of former POWs, historical quotes
and statistics are presented to the
visitors.
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PTSD Reevaluation

Vets awarded post-traumatic stress
disorder (PTSD) ratings in the last
five years by the VA are subject to
reevaluation. The review of PTSD
cases was released in May, part of
a 200-page report on variances in
VA disability compensation across
the nation. Many more than 527
PTSD cases lacking documents to
verify veteran-reported evidence
contained in that study are at risk.
The VA has announced that it will
review documents of 72,000 PTSD
cases - those awarded 100% disabil-
ity ratings from 1 OCT 99 through
30 SEP 04. Over those five years,
the number of vets given compen-
sation for PTSD jumped 80%, from
120,000 cases in fiscal 1999 to
216,000 now. According to VA
spokesman Scott Hogenson the
planned review of the 72,000 cases
likely won't begin until January. He
commented that everybody talks
about how PTSD is a very subjec-
tive diagnosis but this is not about
diagnosis. This is about collecting
the empirical paperwork that says,
‘Yes, this individual was in this set
of circumstances during this time in
which these things happened, which
may have led to post-traumatic
stress.’ Legitimate stress factors in
a vet’s record might be descriptions
and dates of combat engagements
or “de facto” indicators, such as a
Combat Infantry Badge or Purple
Heart. The aim is to verify exposure
to conditions that might leave a vet
with PTSD. The review suggested
that claim examiners had been lax
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in demanding documents. From
1999 to 2004, the review found,
PTSD payments jumped 153%, from
a $1.7 billion total a year to $4.3 bil-
lion. To show the potential cost of
not seeking evidence of stress fac-
tors in PTSD cases, the review
found that a 25%t error rate would
have caused “questionable pay-
ments” of about $860 million for the
VA in 2004 and about $19.8 billion
over those vets' lifetimes. If the VA
experience with 2,100 PTSD cases
is repeated in a review of 72,000
next year, one-quarter of the latter
vets - about 18,000 - might feel their
own stress levels rise as VA presses
them to better document their
claims.

To outraged veterans groups, the
review smacks of a convenient way
to cut costs during an increasingly
expensive war and reflects reluc-
tance by the VA department to take
PTSD seriously. The executive direc-
tor of the National Gulf War Re-
source Center said that what this
boils down to is that veterans
caught in the review are going to
have to prove they were hurt all
over again. He suggested that those
who had a claim granted during this
time period get out their military
records and start calling their bud-
dies for evidence of combat expo-
sure.

Veterans groups say the VA simply
has failed to train its own staff to
evaluate PTSD consistently. They
explain that this is one reason why
the V.A. inspector general report in
May showed that the department
was so inconsistent in deciding un-
der what conditions veterans should
get maximum payments for mental
trauma. Veteran advocates have
noted that it is wrong for the VA to
choose only to reevaluate cases
where veterans received 100% PTSD
ratings and not review the cases of
those veterans who may have re-
ceived a rating that was unfairly low
or unjustly denied.

Source: Dailypress.com Hampton
Roads VA, Tom Philpott article.

SBP Open Season

The Department of Defense an-
nounced on Aug. 19, 2005, that mili-
tary retirees, who opted out of
some or all their Survivor Benefit
Plan (SBP) coverage, will have an-
other opportunity to elect coverage
during a one-year open enrollment
period from Oct. 1, 2005-Sept. 30,
2006. Upon a retiree’s death, SBP
provides an annuity of up to 55%
of the military retired pay. Until re-
cently, the annuity for a surviving
spouse age 62 or older was re-
duced to 35% to reflect the avail-
ability of Social Security benefits.
This reduction will phase out by
April 08, and the full 55% benefit will
be paid regardless of the spouse’s
age in accordance with the Fiscal
2005 National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act. Current non-participants
will be able to elect any coverage
they could have elected previously
upon retiring from active service or
upon receiving notification of eligi-
bility for reserve retired pay at age
60. If they have a reduced election,
they may increase their coverage. A
participant with child only coverage
may add a spouse or former spouse
to their coverage, and a member
may add child coverage to spouse
or former spouse coverage. But
those who took SBP coverage and
later elected to terminate that cov-
erage are not eligible to make an
open enrollment election.

Open enrollment elections require
alump sum buy-in premium as well
as future monthly premiums. The
lump sum equates to all back pre-
miums, plus interest, from the date
of original eligibility to make an elec-
tion plus any amount needed to pro-
tect the Military Retirement Fund.
The latter amount applies almost
exclusively to those paying fewer
than seven years of back payments.
The lump sum buy-in premium can
be paid over a two-year period.
Monthly premiums for spouse or
former spouse coverage will be
6.5% of the coverage elected, the
same premium paid by those cur-
rently enrolled. Reserve compo-
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nent members under age 60 and not
yet eligible for retired pay do not
pay back premiums or interest, but
must pay a monthly SBP premium
“add-on” once their retired pay
starts. Elections are effective the
first day of the month after the
election is received, but no earlier
than 1 OCT 05. An election is void
if the retiree dies in the two years
following an election and all premi-
ums are refunded to the designated
survivor. To make an open enroll-
ment election, a retiree must com-
plete and submit a DD Form 2656-
9, “Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP) and
Reserve Component Survivor Ben-
efit Plan (RCSBP) Open Enrollment
Election.” The form is available elec-
tronically at www.dtic.mil/whs/di-
rectives/infomgt/forms/eforms/
dd2656-9.pdf. For assistance with
the form, retired members should
contact the office managing the SBP
for their Service. Air Force retirees
should call toll-free 1 (800) 531-7502
anytime between 7:30 am. and 4:30
p.m., Central Time, M-F except holi-
days. Mail the completed form to
the address specified on the form.
Applicants will be formally notified
of their cost and have 30 days from
the date of the notice to cancel the
election by notifying the Defense
Finance and Accounting Service or
the reserve component, as appli-
cable, in writing.

VA Activates

Surviving Spouse Website

The Department of Veterans Af-
fairs recently activated a new
website aimed directly at surviving
spouses of military members who
died on active duty and surviving
spouses of veterans who died af-
ter serving their country. The
website at http://www.vba.va.gov/
survivors not only has links to the
VA pages describing survivor ben-
efits but also to other government
sites that may offer valuable infor-
mation and assistance. There is also

a link to Frequently Asked Ques-
tions that answers most questions.
For more specific questions, the site
tells how to contact the VA directly.
The main VA website is at http://
www.va.gov/.

Veterans Disability

Benefits Commission

The Veterans Disability Benefits
Commission was created through a
provision in the 2004 Defense Au-
thorization Act. It held its first meet-
ings in May and June during which it
took testimony from invited groups.
The 13-member panel is tasked with
issuing its final report to Congress
in AUG 06. Congress has instructed
the Commission to examine the
appropriateness of:

* Compensation for disabled vets
and survivors of vets who died from
causes related to military service.

* The level of such benefits.

* A standard for determining
whether a disability or death of a
veteran should be compensated.

VFW and other veterans advocates
are concerned that the commission
panel will attempt to roll back in-
creases in benefits disabled vets
and dependents of deceased vet-
erans have gained since 1999 by
suggesting current VA rating evalu-
ations are too generous. The belief
is that the commission’s goal is to
cut future benefits and remove vet-
erans from VA compensation rolls.
Some dssues under review that
would do this are:

- Changing the definition of
when an active-duty service mem-
ber is actually on active duty. Last
year Dr. David Chu, the Pentagon’s
undersecretary for personnel and
readiness, questioned whether ac-
tive-duty GIs who get hurt while
participating in activities during their
free time—Ilike weightlifting or other
forms of physical training—should
be eligible for service-connected
benefits.

- Consideration of a contro-
versial proposal to offer lump-sum

payments to veterans with current
disability ratings of 20% or less. Pro-
posed by VA’s Inspector General (IG),
the payments would disqualify dis-
abled vets from future compensa-
tion or appeals and supposedly al-
low Veterans Benefits Administra-
tion (VBA) employees to concen-
trate on more complex claims.

- Consideration of an IG sug-
gestion during their June meetings
that the VBA review post-traumatic
stress disorder (PTSD) and individual
unemployability claims for errors or
evidence of fraud. The plan is for
10 VBA staffers to review an initial
batch of 2,100 cases before mov-
ing on to the main task of inspect-
ing 100,000 of those ratings.

VFW will be monitoring all of the
commission’s open meetings in or-
der to keep their membership in-
formed of the Commission’s
prugress and potential impact of
their decisions.

National

Cemetery Burial

No special forms are required when
requesting burial in a VA national
cemetery nor can requests for
burial be made via the Internet. The
person making burial arrangements
should contact the national cem-
etery in which burial is desired at the
time of need. Scheduling can be
done seven days a week for inter-
ments on Mondays through Fridays.
If possible, the following informa-
tion concerning the deceased
should be provided when the cem-
etery is first contacted:

— Full name and military rank;

— Branch of service; Social security
number;

— Service number; VA claim number,
if applicable;

— Date and place of birth;

— Date and place of death;

— Date of retirement or last sepa-
ration from active duty; and,
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— Copy of any military separation
documents, such as the Department
of Defense Form 214 (DD-214).
The discharge documents must
specify active military duty and
show that release from active duty
was under other than dishonorable
conditions.

A headstone or marker will be or-
dered by cemetery personnel upon
inscription approval by the next of
Kin and a burial flag will be provided.
Upright headstones are standard in
most national cemeteries; however,
some have both upright headstone
and flat marker sections. Be sure to
discuss these options with the cem-
etery director prior to burial. The
same procedures are followed if the
veteran's eligible spouse or depen-
dent predeceases the veteran. In
most cases, one gravesite is pro-
vided for the burial of all eligible
family members and a single head-
stone or marker is provided. When
both spouses are veterans, two
gravesites and two headstones or
markers may be provided if re-
quested. Military honors are not pro-
vided by the national cemetery.
These honors must be arranged in
advance by the family or their rep-
resentative with groups that provide
the honors.

s
Thunder on
Plymouth Rock”

“Thunder on Plymouth Rock!”, the
November 2003 National Veterans
Day Concert of music and readings,
will be re-broadcast nationwide on
The Discovery Channel Sunday
morning November 6, 2005 (Veter-
ans Day Sunday). The one hour
broadcast airs at 6:00 AM (in some
markets it starts one hour earlier,
at 5:00 am Sunday). The musical
features Tonight Show's Ed
McMahon, movie stars George
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Kennedy, James Avery, and James
McEachin, Miss America 1965 Vonda
Van Dyke, and “Good Morning
Vietnam's"” Adrian Cronauer - with
the 300-member chorale and sym-
phony orchestra of the VA-National
Medical Musical Group (VA-NMMG)
directed by VA physician Victor S.
Wahby, MD.

VA-NMMG is the premier medical
chorale and symphony orchestra in
America. Its musicians are doctors,
nurses and others from VA and
other medical centers all over the
USA (visit www.vetday.org).

More information is available at
www.vetday.org or call 1-888-6-
DoReMi (1-888-636-7364) or 202-
797-0700.

COLA 2006

The Bureau of Labor Statistics re-
ported that inflation broke out of
its summer doldrums with a half-
point jump in July. So far this fiscal
year, the Consumer Price Index (CPI)
hasrisen 3.2%. The final amount will
not be announced until mid-Octo-
ber pending data from August and
September. The 2006 COLA will be
determined by dividing the three-
month average CPI for July, August
and September 2005 by the average
CPI for the same three months of
2004. New COLA rates will take
effect on December 1 and will be
reflected in retiree and other infla-
tion-pegged benefits in January,
2006 federal checks. Even if infla-
tion is flat for the remaining two
months, that would make the 2006
cost-of-living adjustment (COLA)
the largest retirees have seen since
the 3.5% 2001 COLA, and the sec-
ond-largest since the 3.7% COLA in
1992. While some may like the big-
ger retired pay increase, that only
means that living expenses already
have gone up more rapidly than
usual, and retired pay, Social Secu-
rity, SBP and other annuities are only
chasing those expenses after the
fact. Lower inflation with lower
COLAs would be more beneficial to
retirees.

Veterans’ Records
Accessible Online

The National Archives now has a
webpage at www.archives.gov/vet-
erans/evetrecs/index.html where
veterans can request a copy of
their DD-214. A military veteran, or
the next of kin of a deceased,
former member of the military can
use this webpage. The next of kin
can be any of the following: surviv-
ing spouse that has not remarried,
father, mother, son, daughter, sis-
ter, or brother. Other individuals
with aneed for documents must still
complete the Standard Form 180,
which can be downloaded from the
online website.

CRSC

The Army CRSC Division has an-
nounced that $1 billion has been
awarded to retirees with disabilities
across all military uniformed ser-
vices through the Combat-Related
Special Compensation (CRSC) pro-
gram. The Army CRSC Chief stated
that all eligible retirees should sub-
mit a claim as $21 billion dollars is
still available to approved retirees.
CRSC is a $22 billion program that
provides tax-free monthly payments
to injured retirees from all uni-
formed Services. Payments are ret-
roactive and supplement a retiree’s
Veteran Affairs (VA) disability pay
and Service retired pay. CRSC is an
application-claim based program ver-
sus the Concurrent Retirement and
Disability Payments (CRDP) program,
which is an automatic entitlement
from DFAS for any Retiree with a
combined 50% or higher VA disabil-
ity rating. It is important to note
that retirees cannot receive both
CRSC and CRDP and must elect one
cach year through an annual “pro-
gram election.”

For more information or to receive
a claim form, call CRSC toll free at
(866) 2813254 M-F from 0800-1900
hours (EST). Retirees can submit a
claim online or download our CRSC
claim form or www.crsc.army.mil.
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ALABAMA

Department of Alabama James O
Moore 66 Ted Court Lincoln AL
35096 205-763-2001

Alabama Chapter #1 Albert Sokol
1120 Beacon Pwy East # 308
Birmingham AL 35209 205-871-
5522

Boll Weevil Chapter Leo F Suiter
27 Andrews Dr Daleville AL 36322
334-598-4964

Cheaha Chapter James O Moore
66 Ted Court Lincoln AL 35096
205-763-2001

East Alabama Chapter Arthur
Wood 1707 Morris Ave Opelika AL
36801 334-745-7513

Mobile Chapter Marcus V
McWaters 27440 County Rd 13 #
119 Daphne AL 36526 251-621-
0202

Montgomery Chapter Robert
Baker 13715 Hwy 14W Selma AL
36701 334-872-8759

North Alabama Chapter Thomas
Isbell 2215 Lytle St Hunstville AL
35801 256-534-6312

Northwest Alabama Chapter James
Merryman 308 E 2nd St Tuscumbia
AL 35674 256-383-4745

South Alabama Chapter Charles R
Skinner 188 Lazenby St
Monroeville AL 36460 334-743-
3490

West Alabama Chapter Buel Knight
16695 Hwy 69 N Northport AL
35475 205-339-4675

ALASKA

Alaska Chapter #1 Lila Fergus, Adj.
840 Rockside Wasilla AK 99501
907-376-6907

ARIZONA

Department of Arizona Henry Ong,
Jr 2301 E Cortez St Phoenix AZ
85028-1712 602-992-0094

Agua Fria Chapter Martha Brennan
12714 Copperstone Sun City
West AZ 85375 623-546-9960
Cochise Chapter Milton Moore PO
Box 1871 Sierra Vista AZ 85636-
1871 520-459-7295

East Valley Chapter James R
Nichols 7834 E Mariposa Way Mesa
A7 85208 480-984-0691

Mohave Chapter Ray Gerue 2209
Los Angeles St Kingman AZ 86301
0928-753-7593

POW WOW Chapter Alice Mabante
8928 N 11th St Phoenix AZ 85020
602-943-6884

Southern Arizona Chapter William
Manda 6649 E Cooper St Tucson
AZ 85710 520-747-1576

Yuma County Chapter Jim
Daugherty 13152 E 42nd Dr Yuma
AZ 85367 928-342-5154

ARKANSAS

Arkansas Chapter #1 Bruce Waldo
58 Sanchez Way Hot Springs AR
71909 501-922-3851

Northwest Arkansas Chapter Don
Kropp 2 Marlow Lane Bella Vista
AR 72714 479-855-0281

0Old Fort Smith Chapter ] W Taylor
400 Eastridge Dr Booneville AR
72927 479-675-3509

CALIFORNIA

Department of California Edward
Cadwallader 9501 Nut Tree Ct Elk
Grove CA 95624 916-685-5369
BACEPOW Chapter Donald C
Thompson 240C Park Lake Circle
Walnut Creek CA 94598 925-945-
7467

Capt Jose Calugas-USAFFE Chap-
ter Albert Jana 1239 Wilmington
Blvd Wilmington CA 90744 213-
436-5161

Cecelia McKie Chapter Irene G
King 671 High Glen Dr San Jose CA
95133 408-272-3272
Cessna-Sargent Chapter Richard
Ornelas 7721 Bruce Way Bakers-
field ca 93306 661-363-7594
Delta Chapter James Skarles 1024
W Turner Road Lodi CA 95242
209-369-1380

Forty:Niners Chapter Edward F
Cadwallader 9501 Nut Tree Ct Elk
Grove CA 95624-1916 916-685-
5369

Fresno Chapter #1 Harry Dunlavy
5174 E Belmont Fresno CA 93727-
2401 559-252-7520

Golden State Chapter Connie C
Norris 1919 Leonard Ave Santa
Rosa CA 95405 707-545-4630
Inland Empire Chapter Cecil G
Davis 601 N Kirby St # 7 Hemet CA
92545 951-658-3856

John Lay Memorial Chapter Peter R
Locarnini 1734 Pacific Ave San
Leandro CA 94577 510-357-9689

Los Angeles Chapter Harry Corre
119 S Mansfield Ave Los Angeles
ca 90036 323-936-5831
Luzviminda Chapter David V
Tejada 433 Abbot Ave Daly City
CA 94014 650-756-9033

North State Chapter #1 Obie
Wickersham 1340 Kelleen Dr Yuba
City CA 95991 530-674-3389

San Diego County Chapter Frank
Burger 9500 Harritt Rd #197
Lakeside CA 92040 619-390-0313
San Fernando Valley Chapter
Martin Christie 23424 Mobile St
West Hills CA 91307 818-584-8624
San Joaquin Valley Chapter Allen P
Sughrue 1519 1/2 Crawford Rd
Modesto CA 95355 209-524-0297
Shasta Chapter Ellis T Booth
18506 Lloyd Ln Anderson CA
96007 916-244-1209

Southern Chapter #1 George R
Christoff 13552 Loretta Dr Tustin
CA 92780-1910 714-544-4982

COLORADO

Department of Colorado Richard
M Throckmorton 6530 Saulsbury
Ct Arvada CO 80003 303-422-
2941

Mile High Chapter Clayton A
Nattier 1805 S Balsam St # 164
Lakewood CO 80232 303-988-
2579

Northeast Colorado Chapter Joe
Cucarola 20627 Co Rd 41 Sterling
CO 80751 970-522-8278

Rocky Mountain Chapter Lester L
Stroup 4511 Moffat Ln Colorado
Springs CO 80915 719-596-3171

CONNECTICUT

Connecticut Chapter Edward ]
Giering 47 Long Hill Rd Clinton CT
06413-1840 860-669-5204

DELAWARE

Delaware Chapter #1 Stephen
Barczykowski 3418 N Rockfield Dr
Wilmington DE 19810 302-478-
2001
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FLORIDA

Department of Florida William
Allen 421 Fourth Ave N Tierra
Verde FL 33715 727-866-8337
Brevard Space Coast Chapter
Charles Haun 421 Sparrow Dr
Satellite Beach FL 32937 321-779-
1611

Broward-S Palm Beach County
Chapter Bernard Abrams 4970
Sabal Palm Blvd # 305 Tamarac FL
33319 954-970-8006

Central Florida Chapter Edward
[zbicky 800 Mark David Blvd
Casselberry FL 32707 407-331-
2829

Collier Chapter Gilbert Broughton
3352 Timberwood Cir Naples FL
34105 239-775-8548

East Central Florida Chapter Bruce
Hall 2111 Purple Martin Way Port
Orange FL 32128 386-788-1749
Emerald Coast Chapter Charles
Lea PO Box 792 Lillian AL 36549-
0792 334-961-2549

Florida First Coast Chapter
Herman Lodinger 2426 Jose Cir N
Jacksonville FL 32217 904-733-
0501

Florida Gulf Coast Chapter Don
Denny 1243 Wellington Dr
Clearwater FL 33764 727-446-
8981

Florida State Chapter #1 Ann
Hionedes 1147 King Arthur Ct #
216 Dunedin FL 34698 727-733-
7902

Florida’s Peace River Chapter
Edward J Dostie 2840 Penguin Ln
Englewood FL 34224 941-475-
5378

Gold Coast Chapter Kenneth R
Collins 21121 NE 23 Ave Miami FL
33180 305-935-1731

Greater Tampa Bay Chapter E V
Creel 315 Fern Cliff Ave Temple
Terrace FL 33617 813-988-7013
Hutchison-Poplawski Chapter
George Hizer 7528 Bayou George
Dr Panama City FL 32404 850-872-
1421

Imperial Chapter Howard Q Shanks
622 Elizabeth Ln Lakeland FL
33809 863-859-2577
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Lake Monroe Chapter Emory C
Clippert 11193 SE 173 Place
Summerfield FL 34491 352-307-
2417

Manasota Chapter Lucy Kampstra
1217 Edgewater Circle Bradenton
FL 34209 941-792-5517

North Central Florida Chapter
Byron R Kearbey 9976 SW 182nd
Circle Dunnellon FL 34432 352-
489-5842

Oakland Park Chapter Herbert
Hayes, Jr 6607 NW 93 Ave Tamarac
FL 33321 954-722-1393
Southwest Florida Chapter #100
Baldwin C Avery 1499 Myerlee
Manor #227 Ft Myers FL 33919
239-466-4332

Suncoast Chapter Paul A Bailey
1770 SW Beverly Terr Stuart FL
34997 772-219-4626

West Central Florida Chapter
James Wadlters 8674 G SW 96th St
Inverness FL 34481 352-854-1140

GEORGIA

Department of Georgia Raymond
Reierson 414 San Anton Dr Savan-
nah GA 31419 912-925-7073
Greater Atlanta Chapter Theron
Powell 3236 Poplar Dr NW
Lawrenceville GA 30044-4131 770-
923-2762

Greater Augusta Chapter Querin
Herlik 3480 Evans Lock Rd
Martinez GA 30907 706-863-0216
Middle Georgia Chapter Frank
Ryals 1111 Briarcliff Rd Warner
Robins GA 31088 478-922-5649
North Central Georgia Chapter
Maxine L Price 3215 Custer Lake
Dr NW Marietta GA 30064 770-
428-5091

Savannah Chapter George Bartell
26 Navigator Ln Savannah GA
31410 912-897-2052

Southwest Georgia Chapter Lee
James 2202 Lullwater Rd Albany
GA 31707 229-436-9363

The Mountaineer Chapter Ben
Purcell 1581 Hwy 197 N
Clarkesville GA 30523 706-754-
4134

Valley Chapter Thomas M Fort,
Adj. PO Box 236 Lumpkin GA
31805 229-838-4406

HAWAIIL

Hawaii Chapter Al Frumkin 98-501
Koauka Loop #1307 Aiea HI 96701
808-488-7655

IDAHO

Idaho Chapter Bud H Hinckley 663
Franklin Ave Pocatello ID 83201-
3864 208-233-3741

ILLINOIS

Department of Illinois Robert E
Foster 14 Conestoga Dr Auburn IL
62615 217-438-2136

Fox River Valley Chapter Fred
Stockmeier 1165 Leicester Rd Elk
Grove Village IL 60007 847-956-
7662

Greater Chicago Chapter Thomas
Jundanian 12859 Shawnee Rd
Palos Heights IL 60463-2030 708-
448-6862

Heart of Illinois Chapter Frederick
Wiese 103 Harvey St Washington IL
61571 309-444-8593

IL-IA-MO Chapter Melvin Tucker
2715 Tamala Terrace Quincy IL
62301 217-223-3899

Mliana Chapter John M Sant 23
Shady Lane Danville IN 61832 217-
446-6858

Kickapoo Chapter Merl
Vanderhoof 506 West End Ave
Newton IL 62448 618-783-2793
OKAW Chapter Debra J Hensley
107 Greenview St East Alton IL
62024 618-258-1049

Springfield Illinois Area Chapter
Shirley Patton 3228 S Douglas
Springfield IL 62704 217-787-2280
Western Illinois Chapter Martin
Parisot 3555 8th St Moline IL
61265-7157 309-764-5060

INDIANA

Department of Indiana Gordon
Squires 1730 Woodland Dr Elkhart
IN 46514 219-262-9343

Indiana Dunes Chapter John H
McKee 515 E Homer St Michigan
City IN 46360 219-872-4932
Indiana Hoosier Chapter Leonard E
Rose, Adj. 8103 E 50th St
Lawrence IN 46226 317-546-1860
Indiana Stone Belt Chapter Donald
B Ellis 507 Cobblestone Court
Bloomington IN 47403 812-825-
5253
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Michiana Chapter Gordon Squires
1730 Woodland Dr Elkhart IN
46514 219-262-9343

Northern Indiana Chapter C L
Wright 1014 Moss St Hammond IN
46320 219-931-9794

Old Fort Chapter Roland E Weber
10402 Bass Rd Ft Wayne IN 46818
219-625-3708

Southern Indiana Chapter Guy M
Stephens 5477 Yankeetown Rd
Boonville IN 47601 812-853-8223
West Central Indiana Chapter
Eugene Saucerman 11769 S US
Hwy 41 Terre Haute IN 47802 812-
299-2971

IOWA

Department of Iowa Lester Folwell
924 Rose Ave Des Moines 1A
50315 515-991-7944

Eastern Iowa Chapter Lawrence
Dwyer 814 Woodland Ave
Muscatine [A 52761 319-263-5249
JTowa Great Lakes Chapter
Lawrence Paulsen Box 225 Paullina
IA 51046 712-448-2237

JTowa Tri-State Chapter Adeline
Robinson PO Box 125 Lawton 1A
51030-0125 712-944-5351
Mid-Iowa Chapter Ivan Hunter

1102 4th St Gowrie 1A 50543-7536
515-352-3629

Northeast Iowa Chapter Carroll S
Bogard 726 N Carolina PL Mason
City IA 50401 641-424-4870
Southwest Iowa Chapter Tom
Snyder 419 W Willow St Clarinda IA
51632 712-542-3927

KANSAS

Air Capital Chapter Fred Schlender
1809 Carnation Moundridge KS
67107 620-463-3103

Kansas POW Chapter Carl ] Fyler
300 SW Yorkshire Rd Topeka KS
66606-2260 785-272-8492
Leavenworth POW Chapter
Benedict Lohman 5825 Alhambra
Drive Fairway KS 66205 913-262-
6955

KENTUCKY

Department of Kentucky Dudley
Riley 412 Hickory St Dawson
Springs KY 42408 270-797-4147
Bluegrass Chapter #1 Ralph
Redmond HC 60 Box 545 Argillite
KY 41121 606-473-7206

Daniel Boone Chapter Juan G
Rodriguez 1550 Beacon Hill Rd
Lexington KY 40504-2304 859-
255-5455

Kentuckiana Chapter Walter P
Thomas 2015 Japonica Way
Louisville KY 40242-3403 502-425-
5649

Western Kentucky Chapter Dudley
Riley 412 Hickory St Dawson
Springs KY 42408 270-797-4147

LOUISIANA

Department of Louisiana Jim Clark
214 Oakdale Bastrop LA 71220-
2330 318-281-5505

Acadian Chapter Jack E Thurman
319 Elmwood Dr Lafayette LA
70503 337-984-0227

Ark-La-Tex Chapter Wiley A Smith
2415 Ashland Ave Bossier City LA
71111 318-741-9602

Northeast Louisiana Chapter W.R.
Matheny 3511 Bishop El Dorado
AR 71730 670-864-9011

Red Stick Chapter Donald M
Menard 4811 Angleton Ct Baton
Rouge LA 70817 225-752-0448
South Louisiana Chapter Martin
Richard 4601 Cleveland Place
Metairie LA 70003 504-887-2143

MAINE

Edgar L Poss Chapter Aime Foisy
33 Seventh St Auburn ME 04210
207-784-6159

MARYLAND

Department of Maryland John H
Meyers 7536 Brightwater Bch Rd
Glen Burnie MD 21061 410-437-
4788, "

Albert ] Bland Maryland North
Chapter Milton O Price Sr 71
Crystal Ct Bel Air MD 21014 410-
803-0237

Chuck Williams Mid-Maryland
Chapter Stephen Czecha 8406
Buckhannon Dr Potomac MD
20854 301-299-7634

Maryland East Chapter Joseph C
Sangermano 413 Bayshore Dr
#102 Ocean City MD 21842-5494
410-289-7376

Maryland West Chapter James
Patrick Dickel PO Box 378 Mt
Savage MD 21545 301-264-3651

MASSACHUSETTS

Department of Massachusetts
Edward Parks 292 Miller St
Middleboro MA 02346 508-947-
4572

Central Massachusetts Chapter
Stephen Kalinowski Jr 25 Pheasant
Hill Run W Boylston MA 01583-
2328 508-835-4568

Massachusetts Chapter #1 James
Fife 52 Bess Rd Needham MA
02192 781-444-7893
Southeastern Massachusetts
Chapter Edward Parks 292 Miller St
Middleboro MA 02346 508-947-
4572

Western Massachusetts Chapter
Antonio C Casanova 114 Fenway
Dr Springfield MA 01119-2434 413-
783-8160

MICHIGAN

Central Michigan Chapter Joseph
Bierwagen 705 N Francis Ave
Lansing MI 48912 517-482-7912
Northeastern Michigan Chapter
Dale A Stevens 5861 F-41 Spruce
MI 48762 517-471-2343
Wolverine Chapter #1 Edward
Kazmierczak 3754 Elvera Ln
Warren MI 48092 586-268-1954

MINNESOTA

Department of Minnesota Richard
L Carroll 4171 Starbridge Ct Eagan
MN 55122 651-452-7597
Arrowhead Ex-POWs Chapter
Betty Wanhala 1423 14th Ave E
Hibbing MN 55746 218-262-2504
Central Minnesota Chapter Henry ]
Sha 1213 1st St So Cold Spring MN
56368 320-597-3631

Hiawatha Chapter Helen Tucker PO
Box 38 Millville MN 55957 0

Lake Superior Chapter Alfred ]
Agostino 2103 Dunedin Ave
Duluth MN 55803 218-724-8154
Lakes Region Chapter Glenys
Hotzler 400 Washington Ave Park
Rapids MN 56470 218-732-4398
Minneapolis-St Paul Chapter Earl F
Miller 1941 Ford Parkway #107 St
Paul MN 55116 651-698-4321
Prairieland Chapter Florian Wersal
45783 210th St Springfield MN
56087 507-723-5597
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Red River Chapter Earle Bombar-
dier 919 N Ada Fergus Falls MN
56537 218-736-0269

MISSISSIPPI

Department of Mississippi William
G Krebs, Jr 2111 Pascagoula St
Pascagoula MS 39567 228-762-
1372

Magnolia Chapter Frankie E Petty
404 Magazine Circle Gulfport MS
39507 228-897-2005

Mississippi Chapter Milton L
McMullen 100 Darrowsby Pl Madi-
son MS 39110 601-853-9091
Mississippi Gulf Coast Chapter
Edward Williams 2040 Mauvilla Ct
Biloxi MS 39531 228-388-7107
North Mississippi Chapter William
Henderson 105 Shagbark Drive
Batesville MS 38606 662-563-4095
Northeast Mississippi Chapter
Peggy Stalnaker 1704 Clayton
Tupelo MS 38801 662-842-5068
W Jack Cleere Memorial Chapter
Vernon Brumfield 100 Willoughby
Road Jayess MS 39641 601-876-
4479

MISSOURI

Department of Missouri Charles
Crandell PO Box 400 Forsyth MO
65653 417-546-4634

Central Missouri Chapter Wilburn
C Rowden 238 Eastland Dr
Jefferson City MO 65101 573-636-
3371

Greater Ozarks Chapter Charles H
Crandell Jr PO Box 400 Forsyth
MO 65653 417-546-4634

Greater St Louis Chapter Charles
Foley 9601 Tocan Ct Affton MO
63123 314-631-7376

Heart of America Chapter Don
Redding 16602 E 53rd St So
Independence MO 64055 816-350-
3686

Pony Express Chapter Robert
Shimer 6100 Lake Front Lane St
Joseph MO 64504 816-238-3406
South Central Missouri Chapter
Harold Dunn 26205 Silver Lane
Waynesville MO 65583 573-774-
6830
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State Fair Chapter Carol Loveall
408 Acorn Warrensburg MO 64093
660-747-7754

MONTANA

Big Sky Chapter James E Dew 531
E Sussex Ave Missoula MT 59801
406-543-7420

NEBRASKA

Department of Nebraska Dennis L
Pavlik 14733 Arbor Street Omaha
NE 68144-2108 402-330-1757
Cornhusker Chapter Carroll A
Wyman 2717 W 7th Hastings NE
68901 402-462-4937

Lincoln Chapter Robert F Yeager
10701 NW 56th St Malcolm NE
68402 402-783-2511

Omaha Chapter #1 Dennis Pavlik
14733 Arbor Omaha NE 68144
402-330-1757

NEVADA

Las Vegas 7-11 Chapter Eugene
Ramos 5797 Commonwealth Dr
Las Vegas NV 89110 702-453-5832

NEW HAMPSHIRE

New Hampshire Chapter Ann St
Hilaire 48 Matthias St Salem NH
03079 603-893-8780

NEW JERSEY

Department of New Jersey
Charles Susino 136 Jefferson St
Metuchen NJ 08840 732-549-5775
Cape May County Chapter Vincent
Pale 217 E Hudson Ave Villas NJ
08251-2629 609-886-0923
Continental Chapter of New
Jersey Joseph P O'Donnell 20
O'Rourke Dr Robbinsville NJ 08691
609-585-1346

Garden State Chapter #1 Edwin W
Hays W 143 Ridgewood Ave
Paramus NJ 07652 201-445-1533
Garden State Chapter #2 Richard
G White Jr. 2 Amelia Court Mt
Laurel NJ 08054 856-234-0464
Garden State Chapter #3 Vincent
Fugarazzo 69 Prospect St Nutley
NJ 07110-3153 973-667-5939
Neglected Heroes Chapter Emilio
Vizachero 304 Fountain Ave
Burlington NJ 08016 609-387-7454

Ocean County Chapter Franklin
Koehler 243 Torrey Pines Dr Toms
Rver NJ 08757 732-244-4629

NEW MEXICO

Department of New Mexico
Thomas Foy PO Box 266 Bayard
NM 88023 505-535-3355
Albuquerque Chapter #1 Matthew
Lawrence 6 Taos Tr N Corrales NM
87048 505-890-3924

Las Cruces Chapter Ward F
Redshaw 1748 Pomona Dr Las
Cruces NM 88011

Santa Fe Chapter Evans R Garcia
1100 Alvarado SE #101 Albuquer-
que NM 87108 505-255-1939

NEW YORK

Department of New York Harold B
Perkins 972 Main St Clifton Park
NY 12065 518-877-7410

Big Apple Chapter Martin M Gelman
149 Madison Ave Englewood NJ
07631 201-567-7458

Brooklyn Key Chapter Harold
Radish 50-64 245th St Douglaston
NY 11362 718-225-4540

Central New York Chapter Myles
Sinnott 82 Lester Ave Ilion NY
13357 315-894-9825

Greater New York Chapter Gus
Siciliano SVC 2562 Fenton Ave
NYC NY 10469

Greater Rochester Chapter Albert
Ceccanti 30 Brian Drive Rochester
NY 14624 716-594-4072

Hudson Valley Chapter Harvey
Horn 165 Pine Tree Rd Monroe NY
10950-9611 845-783-4322
Nassau-Suffolk-Long Island Chap-
ter Martin Andrews 645 Belle
Terre Road #47 Port Jefferson NY
11777 631-928-9613

Northeast New York Chapter
Coleman C Duncan 135
Grandview Ave Apt 3B Catskill NY
12414 518-943-7474

Northern New York Chapter
Charles Hickman 2030 County Rte
49 Winthrop NY 13697 315-389-
4051

Southern Tier Chapter Frank A
George 333 Squires Ave Endicott
NY 13760 607-748-2026
Southwestern New York Chapter
Robert T Peterson PO Box 505 -
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41 Sinclair Dr Sinclairville NY 14782
716-962-2065

Western New York Chapter
Benedict J Klinshaw 4591 South-
western Blvd Bldg N-1 Hamburg
NY 14075 716-649-4217

NORTH CAROLINA

Department of North Carolina Bill
Richardson 5125 Lake Vallley
Drive Fayetteville NC 28303 910-
864-7318

Cape Fear Chapter Ira Folks 4
Pebble Beach Dr Oak Island NC
28465-8301 910-278-7672
Catawba Valley Chapter Louis
Bounous PO Box 472 Valdese NC
28690 828-874-0948

Coastal Plain Chapter R C Gregory
705 S Harding Dr # 204 Goldsboro
NC 27534 919-734-1418

Eastern North Carolina Chapter
Dallas Barnes 811 Branch St Rocky
Mount NC 27801 252-446-4909
Foothills Chapter Fred L Burgin
669 Pointer Rd Forest City NC
28043 828-245-2575

Greater Fayetteville Chapter #1
William Richardson 5125 Lake
Valley Dr Fayetteville NC 28303
910-864-7314

Greater Greensboro Chapter Paul
Carter 162 Sullivan Rd Thomasville
NC 27360 919-472-4711
Metrolina Ex-POW Chapter E W
Halliburton 2109 Sunderland P1
Charlotte NC 28211 704-366-2936
Piedmont Chapter of North
Carolina Floyd Wilmoth 1816
Wilmoth Rd Boonville NC 27011
336-468-4013

Western North Carolina Chapter
Jim Prewitt 410 Haw Branch Rd
Barnardsville NC 28769 828-626-
2364

NORTH DAKOTA

Department of North Dakota
Reinhold Weber 250 College St SE
Valley City ND 58072 701-845-
1656

Dakota North Chapter Arnold
Postovit 613 2nd St SE Tioga ND
58852 701-664-2144

Dakota Plains Chapter Herald
Tastad 212-8th St SE # 5 Mayville
ND 58257 701-786-3276

Dakota West Chapter Selma
Carlson 5002 Jetty Beach Dr S
Mandan ND 58554 701-663-4364

OHIO

Department of Ohio Doc¢ Unger
1316 Sloane Ave Lakewood OH
44107 216-521-1889

Barbed Wire Buckeyes Chapter
Clement A Kuhman 155
Woodridge Dr Elyria OH 44035
440-365-5337

Dayton Area Chapter Robert
Fowle, Adj. 114 Ellington Rd
Riverside OH 45431 937-253-7643
Fairfield Barb Wire Chapter
Eleanora Morrow 134 Kanawha Rd
Lancaster OH 43130 740-654-0783
Mahoning Valley Chapter Daniel
King 501 Saltspring Rd Warren OH
44481 330-652-7183

Maumee Valley Chapter Irwin
Welling 4371 Moline Martin Rd
Millbury OH 43447 419-838-6971
Mid-Ohio Valley Chapter Eugene
Parker 402 1/2 Washington St
Marietta OH 45750 740-374-4248
Moundbuilder Chapter Pat Thomp-
son 1596 Blue Jay Rd Heath OH
43056 740-323-1760

North Central Ohio Chapter
Douglas Bunn 4996 Little Indian
Road Kimbolton OH 43749 740-
432-3309

Northwest Central Ohio Chapter
Richard Leonard 2127 Larkspur Dr
Elida OH 45807 419-339-0916
Ohio Chapter #1 William Schmidt
1001 Parkview Blvd # 316 Colum-
bus OH 43219 614-372-0788
O-K-I Chapter Frank Bates 3612
Dust'Commander Dr Hamilton OH
45011 513-844-8606

Scioto-Ohio River Valley Chapter
Grover L Swearingen 408 Fair Park
Ave W Union OH 45693 937-544-
2459

Springfield Ohio Area Chapter #1
William E Shay 23D Commandery
Ct Springfield OH 45504-5602 937-
323-7339

Steel Valley Chapter Norman
Swaney 104 Spring Garden Dr
Youngstown OH 44512 330-726-
9217

Yellow Creek Chapter William R
Hannen 107 McKinley Rd Weirton
WV 26062 304-748-1025

OKLAHOMA

Central Oklahoma Chapter Ben
Little 1604 Foxfire Rd Edmond OK
73003 405-340-0301

Muskogee Chapter Leslie Brown
4132 East 36th Pl Tulsa OK 74135
918-742-7133

Northeastern Oklahoma Chapter
Leonard F Cruzan 318 “G” St NW
Miami OK 74354-5724 918-542-
3540

Oklahoma Panhandle Chapter
Walter W Roberts 1601
Broadmoor Dr Woodward OK
73801-4319

Tulsa Chapter Peggy McClure 8607
E 77th P1 S Tulsa OK 74133 918-
252-7777

OREGON

Department of Oregon Richard
Crow 560 NE Lormax Place Toledo
OR 97391 541-336-3635

Big Timber Chapter Mike Ryan 339
S 7th St Lebanon OR 97355-2212
541-258-5732

Columbia River Chapter Fred M
Liddell 16165 SW 129th Terrace
Tigard OR 97224-3058 503-684-
3270

Umpqua River Chapter Donald H
Kitzman 1780 NE Beulah Dr
Roseburg OR 97470-2107
Willamette Valley Chapter Walter
Brophy 7025 SE Clatsop Portland
OR 97206 503-774-2171

PENNSYLVANIA

Department of Pennsylvania Frank
Kusnir, Jr 633 Redwood St Harris-
burg PA 17109 717-737-1345
Barbed Wire Assn of NW Pennsyl-
vania Paul S Johnson PO Box 135
Waterford PA 16441 814-796-
0556

Brandywine Chapter David H Lewis
209 S Hendricks Ave Exton PA
19341 610-363-6072

Central Penn Chapter Mary
Shawver PO Box 133 McClure PA
17841 717-658-9721

Conestoga Chapter Francis J
Lashinsky 8015 Gate House Ln
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PO Box 125 Cornwall PA 17016-
0125 717-228-0792

Freedom Chapter William F Miller
127 Hillside Rd Lebanon PA 17042
717-273-5840

Greater Lehigh Valley Chapter Earl
(Lee) Leaser 3313 Musselman
Court Whitehall PA 18052 610-
799-0508

Keystone Chapter of NE Pennsyl-
vania Fred C Searles 453 Mt Olifet
Rd Kingston Twp Wyoming PA
18664 570-696-0343

Liberty Bell Chapter Catherine M
‘Cay’ Burns 61 New Pond Ln
Levittown PA 19054-3811 215-
945-1014

Pennsylvania Capital City Chapter
Frank S Kusnir Jr 633 Redwood
Street Harrisburg PA 17109 717-
737-1345

Pittsburgh Area Chapter Howard
Lowenberg 416 Janice Dr Pitts-
burgh PA 15235 412-242-3752
Southern Allegheny Chapter Lewis
Fulare Short St Ramey PA 16671
814-378-8666

Susquehanna Chapter Ralph
Ammon 215 Market St Mifflinburg
PA 17844 717-966-2550

Tri-State Chapter Vincent R Kane
4406 Bond Ave Drexel Hill PA
19026 610-449-5939

RHODE ISLAND

Rhode Island Chapter #1 Paul
Haggerty 12 Fischer Dr Apt 3EN
Kingstown RI 02852 401-885-9609

SOUTH CAROLINA

Department of South Carolina
Reggie Salisbury 2097 Cypress
Campground Rd Ridgeville SC
29472 843-688-5372

Catawba Chapter of South Caro-
lina Gene Newton 637 Oakwood
Ln Rock Hill SC 29730-3732 864-
328-2065

Central Savannah River Area
Chapter Lynn Taylor 140 Cherry
Hills Dr Aiken SC 29803-5604 803-
643-0532

Emerald Chapter Jack H Simmons
202 Hillcrest Dr Greenwood SC
29646 803-227-8923
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Low Country Chapter Edsel H
Flanders 119 Cherry Hill Ave
Goose Creek SC 29445-5304 843-
797-1858

Palmetto Chapter Guy G Wright
2412 Lewie St Leesville SC 29070-
8144 803-892-2376

Piedmont Chapter of South
Carolina Harold S Penland 440
Pierce Cook Rd Woodruff SC
29388-8695 864-439-8976
Upstate Chapter Roy McJunkin
3707 State Park Rd Greenville SC
29609-6848 864-244-5943 N
SOUTH DAKOTA

Department of South Dakota
Steven S Fousek PO Box 37 Rapid
City SD 57709 605-343-0940
Black Hills Century Chapter Hazel
M Gourley, Adj. 13150 Big Bend Rd
Rapid City SD 57702-8500 605-
342-7159

Sioux Land Chapter William F
Vermillion, Adj. 404 W Main
Beresford SD 57004 605-763-
2475

TENNESSEE

Department of Tennessee Ruth
Lewis 105 Hughes Rd Watauga TN
37694 423-543-4391

Alvin C York Chapter Warren King
Sr 1015 Mitchell Rd Nashville TN
37206 615-226-7811
Chattanooga Chapter Albert R
Johnson 707 Rocky Shadows
Chattanooga TN 37421 423-892-
3614

East Tennessee Chapter George
Hatcher 738 Grove Ave Erwin TN
37650 423-743-6852

Middle Tennessee Chapter A
Bates Southall 7758 Daugherty
Capley Rd Bon Aqua TN 37025
615-799-0333

Mid-South Chapter Robert W
Fleming, Sr 4278 Willow Rd Mem-
phis TN 38111 901-743-1028
Paul T Johnson Chapter Fred
Brown 1504 W Main St Obion TN
38240 901-536-5951

Smoky Mountain Chapter Paul H
Lankford 105 Hummingbird Dr
Maryville TN 37803 865-982-1189
West Tennessee Chapter McCall
Lewis 1680 Davis Rd Lexington TN
38351-7604 901-968-0054

TEXAS

Department of Texas Morris
Barker 4010 Everglade Odessa TX
79762 432-366-2562

Capitol City Chapter Sina J Chan-
dler PO Box 57 Bastrop TX 78602
512-237-2744

Cen-Tex Chapter #1 Ruby Williams
1306 N 4th St Temple TX 76501-
2013 254-773-3542

Concho Valley Chapter Stratton
Beesley 2701 Hemlock San Angelo
TX 76904 325-949-0195

Corpus Christi Chapter James A
‘Butch’ Glasson Jr 715 San Patricio
St Taft TX 78390 316-528-3206
Crossroads Ex-POW Chapter #1
Faye Clapsaddle 1701 N Virginia St
#H-5 Port Lavaca TX 77979 361-
552-9216

Dallas Metroplex Chapter Herbert
M Sheaner Jr 7151 Greenbrook
Lane Dallas TX 75214 214-827-
5081

East Texas Chapter #1 Herman
Molen 2029 VZ CR 2311 Mabank
TX 75147 903-887-7431

Fort Worth Chapter Mel Stevens
5516 David Strickland Fort Worth
TX 76119 817-478-5772
Highland Lakes Chapter John H
Oliver 1400 Ocotilla Dr Marble
Falls TX 78654 830-693-8220
Hub of the Plains Chapter Homer
Jones 5212 91st Street Lubbock
TX 79424 806-771-0607

North Central Texas Chapter
Zaven Masoomian 3816 Santiago
Dr Plano TX 75023 972-867-4531
Permian Basin Chapter Morris
Barker 4010 Everglade Odessa TX
79762 432-366-2562

Rio Grande Valley Chapter Donald
McLeod 4515 Graham Rd #113
Harlingen TX 78552 956-423-3724
San Antonio Chapter #1 Howard T
Ray 7507 Legend Rock San Anto-
nio TX 78244-2414 210-661-5911
Texas Golden Triangle Chapter
Broughton Hand PO Box 604
Anahuac TX 77514 409-267-3253
Texas Gulf Coast Chapter Leander
Pflughaupt 6403 Lindyann Hous-
ton TX 77008 713-864-5208
Texas Panhandle Chapter Charles
Sturgeon 4722 Princeton Amarillo
TX 79109 806-355-4606



departments/chapters

Waco Chapter #1 Herbert R Morris
1900 Woodgate Dr #408 Waco TX
76712 254-666-3467

West Central Texas Chapter #1
Dennis Bruno 1255 Chariot Circle
Abilene TX 79602 325-672-3712
Wichita Falls Chapter Chuck
Hartney 4701 Gay St Wichita Falls
TN 76306 817-855-1696

VERMONT

Vermont Chapter #1 Richard H
Hamilton 63 Hughes Road
Brattleboro VT 05301-7970 802-
464-5470

VIRGINIA

Department of Virginia William C
Fauber 4062 Overlook Trail Dr
Roanoke VA 24014 540-776-0724
Bill Rolen Memorial Chapter Frank
Brandon PO Box 1084 Falls Church
VA 22041 703-671-7392

Blue Ridge Piedmont Chapter
Doris M Murphy 990 Madison Dr
Earlysville VA 22936 434-973-3792
Bob Frakes Shenandoah Valley
Chapter Loring R Carper 304
Knollwood Court Winchester VA
22602 540-662-3533

Central Virginia Chapter Elmer H
Loving 966 Elon Rd Madison
Heights VA 24572-9786 434-929-
0318

Denny Landrum Chapter Paul E
Galanti 21 Maxwell Rd Richmond
VA 23226-1627 804-359-6366
Hampton Roads Chapter George T
Coker 1145 Wivenhoe Way
Virginia Beach VA 23454 757-481-
9578

James L Hale Memorial Chapter
Henry E Wallace 431 Winterhaven
Dr Newport News VA 23606 757-
930-1440

Peninsula Jimmy Hale Memorial
Chapter M M Turner 8041 Tarpon
Pl Norfolk VA 23518 804-587-3907
Roanoke Valley Chapter Deo V
Wilson 210 Davis Rd Roanoke VA
24012 540-977-4609

Southwest Virginia Chapter James
Beaver PO Box 2103 Abingdon VA
24212 276-623-0875

WASHINGTON

Department of Washington Lloyd
Gabriel 211 Ranchette Ln Selah
WA 98942 509-697-3355
Christmastown USA Chapter John
E Hanson 1918 Harrison Ave # 36
Centralia WA 98531 360-736-0178
Evergreen Chapter Frank Gadwa
7207 68th Ave NE Marysville WA
98270 360-659-1638

Fort Vancouver Chapter Dale F
Bowlin 6712 Montana Ln
Vancouver WA 98661 360-696-
0871

Fourth Corner Chapter Sigrid
Powers 2435 Huron St Bellingham
WA 98229 360-676-0152

Island Chapter Roy L Compton 96
S Harrington Lagoon Rd Coupeville
WA 98239-3916 360-678-4563
Kitsap Chapter Tom Goins 729 NE
McWilliams Rd Bremerton WA
98311-3102 360-373-8557
Olympic Peninsula Chapter Gary
Ousley 124 Greenway Dr Sequim
WA 98382 360-683-0734

Seattle Chapter James Keeffe 444
140th Ave NE Bellevue WA 98005
425-747-4444

Spokane-Inland Empire Chapter
Jerome V ‘Jerry’ Gleesing 13421 E
25th Ave Spokane WA 99216 509-
928-5458

Tacoma Chapter Jim Wells 14802
25th Ave Ct E Tacoma WA 98445-
4934 253-531-4403

Tri-Cities Chapter Lloyd Gabriel
211 Ranchette Ln Selah WA
98942-9542 509-697-3355

WEST VIRGINIA

Department of West Virginia
Charles Brown 145 Seemont Dr
Kingwood WV 26537 304-329-
1382

Barbed Wire Mountaineer Chapter
Annette Smith 621 Front St
Brownsville PA 15417 724-785-
8536

Ohio Valley Barbed Wire Chapter
#1 Clarence Frey Rt 2 Box 178
Wellsburg WV 26070 304-394-
5755

WISCONSIN

Department of Wisconsin Albert
Kath 2033 S Jackson St Janesville
WI 53545 608-754-3240

Badger Chapter Donald Heiliger
2433 Leslie Rd Stoughton WI
53589 608-873-8613

Central Wisconsin Chapter Vera
Meinhardt 2406 N Peach Ave # 6
Marshfield WI 54449 715-387-6000
Coulee Region Chapter Edward
Wojahn 1553 West Young Dr
Onalaska WI 54650 608-783-3670
Milwaukee Barb Wire Chapter
Marvin Roslansky 3057 Meyer Ct
Apt 6 Racine WI 53406 262-554-
5992

Northeastern Wisconsin Chapter
Milford Roehrborn 2401 County
Rd U Wrightstown WI 54180 920-
766-3227

Southern Wisconsin Chapter Karl
Rannenberg 1235 Boynton Ct
Janesville WI 53545 608-752-7027
Wisconsin Indianhead Chapter
Jane Lindblad 120 Gilbert Avenue
Eau Claire WI 54701 715-833-2064
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NamPOW news

And the Beat Goes On...

Yesterday [ visited NAS Oceana
where I happily was reminded that,
in the 22 years since I retired from
the Navy, the institution hasn't gone
to hell, after all.  met with a LTJG (Lt.,
junior grade) who was doing the
same thing I'd done in my squadron -
aircraft division officer - for about
80 sailors. He even looked like I did
back then - although I didn’t tell him
that as [ didn’t want to ruin his day.
The purpose of the visit was to so-
licit help getting an A-4 Skyhawk
painted to look like “my” airplane did
in 1966. He shrugged and said, “No
problem,” just like I would've back in
1966 or even in 1982 before I re-
tired. Made my day. Friendly sailors
everywhere on the base - in stark
contrast to the nasty attitudes I see
in daily life elsewhere from people
who have no cause to be nasty.

On the 100 mile drive home, my mind
raced. The LTJG reminded |
me of me. He was positive
about the good things we
could get done, he'd have
no trouble finding volun-
teers to help and they’d be B8
glad to do it. Wow... A |
young Naval officer making
the day of an olde, uh, Fudd
and not even realizing why
this geezer was getting a
little misty-eyed. The beat B
goes on. :

I remembered meeting
Denny Landrum, a WWII Pa-
cific POW for whom our lo-
cal AXPOW Chapter was
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later named, and his telling me that [
looked so young. (I was 37) Ed Davis,
another long-term Vietnam POW, a
year longer than I was, and [ were vis-
iting Denny in McGuire VAMC in Rich-
mond (see photo).

We chatted about many things and
the years went away. Denny was sud-
denly young again and we were re-
galing each other with sea stories.
Denny had been captured when his
submarine was forced to surface and
detained under miserable conditions.

Denny had been chosen by his fel-
low POWs to carry the flag as the
newly-repatriated POWs exited the
camp under the Japanese Torii gate.
He was shosen because of his height,
6'4."” The artist's rendering of Denny
carrying that flag appeared on the
cover of National Geographic and has
graced every copy of this Bulletin for
many years. Denny was skin and
bones but the pride showed through
as he stood tall and led the group
out of the camp to freedom. It had
been a rough time.

And yet Denny Landrum had one of
the most positive attitudes I've ever
observed on anybody. Nothing got
Denny down including his fatal illness.
[ learned alot from Denny and have
tried to pass it on. He thanked me
for making his day just for visiting
him. The beat goes on.

T'¥

So let’s see... Denny was a Navy sub-
mariner. He had arough time as a POW
but survived. Nobody remembers

hearing anything negative from
Denny after he returned to the U.S.
(except, I suppose, when it took him
10 years to get into the VA system
because he didn’t have his medical
records from the POW camp).

After returning from Vietnam 7
months on cruise, six years, eight
months as a POW, I felt the same way
Denny did. There just wasn’t a lot to
complain about in comparison to
what we'd endured in POW camps
but we seemed to be surrounded by
negative people.

I guess bad news sells but the main-
stream media is full of bad news. All
the bad news that’s fit to print - para-
phrasing the New York Times motto
to bring it more in line with said
newspaper's current philosophy. (Al-
though in light of several internal
problems, it might be more appropri-
ate to say, “All the News that’s Fit to
Create!”)

So that’s why you won’t hear me
complain often - except about those
individuals who are perpetual whin-
ers. It occurred to me that I hold
them in contempt just like Denny
Landrum did!

Then I visit a Naval Air Station, meet
a young LTJG who's had more de-
ployments to more countries and
been in harm's way more times than
any of us has been and he’s
got the same positive atti-
tude. We - all of us - have a
lot to be grateful for and for
things we sometimes take
for granted.

LTJG Greg Doison, his boss,
LCDR John Wood, their skip-
per, FA-18 pilot and Squadron
commander, CAPT Steve
Brennan have spent much
more time away from home
| than any POW I know. And yet
they have the same very posi-
tive attitude I've observed in
fellow POWs.

So the beat goes on. And we're lucky
that it does.



contributions

Please send donations to:
National Headquarters, 3201
East Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40,
Arlington, TX 76010. You can
also make a donation with a
credit card (MasterCard or
Visa). Just call 817-6492979.
Thank you!

GENERAL FUND

Eleanor & Walter Huss

Frances Haglund

Jesse Daniel

John T Johnson

Joseph Bauman

Loreto Lazo

Ralph Neal

In appreciation of Frank Kravetz
and John Parkhurst, by F. Brunner
In honor of Joe & Kay Ragan's 60"
Anniversary, by Roland Guerin

In memory of A.J. Puckett, by Mel &
Harriet Steffes

In memory of Charlotte Galloway,
by John & Phyllis Hutchins

In memory of Charlotte Galloway,
by Frank & Anne Kravetz

In memory of Clyde Davis, by
Adeline Robinson

In memory of Fred Martinez, by Ara
& Dorothy Dedeian

In memory of Leona Dye, by
Charles Dye

In memory of Lester Sletta, by the
Rocky Mountain Chapter

In memory of Milne DeHart,by
Robert & Shirley Field

In memory of Sidney Shertzer, by
the Piedmont Chapter

In memory of Thomas Ryan, by Gail
Wangler

In memory of Wade Murphy, by
Janina Spencer

In memory of Wade Murphy, by
Lorraine Jedlick

In memory of Wade Murp, 7, by
Nancy & Ray Schramm

In memory of Wade Murphy, by OC
& Betty Paynter

In memory of Wade Murphy, by G.H.
Marine

In memory of Wade Murphy, by
Alice & Jim Wilson

In memory of Wade Murphy, by
Grant & Dorothy Riffe

LEGISLATIVE FUND
In memory of Eldred Bounds, by the
Department of Maryland

In memory of Esther May Mulcahy,
by Eleanor & Bud Huson

In memory of Esther May Mulcahy,
by the Department of Maryland

In memory of Owen Pickle, by the
Greater St. Louis Chapter

N.S.0. FUND

Frederic Miller

In memory of Kitty Lockridge, by
Mel & Harriet Steffes

Bequests in Wills and
Living Trusts

A bequest in your will or living trust is
an uncomplicated way to help the
American Ex-Prisoners of War.

A bequest may take several forms. It
can be specific sum, a percentage of
your estate, or the remainder of your
estate after expenses and gifts to
loved ones. Bequests can include
cash, securities, real or personal prop-
erty. You can specify a specific fund
or use for vour gift.

For more information about bequests
to the American Ex-Prisoners of War.,
please contact National Headquarters
at 817-649-2979.

National Chaplain
John Romine
1609 S. 23rd Street

Rogers, AR 72758
(479) 636-2287

The story is told that a young intern
asked an old doctor what he thought
was the greatest medication that he
had ever used in his years of prac-
tice. The old doctor thought for
awhile about all the new drugs that

had come on the market and looked
the young intern in the eye and said,
“The most wonderful medicine is not
compounded of rare, expensive
drugs,.but very commonplace and in-
expensive things. You can spell it
with just four letters: L-O-V-E." It is
my greatest hope and praver that
this kind of remedy worked at the
2006 National convention to cure the
virus that would have changed or
perhaps destroyed our very unique
organization. “Love” is the true and
living God’s way of curing ailments
of all kinds. We must always use this
kind of medication because it is
God’s perfect remedy for what ails
our way of life.

Let us pray: Almighty God, the lover
and keeper of all there is or ever will
be. Please, Lord, be with us we be-

seech You as we face the problems
of everyday life here on this earth.
Give us the proper ability to enjoy
and share the blessings that come our
way. Forgive us our sins and short-
comings as we in our own way reach
out to share Your kind of love. Life.
And happiness with others. Be with
us and those still listed as POW/MIAs.
Be with our very unique organization
as we pray for peace on earth and
good will toward all people and na-
tions. AMEN.

Thought for the month: All of us
have the ability to cause trouble at
any time, anywhere. But happy, God
loving people refuse to use this abil-

1ty.
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taps

I»-F;j

Please submit taps notices to: Cheryl Cerbone, 267 Main St. South Dennis, MA 02660

BADER, Willard “Bill” of the
Brevard Space Coast Chapter,
AXPOW died May 20, 2005. He was
SVC of the Chapter. Bill was an Army
Air Corps veteran. He was a POW in
Germany for 15 months. Survivors
include his wife, Grace.

BLUM, Gilbert T. bravely entered a
new world fit for heroes, August 30,
2005. He was deeply adored by his
family - wife Betty, 2 sons, 3 grand-
children, 6 great-grandchildren and
1 sister. Gilbert fought coura-
geously with Darbys Rangers in
WWII until he was captured at
Anzio. He endured under grueling
conditions for 1 1/2 years as a POW
in Northern Germany.

DRAPER, Beverage Houston, of
Nashville, Tennessee, died May 18,
2005. He was with Co C, 261 Inf.
Div. As a member of General
Patton’s Third Army, he was taken
prisoner of war. He was an active
member of the Alvin C. York Chap-
ter. Survivors include his wife of 65
years, Sarah.

DUPONT Jr., Joseph Emile, “Mr.
JE”, resident and native of
Plaquemine LA died July 5, 2005. He
was 83 and a retired Iberville Parish
veterans' service officer. He was a
U.S. Marine Corps veteran and Japa-
nese prisoner of war in the Philip-
pines during World War II. He is sur-
vived by his four daughters, three
sons and two sisters.

GALLOWAY, CHARLOTTE MAE,
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age 706, of Apopka, FL passed away
August 5, 2005. Charlotte graduated
from Ogden High School in Ogden,
Iowa. She graduated with a regis-
tered nursing degree from lowa
Lutheran School of Nursing and
worked for 30 years at various hos-
pitals. Charlotte was a life member
of the American Ex-Prisoners of War,
life association member of American
Defenders of Bataan and
Corregidor. She was married to PNC
Alfred (Joe) Galloway for 50 years
until his passing. Both Charlotte and
Joe were very active on both the
national and local levels of AXPOW.
She is survived by her daughters,
Karen (Jack) Lewis of Rockledge, FL,
Ruth E. Galloway of Apopka, FL,
Marty (Charley) of St. Marys, GA;
granddaughter, Stephanie A. Bowyer
and husband Joe Cleveland of
Nederland, CO; grandson, Adam
Bowyer of Nederland, CO.; sister-in-
laws, Mary Johnson of Des Moines,
Iowa, Barbara Bouton of Janesville,
Wisconsin, and Helen Fullerton of
Independence, Missouri. She was a
good friend to everyone she met.
We all love and miss her.

GRZBOWSK], Bernard R., member of
the Western NY Chapter, AXPOW,
died July 2, 2005. He as captured
while serving in the Philippines dur-
ing WWII and was a survivor of the
Bataan Death March. He spent 3 %
years in POW camps, including a
coalmine near Hiroshima. His wife,
Jane, and 3 daughters survive him.

HICKMOTT, Edward W., of Amarillo,
TX passed away Dec. 18, 2004. Dur-
ing WWII, he was shot down over
Munich. He was a POW at Stalag Luft
IV for 4 months. He leaves his wife
of 61 years, Ruth, 3 daughters, 1 son
and 11 grandchildren.

HIRTH, Winifred A., age 90, of
Vernon, CT passed away July 13,
2005. She was the wife of Theodore
(28t"Div., 229™ FABN, Stalags 9B and
7A). Both were active members of
the CT Chapter, AXPOW. Ted is cur-
rently SVC of the Chapter. In addi-

tion to her husband, one son and
three grandchildren survive her.

HUFSTUTLER, Raymond, of
Ingram, Texas, died October 15,
2004. A prisoner of the Japanese
for over 44 months, he was cap-
tured at Corregidor. He also served
16 months in the Korean War. He is
survived by his wife of 58 vears,
Iva Dell.

JONES, Joel, 90, of Crystal Springs,
MS passed away May 25, 2005. Joel
was stationed in China when the
Japanese captured him. He and his
group became known as the North
China Marines. He spent more than
3 years in POW camps. His wife of
59 years, Bonnie Lee, survives him;
he also leaves 1 daughter, 1 son, 3
grandchildren and 1 great-grandson.

KANNER, Louis, member of the
Mission Valley Chapter, AXPOW
passed away July 30, 2005. During
WWII, he served with the 15™ AF,
2" BG, 96™ BS. He was a POW in
Lufts I and IV.

KELLEY, Woodrow, of Burleson,
Texas, died August 20, 2005.
“Woodie” was a charter member of
the Fort Worth Chapter, and LM
#773 of AXPOW. He served as a
medic, and was a POW in Stalags 2B
and 3B. He is survived by his wife
of 60 years, Fay.

PACER, Henry, member of the
Western NY Chapter, AXPOW died
March 3, 2005. Henry served with
the Army Signal Corps in Manila. He
survived the Bataan Death March
and 3 Y2 years of imprisonment at
O'Donnell, Cabanatuan and Yowata
Steel Plant, Japan. He is survived by
his wife, Alice, and four sons.

PICKENS, Ruth, beloved wife of
Olin, passed away May 13, 2005.
She was 82. Ruth was a member of
the Mid-South Chapter, AXPOW. She
was serving as secretary to the
Dept. of TN. In addition to her hus-
band, Ruth is survived by 2 sons
and 3 grandchildren.



taps continued

RINGER, Justine, of Bend, OR.
passed away in May, 2005. Justine
was a long time life member of both
the Tacoma WA Chapter and the
National American Ex-Prisoners of
War.

ROOF, Stanley M., age 79, passed
away Jan. 20, 2005 in Tomah, WI.
Stanley served with the 8" AF, 388"
BG, 361 BS. He was a POW in Luft
I and 7A until liberation. His wife of
nearly 59 years, Alyce, and one son
survive him.

SCHLEGEL, Sr., Robert Lee, of
Tacoma, WA died July 5, 2005 at the
age of 81. He is survived
by Elsie, his loving wife of 57
years, 4 daughters, 3 sons, 32
grandchildren and 16 great grand-
children. Bob served in Europe in
WWII and was held as a prisoner of
war until just shortly before the war
ended. He was an active member
of the Tacoma, WA chapter, serving
two years as Chapter Commander
He was also a long-time member of
the National American Ex-Prisoner of
War Organization.

SHAFFER, William E. “Jack”, of
Ligonier, PA and Zephyr Hills, FL
passed away Oct. 8, 2004. He was
85. He served in the 80™ Div,, 317%™
Reg., Co. C. He was captured after
participating in the Normandy inva-
sion and held in Stalags 12A, 3B, 3A.
Jack was a member of the FL Gulf
Coast Chapter, ANPOW. His wife,
Gertrude, 3 children and 6 grandchil-
dren survive him.

SIEBERT, Arnold L., 73, of Neenah,
WI died July 3, 2005. He served with
the 2™ Division, 38" Field Artillery
during the Korean War and was a
POW for 33 months. JoAnn, his wife
of 39 years, survives him; he also
leaves 3 sons, 2 daughters and 6
grandchildren.

SMOKSTAD, Keith “Smokey”,
died August 5, 2005. He was a mem-
ber of the American Ex-Prisoners of
War and a member of the Agua Fria
Chapter, Arizona. He served in WWII,
with the 168" Inf., 34™ Div. in North
Africa, Tunisia, Sicily, Capua and

Newstetten. Smokey was captured
and interned in 3B Stalag 111B
Furstenberg on Odor. Keith's wife,
Mary Jane, was in the Navy. She died
March, 2001. He is survived by his
daughter Jody Warner of Mulvane,
Kansas.

STOCK, Evelyn G., 79, of Jasper,
IN died May 9, 2005. She was a mem-
ber of the Fox Valley Chapter,
AXPOW. Evelyn is survived by her
husband of 55 years, Ex-POW Will-
iam K., 3 children, 2 grandchildren, 1
sister and 3 brothers.

STRINGER, EDWARD ]J., of Port
Angeles, WA died at the age of 81
on March 9, 2005. He is survived
by his wife Evelyn. Edward was a
radio-gunner in the 8 AF, 388" BG,
563t BS. He was shot down May 28,
1944. He was a prisoner of warin
WWII and incarcerated at Stalag Luft
IV and Stalag Luft 1. He also served
in Korea and Vietnam. Edward was
a long time member of the National
American Ex-Prisoners of War.

TRENT, KENNETH, of La Mesa, CA
died August 14, 2005 at the age of
84. He was a radio operator on the
B-17 “Little Girls.” His plane was
shot down during his sixth mission
and he spent the last 16 months of
the war as a prisoner of war at Stalag
17B in Krems, Austria. Ken was a
long time member of the San Diego
County Chapter 1 AXPOW. Survi-
vors include Toni, his wife of 62
years, 3 children, 4 grandchildren, 5
great-grandchildren, 1 sister and 1
brother.

WALKER, Jr., Sanders B., of McRae,
GA, age 82, passed away August 28,
2005. He was a WWII Army Air Corps
Veteran and a Prisoner of War - sur-
vivor of the Heydekrug Death March.
He leaves his wife, Irene, two sons
and six grandchildren.

WARD, Norman “Pat”, of Enfield,
Connecticut, died May 27, 2005. He
served with the 228 Signal Opera-
tions. After surviving the fall of
Bataan & Corregidor, he was held
as a POW by the Japanese for 42
months. He is survived by his wife
of 34 years, Leslie.

WEBSTER, Kenneth “Sam”, of
Springfield, OH, died June 16, 2005.
Sam was the 1% pilot of a B-24. He
flew 22 missions before being shot
down over Germany. He was in-
terned in Luft 1, Barth, until libera-
tion. Survivors include his wife, Ruth.

WEIMER, Grace K., of Jackson, MI
passed away recently. She was a
member of Wolverine Chapter,
AXPOW. Grace was the widow of
Ex-POW William Weimer.

WEISKOPFF, Donald A., member of
the Western NY Chapter, AXPOW
died June 18, 2005. During WWIIL, he
served with the 79" Div., 315" Inf.
Co. B. He was a POW in Stalag 12A.
His wife, Alice, and 7 children sur-
vive him.

WESCHE, Christopher P., 81, of
Stratford, CT passed away Dec. 28,
2003. While serving as a gunner on
a Flying Fortress, he was shot down
over Germany. He spent nearly two
years in Stalag 17B. He leaves his
wife of 60 years, Kathleen, 2 chil-
dren, 4 grandchildren and 2 great-
grandchildren.

WINTER, Elsie Ann, 79, of San Di-
ego, CA died May 23, 2005. She was
the beloved wife of Richard, Adju-
tant of ADBC. Elsie and Richard were
members of AXPOW. In addition to
her husband of nearly 60 years, Elsie
leaves 1 daughter, 2 sons, 4 grand-
children and 2 great-grandchildren.

WOOD, Robert Murray, of Orange,
TX passed away Dec. 20, 2004, He
was captured while serving with the
8™ AF, flying out of England. He was
held more than one year in Luft 1,
Barth. He leaves his wife of 58 years,
Billie Ann, 1 son, 1 daughter and 3
grandchildren.

ZITO, Fran, member of the West-
ern NY Chapter, AXPOW died May
16, 2005. He served with the 4™ Inf.
Div. He was a POW in Stalags 3A and
12A. He is survived by his wife,
Marian, and 6 children.
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WWII Registry of Remembrances

To process your entry to the WWII Registry of Remembrances, please fill out the form below.
Mail to: World War 11 Memorial, 900 Ohio Drive SW, Washington, DC 20024

Register an Honoree

First name

Last name

CURRENT Street Address
City/State/Zip

E-mail

Status (circle one) .
Killed in WWII Civilian in WWII

WWII Veteran

Branch of Service (circle one)
US Army Air Forces ; US Army
US Navy US Coast Guard
US Merchant Marines US Marine Corps
None

Rank:

Honored by:

Relationship to Honoree:
I am this person’s .
Print only the missing word. Put self if submitting your own name.

Hometown: (City from which the honoree entered the service)

State/Territory:

Activity During WWII:
Please only include activity of how the honoree served during WWII, which may include a
rank. (No other information will be allowed) Avoid using abbreviations.
You may also include one picture.
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new members

National Headquarters

3201 East Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40
Arlington, TX 76010: (817) 649-2979

Marsha, Coke@axpow.org

New Annual Members
Welcome Home!

Ulis C. “Bud”
Ukiah, CA

8 AF 509 BS 351 BG
1 Div

Luft 4, Stalag 19
5/30/44-5/8/45

Briggs

Armando Moreno
Canales

Stella

Fresno, CA

USS Pueblo

Marion D.
Jaycox
Sanborn, 1A
100 Inf Div 398 BN
Co E

12A, 5A
2/19/45-4/29/45

“J 'dy'"

Neal Pertrit
Lincoln, NE

AF

Stendal

Robert S. Storms
Kathryn  Jeannette

Avon Lake, OH

18 Cav Rec Sqd 14
Grp Troop B

11B
12/17/4404/20/45

William Alexander
“Bill” Leslie

Lebanon, TN
Civilian
Tomas

Santo

New Life Members
Welcome Home!
*denotes new member

Frank R. Bisagna
Mary Barr

34280 38982
Bradenton, FL
8 AF 381 BG
Lufr 1
1/5/44-5/13/45
Diane Rose 38983
Highland, IL
Daughter of Leland
Bornhauser

Vannie M. Toy
38984

Columbia, SC

Widow of Waid S. Toy

12A, 4B, 7A

D. Fusner

38985

Freda

St. Cloud, FL
Widow of Charles H.

Fusner

12A, 3C
George H. Leggate
'+ 38986

Kathleen, GA

AAC

Luft 3, 7

Joseph C. McCray
*38987

Phoenix, AZ

320 BG

Luft 4

8/21/44-5/8/45

Betty S. Havel
*38988

Homerville, OH

Daughter of Clayton
E. Bowling, ETO

Eldon F. Koob
*38989

Sacramento, CA

Co L 112 Inf Reg 28

Div

2A, 12A

10/20/44-4/4/45

Robert Schlegel, Jr.
*38990

Las Vegas, NV

Son of Robert

Schlegel, ETO

Loyd Carter
Joy *38991
Chehalis, WA
120 Inf I Co 30 Div
2B

10/44-4/45

38992

Albert Dean Fabor

Rachel Louise
*38993 38994

Lula, GA

Co A 1 BN 8 Reg 1

Div

Camps 2,3,5 KOREA

11/2/50-8/23/53

Earl W. Osborne
Rillie W.

*38995 38996
Charlotte, NC
8 AF B-17
17B
4/29/44-5/3/45

Wallace L. Kershner
Yvonne S.

*38997 38998
Camden, SC
525 BS Srtation 117
Dulag Luft, 17B

12/8/43-5/13/45

Robert P. Larson
Virginia

*38999 39000
Sacramento, CA
448 BG 714 BS B-24
Acrial Radioman
Luft 4, Marched
7/12/44-5/2/45
Virgilio Villagracia
Gloria

*39001 39002
Lakewood, WA
Son of Lauro
Villagracia, PAC

Russell A. Powell
Maxine

*39003 39004
Cedar Springs, MI
1346 Inf 87 Div
12A

Robert A. Hennessy
Marilda

*39005 39006
Midlothian, IL
AAC
Luft 1, Dulag Luft

Do you have friends
who are Ex-POWS?
Sign them up today!
Membership applica-
tions are printed in
each month’s
Bulletin.
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torie
One Soldier’s Story

Arthur Rubenstein
3650 Overhill Dr. NW
Canton, OH 44718
(330)493-6908

This is a very strange story. Strange
because, although it is true, there is
only one witness to verify it - my-
self. I tell this story now for I am of
an age when time is short. Memory
plays tricks on the mind. There are
flashes of things past, but no remem-
brance of events in their proper or-
der. I will state those flashes of the
past and attempt to tie them together
in logical sequence without any em-
bellishments.

What do I remember?

In early December, 1944, E Company
of the 78™ Division was one of the
first outfits to be in Germany. The
sky was overcast and snow covered
the whole region. The army jacket
was insufficient for the icy wind that
blew across the snowy field. We
stepped around the dragon’s teeth
(cement barriers against tanks) and
walked alongside the hedgerows. I do
remember my shock at seeing bod-
ies in the snow with blood on the
white ground. At nineteen, death was
still something eerie and unreal. How
acquainted with death would I be-
come!

I do recall a briefing of the platoon
in the darkness. We were to take the
town of Kesternich. I close my eyes
and can see sixty years ago - two
rows of us slushing through the one
street of Kesternich. Fear must have
been paramount and that M1 rifle
must have weighed a ton. Apparently
there was resistance because all I can
recall was that [ was in a basement,
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freezing, with two German prisoners
on the coal bin.

How to describe in words the events
of the next hour that still haunts me?
Beamed lights lit up the town in the
early dawn. Were they klieg lights?
And then came the noise of giant
tanks riding down the cobbled
street. Looking out of the little base-
ment window, | could not believe the
size of those tanks and the giant
German Wehrmacht soldiers. There
was this bedraggled group of GI's
being marched to the interior.  had a
terrible head cold and dysentery.
Where did I get that raw turnip that I
was chewing on that long bitter walk?

There was the interrogation by the
German officer whose English was
impeccable. In retrospect, how silly
to blurt out, “Rubenstein, Private,
12221184" when he knew more
about the Division from stateside to
Bournemouth, England to France,
Belgium, Holland and Germany. There
was the lineup of the few of us who
were left of E Company. A little Ger-
man soldier eyed each of us and fi-
nally pointed a finger at me. How ter-
ror-stricken I must have felt! Were
there two other “lucky” ones, too?

Sitting in a German truck with a Ukrai-
nian driver, | had no idea where I was
going. It was a large POW camp in
Bonn. How I do remember the cement
cell with a wooden cot and a pail. I
don’t know how often I was marched
upstairs to a large room. German of-
ficers were seated around a table.
How clean they looked! I was ordered
to sign a paper whereby I would ad-
mit to having shot German POWs in
Kesternich. All I remember is refus-
ing and picking up my glasses from
the floor. Was I beaten?

It was freezing and lonely in that cell.
How did I pass the time? Was I threat-
ened with a firing squad? What was
going through my mind? Did being
nineteen help me to survive?

Tremendous explosions rocked the
POW camp. Apparently, an RAF Path-
finder plane dropped his flares on
the camp and succeeding planes
dropped their bombs. I crawled out

of the cement wreckage and it
seems [ was in the midst of horrific
chaos. Noise of bombs, fires,
screaming POWs, blood and limbs all
over. Remember that vividly!

Mixed in with a small contingent of
American POWs and put into a box-
car. A group of English POWs were
huddled around the only high win-
dow - singing?? Was there any straf-
ing? Found out this all occurred on
Feb. 4, 1945. It goes without saying,
a date I never forgot.

Tremendous POW camp in Limburg!
Hundreds of scraggly-looking GIs
sleeping on the cold, cement floor. I
would imagine that I didn't care and
was only scared some German would
pick me up again. Never happened!
Starvation diet and cold. What's a
care package? Never saw one!

By the end of March, rumors were
flying hot and heavy. [ was put in an
isolation room with several others
(including Russians) because I had
some kind of pox. While the whole
camp was marched out, we remained.
The 9™ Armored Division rode into
camp and they were probably in
shock to see us as emaciated skel-
etons. Hospital train (why was I
screaming?) to Belgium - then, Paris -
then a special flight home to Staten
Island hospital.

Subconsciously, T have always felt
proud that I did not sign that paper.
Would 1 do the same today? Should
the US Army have investigated these
events in 19457 Probably not - with
the chaotic happenings at the end
of the war. Anyway, the strange story
is true and I had to retell it for my
own peace of mind. Since I did have
a breakdown a few years ago, it
stands to reason that something
traumatic did happen to that nineteen
year old!

Tribute to America

Written by Leo Curtis Matheny,
brother of Ex-POW

W.R. Matheny

3511 Bishop

El Dorado, AR 71730



stories, continued...

Oh America, wonderful America, it is
time [ pay my tribute to you. I have
no words to express my thanks to
you for being nurtured and raised in
your bosom. [ am one of now around
200 million that breathes the breath
of freedom that you provide. There
was never a day nor hour that I could
not go where I pleased, worship
where [ pleased, nor marry who I
pleased and have as many children
as I could provide for. You, O beloved
country, are the haven for anyone
who wishes to do the same. When
your need arose, I leaped at the op-
portunity to give back what you had
so bountifully given me. I enlisted in
the service of the government that
you spawned in your own beginnings.
The boundless freedom that I have
always known is still mine to share
with my countrymen. I can drive from
one of your coasts to the other and
see the bountiful harvests that you
provide for your children. As I travel,
there are thousands of businesses
along the way that my fellow men
have had the freedom to start and
succeed in. I can stop at any one of
them and partake of the services
they provide. You, O Cherished
Country, have provided a bond be-
tween every one of us that allows
us to conduct business, build a
church and even to burn your glori-
ous flag or burn a cross if one’s in-
sanity has warped their mind to that
extent. Yes, you are now experienc-
ing some stress because of your
freedom, but men of sound judg-
ment and good will are arising to save
the day.

And now, O Cherished Country, that
same government that you spawned
is providing for my every need. They
are honoring their contract with me
that I first honored by entering their
service and serving during a time of
great conflict. I would do it again so
that I and others can continue with
the quality of life that is available to
every one of your citizens.

Yes, O Cherished Country, I have al-
ways loved you. I still do. Your faith-
ful servant, Leo Curtis Matheny.

The 0Old Scrapbook

In memory of

husband David E. Wallace
Ex-POW Stalags 4 & 6
Mrs. Ethel L. Roden

1791 Oriole Ct.
Morristown, TN 37814

Tucked away is an old scrapbook
Its’ pages are yellowed with age,
A mother’s love and heartbreak

Shows on every page.

She kept this book, hoping and
praying
That her son would someday be
home,
Though the telegram said “MISSING
IN ACTION”
She believed in God, and her faith
was strong.

Months passed and finally the
news came
He was someplace in Germany, in
prisoner of war.
What heartache and grief for a
mother

But again her prayers were that he
could be cared for.

She kept all the clippings from the
papers
And letters from all of their friends,
And pasted them in that scrapbook
With love and affection to the very
end.

The first letter from him was
censored
Must have been her happiest one.
Just to hear that he was alive and
well
And to witness the handwriting of
her son.

That letter is among many others
In that scrapbook yellowed with
age,

I know there were tears of joy
When she read, “With love, your
son, DAVE".

The war was finally over
All the waiting and worry was past.
She must have prayed a mother’s
prayer

Thank you, Lord, my son is home at

last.

POWerful Memories
by Augustine Fernandez

ISBN Hardcover: | &8
1-4134-6888-8 S

ISBN Softcover:
1-4134-6889-6
Available now at Xlibris

1-888-4274, ext. 876 or:
Amazon.com; Borders.com
and Barnesandnoble.com

: o= rul |
Ideppoird =z

s

There’s a new book out about WWII. POWerful Memories, by
Augustine Fernandez, tells of one man’s experiences in WWII
as an officer in the United States Army Air Corps - training,
missions, capture and life in a German prison camp. In
prison, he cooperated in and initiated secret maneuvers to
outsmart and harass the enemy and participated in escape
operations. After his eventual liberation by Russian forces,
he left the safety of the camp in an effort to connect with
Allied forces, nearly losing his life in the attempt.

Ex-POW Bulletin
October 2005

37



American Ex-Prisoners of War Website Biography

www.axpow.org
If you are not a current member of AXPOW,

you must submit documentation of your POW status.

Name

Nickname
Address

City/State/Zip "' Telephone

Email

Conflict and Theater of Operation

Branch of Service Unit
Where were you captured? Date captured

POW camps you were held in

How long were you a POW? Date liberated

Medals received

Job in the military

After the war

Submit 1 or 2 photographs (color or black and white).

SEND TO: American Ex-Prisoners of War
3201 East Pioneer Parkway #40
Arlington, Texas 76010-5396
Please include your check for $65.

If you have any questions, please contact Clydie Morgan, National Adjutant, at 817-649-2979;
HQ®@axpow.org
Biography:(please type or print
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The act of becoming a POW
does not a hero make...the
act of being a POW made
some heroes. This book
tells of some who are
American heroes.

10,000 American flying
officers shot from the sky
- scraped up from the
European landscape and
dumped behind barbed wire.

-

e .S. h
An absorbing story of life in 9. Buc

a German prison camp, Stalag Luft 1.

The author’s unique timing - stationed at Hickam Field,
Pearl Harbor during the attack on Dec. 7, 1941, and his
terrifying experience of becoming a Jewish prisoner of
the Nazis - makes this a compelling reading experience.
The writing style is personal and highly readable.

Books can be ordered from
iUniverse Publishers 1-800-288-4677
or your local book store ISBN 0-595-33362-1
Or order a signed copy
by the author
L.S. Bach
2224 Pine Knoll Drive, Walnut Creek, CA 94595

$21.95
(add $2. for shipping)

50/50 drawing
Latest winners drawn in Denver, CO
October, 2005

Winners to be announced
in the Nov/Dec issue of
the Ex-POW Bulletin

These drawings help raise money needed for our operating expenses.
They allow our members to participate in a very worthwhile project.
while giving them a chance to win. 50% of the donations will be
given to the General Fund and the other 50% are awarded as prizes.

The amounts are determined after all donations are received. You do
not have to be present to win.Please make copies of the tickets on
the other side and offer them to your Chapter members, family and
friends. We are asking $5.00 for 6 tickets.

These donations are not tax deductible. Fill out the tickets and send
them and your donations to:

National Headquarters ~50/50 Drawing

3201 E. Pioneer Pkway, #40

Arlington, TX 76010-5396.

Thank you for your support of this very worthwhile project

. The 106th Infantry

Division Association

Organized at
Camp Lucky Strike 1945
active since 1946

If you are a former 106™ Infantry Division vet, were
attached to the 106th a relative of a 106" veteran, you
are eligible for membership in the Association.

Annual Dues $10.00 < > LIFE Membership $75.00

The CUB Magazine has been published every
quarter since August 1946.

Annual Reunions held yearly since 1947.

http://www.mm.com/user/jpk/membership.htm
Or contact John Kline, Membership Chairman
Past President “97-"98: Editor, The CUB since 1987
M Co., 423rd Inf Regiment
11 Harold Drive
Burnsville, MN 55337-2786
Phone: 952-890-3155
Email: jpk@mm.com
106th Home Page: http://www.mm.com/user/jpk

Solid Bronze
Grave
Medallion

actual size: 4” diameter x 3/8” thick
weight: 1 pound
content: copper 86%/fzinc 4%/tin 6%/lead 4%

This is a non-profit endeavor for all Ex-Prisoners of War,
spouses, National Headquarters, Chapters, to get this
medallion on all Ex-POW markers or headstones. Contact
the next-of-kin and the cemetery to get their approval ro
have these medallions put on the deceased ex-POW'’s marker,
and have yours for when the time comes.

Qutdoor grave medallion, drilled, tapped, & studded
$30.00 each
Name
Address
Cirty/Srate/Zip
Make all checks and money orders payable to: Stalag Luft

IV. Send orders to: Grave Medallion, Leonard E. Rose,

8103 E. 50" St. Lawrence, IN 46226-2018.

The Board of Directors has given me approval to make
and sell these grave medallions.
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American Ex-Prisoners of War
50/50 Drawing -- March 2006
PLEASE PRINT

Name: Telephone: ()

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Here is my donation of $5.00 for 6 chances to win the drawing.
Prize amounts are determined by the total amount donated.
Mail your donation American Ex-Prisoners of War
and entry to: 50/50 Drawing
3201 E. Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40
Arlington, TX 76010-5396

You do not have to be present to win. Your donation 1s not tax deductible.

VOID WHERE PROHIBITED. Donation not required to enter.
Thank you for your support.

American Ex-Prisoners of War
50/50 Drawing — March 2006
PLEASEPRINT

Name: Telephone: ()

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Here is my donation of $5.00 for 6 chances to win the drawing.
Prize amounts are determined by the total amount donated.
Mail your donation American Ex-Prisoners of War
and entry to: 50/50 Drawing
3201 E. Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40
Arlington, TX 76010-5396

You do not have to be present to win. Your donation is not tax deductible.
VOID WHERE PROHIBITED. Donation not required to enter .
Thank you for your support.

American Ex-Prisoners of War
50/50 Drawing —- March 2006
PLEASE PRINT

Name: Telephone: ()

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Here is my donation of $5.00 for 6 chances to win the drawing.
Prize amounts are determined by the total amount donated.
Mail your donation American Ex-Prisoners of War
and entry to: 50/50 Drawing
3201 E. Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40
Arlington, TX 76010-5396

You do not have to be present to win. Your donation is not tax deductible.

VOID WHERE PROHIBITED. Donation not required to enter.
Thank you for your support.

American Ex-Prisoners of War
50/50 Drawing -- March 2006
PLEASE PRINT

Name: Telephone: ()

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Here is my donation of $5.00 for 6 chances to win the drawing.
Prize amounts are determined by the total amount donated.
Mail your donation American Ex-Prisoners of War
and entry to: 50/50 Drawing
3201 E. Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40
Arlington, TX 76010-5396

You do not have to be present to win. Your donation is not tax deductible.
VOID WHERE PROHIBITED. Donation not required to enter.
Thank you for your support.

American Ex-Prisoners of War
50/50 Drawing —March 2006
PLEASE PRINT

Name: Telephone: ()

Address:

City/State/Zip:
Here is my donation of $5.00 for 6 chances to win the drawing.
Prize amounts are determined by the total amount donated.
Mail your donation American Ex-Prisoners of War
and entry to: 50/50 Drawing
3201 E. Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40
Arlington, TX 76010-5396

You do not have to be present to win. Your donation is not tax deductible.

VOID WHERE PROHIBITED. Donation not required to enter.
Thank you for your support.
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American Ex-Prisoners of War
50/50 Drawing — March 2006
PLEASE PRINT

Name: Telephone: ()

Address:

City/State/Zip:

IHere is my donation of $5.00 for 6 chances to win the drawing.
Prize amounts are determined by the total amount donated.
Mail your donation American Ex-Prisoners of War
and entry to: 50/50 Drawing
3201 E. Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40
Arlington, TX 76010-5396

You do not have to be present to win. Your donation is not tax deductible.
VOID WHERE PROHIBITED. Donation not required to enter.
Thank you for vour support.



request for membership application
American Ex-Prisoners of War

Name:

Address:
City/State/Zip:

Membership is open to US Military and Civilians captured because of their US citizenship.

Do NOT send dues with this request Life Membership Rates
for an application Under 35 $360
36-50 $300
Mail to: 51-60 $180
American Ex-Prisoners of War 61 & over $120
3201 East Pioneer Parkway, #40 Spouse of life member $ 40
Arlington, TX 76010-5936 Annual Membership Rates
Single Membership $ 30
(817) 649-2979 voice Husband & wife $ 40
(817)649-0109 fax

e-mail: hq@axpow.org

Provided by: Prisoner of War Information System
(POW IS) Web51te wwwnow-ls com

PROVIDED BY: ' LA
PRISONER OF WAR INFORMATION SYSTEM
(POW-IS) :
Website: www.powid.com
Order a Certificate of Captivity as a lasting memento
for fsmily members. Various backgrounds based on | |
your POW experience. i

Cost: $25 with photo/$20 without photo
For further details contact:
Steve Stofko: (703) 878-7882
15550 Golf Club nrm, numfrm, ¥A 22026

Space provided | =§
for vintage
photo if desired |
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Magnetic Ribbons

$5.

00

Name

Address

Mail orders to:

AXPOW Vest Order Form

City, State. Zip

Size (Men/coat, Women/chest measurement)

Chapter Name (back of vest)

Long, Regular or Short

Name on front of vest

Price: $50.00, includes shipping/handling

Please allow 8-10 weeks for delivery.

AXPOW NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
3201 East Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40
Arlington, Texas 76010-5396

Official AXPOW Cap (specify size) 25.00 Vest Chainguard w/cagles 700  AXPOW Metal License Plate Frame 6.00
Maroon AXPOW Sport Cap 8.00 37 Blazer Patch 3.50  Aluminum License Plate 3.00
Eagle Sport Cap 9.00 4" Blazer Patch 350 3" Vinyl Decal 1.00
Vinyl Cap Bag 3.00 8" Blazer Patch 1000 3" Inside Decal 1.00
ST 3 o " Viny! 00
Shibed Viiro pin 0 CLOTHSTRIPES  (specifywhich title) 200 ° Myl Deval 2
Lite Member pin 4.00 7 12" Vinyl Decal 10.00
; Life Member + Chapter Commander : . T —
Crossed Flags Lapel pin 400 . : » . Bumper Sticker “Freedom Is Happiness 1.50
3 Past Chapter Commander - Chapter Adj/Treas Chapter : & e
Brooch pin 400 Adjutant - Chapter Treasurer : Bumper Sticker “Freedom — Ask us 1.50
EX-POW pin (goldtone) 400 ad g i Magnetic Ribbons 5.00
. State Department Commander LT
kagapin S Past State Dept. Commander -+ Department Adjutant Memnorigl douls
POW Stamp pin 2.50 " P el . 3 sheets, $1.00; 10 sheets, $3.00; 20 sheets, 5.00
5 . Department Treasurer - Sr. Vice Commander
Past Chapter Commander pin 400 i . ; s 3 s
Past Department Commander pin 400 Jr. Vice Commander - Chaplain - Historian AXNPOW Daisies 1.50 dozen
]_' P . 2 bl ; Service Officer + Legislative Officer Inlots 0f 12 doz, (ic, 24, 36, 48, etc.) 1.25 dozen
Bige pant w/Blarhed Wire L Past Chapter Officer - Past Department Officer
(specify gold, silver or antique gold) P ) e Wall Clock (battery included) 20.00
N 5 -T_. o -I.'I Ty il 1 e _(m X : ch £ 10 H i i
ecktie w I‘ctgo woven in f'abnl-. 20 12%1 8 l.m.!l -\muvm..‘anl hlg 5.00 AXPOW Notecards (pkg of 25) 500
(specify regular or pre-tied) 12x18 AX-POW Graveside Flag 10.00 ; .
= ) . in , Special Prayer Cards (pkg of 25) 5.00
AXNPOW Logo Bolo Tie 15.00 3x5 ft. AX-POW Flag w/3-color logo
= ot . AXPOW Prayer Book 2.00
U.S. Flag Bolo Tie 18.50 with fringe, indoor use 60.00 ;
s , , : Ladies Prayer Book 1.00
Mini POW Medal Bolo Tie 20.00 with grommets, outdoor use 60.00 : -
; & i POW Medal Poster Print 5.00
Goldtone Bolo Bezel w/cord 9.00 Canvas Totebag w/4” logo 15.00 B T
: : — g ¥ . AX-POW Constitution & By-Laws 5.00
Logo Necklace & Pierced Earrings  10.00 Speak Out” Education Packet 6.00 POW Videotape — ETO o Pacific 11.00
2" Medallion (for plaque) 4.00 IeeiERe= SLARE :
Now accepting Master Card/Visa
QUANTITY ITEM SIZE / COLOR PRICE
For orders up to 7.99, add $2.00; For orders 8.00 to 24.99, add $6.00 Shipping/HandIng/Insurance:
For orders 25.00 to 49.99, add $8.00: For orders 50.00 to 99.99, add $10.00 otal: S
For orders over 100.00, add $15.00 Checks/Money Order/Credit Card Accepted.
For credit card orders: Card # Expiration:
(Check one) Master Card Visa MAIL TO:
Name AMERICAN EX-PRISONERS OF WAR
Address 3201 East Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40
City, State, Zip Arlington, Texas 76010-5396
= : 817-649-2979
Phone

axpowgm(@aol.com




Order Your Personalized

# 1 New York Times Autographed Copies of
BESTSELLING AUTHORS : .

jack Canfield Chicken Soup for the

e idncy £ Sharer Veteran's Soul!

o For every book you purchase 20% will

@hicken

_ American Ex-Prisoners of War

for the After the attack on America and during our

country’s current state of war, there is no better time
to turn to those who have experienced such troubled

g . . .
o - - y times for comfort and guidance. Now the legacies
_ l ‘ \ ; 2 1 S and stories of veterans are living on in the New York

Times best-seller, Chicken Soup for the Veteran’s

B Soul, a select collection of inspiring and gripping
@ ou stories of heroism, bravery, comradery, laughter and

= patriotism,
Stories to Stir the Pride Tales of Gettysburg, Iwo Jima, Anzio.
and Honor the Courage Guadalcanal, Omaha Beach, the Chosin Reservoir

and Hamburger Hill are places woven into our na-
tional psyche because we all know someone who
selflessly served their country in faraway places like
these, defending the freedom we all share. Chicken Soup for the Veteran’s Soul celebrates these extraordinary men and
women who changed the course of history.

You will be overcome with emotion from these powerful true stories of veterans and their families, many of whom are
sharing their experiences for the first time. Whether they were Prisoners of War, Congressional Medal of Honor recipients,
USO volunteers, loved ones who waited at home, or Gls who battled daily in the trenches, they all put their dreams on hold.
held fast to their faith and overcame their fears in the name of freedom.

Whether you are a veteran yourself, are related to one or simply enjoy the rights that they fought so hard to defend. this
remarkable book will leave you with a heightened admiration for our nation’s best. - Visit our website at www.vetstories.com

. of Our Veterans

For more info call: 888-387-6373, fax: 641-472-0719, c-mail: remember(@vetstories.com
Write: Veterans Stories, Inc., PO Box 1537, Fairfield, IA 52556
Tear off here

Order Personalized Autographed Copies of Chicken Soup for the Veteran’s Soul (Axrow)

Date:

Name: Phone: Email:
Mailing Address

Name of Person(s) to Autograph book to:

[s this Person a Veteran? Yes: No:
# of books X $12.50 + $2.50 shipping/handling per book =

Checks or Money Orders make payable to Veterans Stories, Inc.
Mail form to: Veterans Stories, Inc., PO Box 1537, Fairfield, IA 52556

Questions? Call 888-387-6373 or email us at: remember@yvetstories.com



AXPOW Vests!

The uniform of the American Ex-POWSs consists of the
military cap and the vest. These vests are custom-made with
your name on the front, and your chapter and logo shield
on the back. Orders take approximately six weeks to
complete. Order now to wear at National Convention!

$50.00 each, includes shipping/handling

For pins, vest guards and other items to “dress up” your vest,
order from the merchandise page inside.

Thank you for supporting the American Ex-POWS with yéur purchases of National Merchandise.

change of address form

Include your mailing label for address change or
inquiry. If you are receiving duplicate copies, please
send both labels. If moving, please give us your new
address in the space provided.

Please print:

Name

Address
City/State/Zip
Phone ( )

Please allow 4 weeks to make address corrections.

Mail to: National Headquarters, AXPOW, 3201 E. Pioneer
Parkway, Suite 40, Arlington, TX 76010-5396

Or fax: (817) 649-0109

e-mail: Marsha.coke@axpow.org

Subscription Rates -- non members

$20.00 per year

Foreign subscriptions
$30.00 per year
Now accepting MasterCard/Visa

All orders for products sold by
AXPOW National Organization,
including dues/subscriptions
should be mailed to:

American Ex-Prisoners of War
National Headquarters

3201 E. Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40
Arlington, TX76010-5396

(817) 649-2979/ (817) 649-0109 fax
e-mail: HQ®@axpow.org

No collect calls, please
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